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ADVERTISEMENT. 


> © HE following Pamphlet was writ- 
ten in great Haſte, amidſt a mul- 
tiplicity of other engagements and 
avocations. It has been publiſhed 


from the firſt draught, in a manner 


uncorre&ted, As the Author found 
the American Queſtion coming forward 
in Parliament, he thought it his duty 
to throw what light he could on ſo 
important a Subject; and he relies 
on the candour of the Reader to ex- 
cuſe the literary defects of ſo * & 
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HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL. 


REFLECTIONS 


| ON THE | 
RISE anv PROGRESS 


9 


OF THE 


AMERICAN REBELLION, 


JS + 4 . 
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HE politic, like the natural body, is 
liable to diſorders, which often terminate 
in death. To know the cauſe of the diſeaſe 
in either ſyſtem, is equally neceſſary to a ra- 
dical cure. This knowledge unattained, the 
political or phyſical quack will adminiſter his 
remedies in vain. He may, and indeed often 
Will, throw his patient into agonies and con- 
vulſions, and acceletate its death; or by in- 
effectual remedies give temporary relief, leav- 
ing the diſorder to break out again with more 
dangerous ſymptoms, but cannot nm to give- 
ermanent relief. 
The American rebellion is an event which has 
ſtruck deep into the health of the Britiſh ſtate, 
enfeebled its powers, and, if it has not already 
produced, it promiſes Taj to bring on convul- 
| "00976 ne 
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ſions, the conſequences of which are not within 


the reach of human foreſight. From theſe 
truths we may venture to conelude, that it 
will be of ſome importance to thoſe who ſu- 


perintend the welfare of the Britiſh ſociety, 


to be truly informed of the origin of that 
rebellion; and to be able to trace its pro- 
greſs from the original ſpark up to its preſent 
flame, which has extended ſo wide as to 
threaten the empire with diſſolution. It is 
from this knowledge, that a part of the means 


- may be drawn for its immediate ſuppreſſion; 
and from this alone can that ſyſtem of future 


polity be formed, which can effect a permanent 
union between the two countries, and prevent 


another rebellion from breaking out hereafter 


with redoubled force and certain ſucceſs. 
There are men of reſpectable abilities, and 
in high ſtations, who have induſtriouſly pro- 
moted an opinion, that this unfortunate * and 
© portentous event has been produced by the in- 
e juſtice and oppreſſion of the preſent reign,— 
* by a plan formed by Adminiſtration for enſlav- 
t ing the Colonies.” This has been the uniform 
language of the malcontents on both ſides of 


the Atlantic. The Congreſs has aſſumed it in 
order to juſtify their rebellion z and the oppo- 
fiction to Government in Britain has echoed it, 


fome of them to conceal their thirſt for the 
emoluments and dignities of office, the ſole 
ground of their oppoſition; and others, repub- 


lican in principle, and co-operating in the rebel- 


lion, to cover their as yet latent and immature de- 
ſign of deſtroying our preſent happy conſtitu- 


tion. It has been aſſerted ſo often and ſo confi- 


dently, 


(r & > 

dently, iz as well as cut of Parliament, that the 
incautious, who ſeldom examine the motives of 
human conduct, have believed it, when leſs _ 
credulity and more enquiry would have unveiled 
its fallacy. ,, 
To prove that this opinion is not founded in 
truth that neither the conduct of this or any 
paſt reign ſince the acceſſion of the preſent 
Royal Family has produced the rebellion in 
America, but that it has ſprung from very 
different cauſes, exiſting ſo early as the be- 
ginning of the ſixteenth century, and been 
nouriſhed and fed by thoſe two fiends, Super- 
ſtition and Ambition, the great enemies to re- 
ligious and civil liberty —is che deſign of this 
Eſſay. But before I proceed to ſupport this 
opinion, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew the abſurdity 
and futility of that which I mean to oppoſe, 
It will diſpel the miſt which has been caſt before 
the eyes of the miſinformed, and enable the 
candid to perceive the truth in its due force 
when laid before them. =) | 
In almoſt every ſociety, oppoſition to legal 
government has been a common event, In 
almoſt every inſtance which . hiſtory affords, ic 
has ariſen from a continued ſeries of extreme 
injuſtice and oppreſſion in the rulers. Theſe 
have been the means, by which ambitious men, 
of whom every ſociety has its ſhare, have been 
enabled to incite the vulgar and ignorant to 
| ſedition, and finally to throw off their allegiance. 
But the American rebellion in this reſpect ſtands 
diſtinguiſhed from all others. It can appeal 
neither to antecedent injuſtice nor oppreſſion for 
an excuſe. At the time it broke out, the people 
| * 1 
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in the Sdetet hrs more free, unincumbered 


and ha *PPY than any others on earth. A ſummary 
view of the conduct of the State towards the 
Colonies, from the dawn of their ſettlements to 
their preſent maturity, will ſupport theſe facts. 
It will inconteſtably prove, that they have re- 
ceived every encouragement which' confiſted 
with their own particular intereſt, and which 


was not adverſe to the general velfare of the 


ſociety. 

Before, as well as e the tune af TR 
preſent Majeſty, the annals of this kingdom 
will ſhew that the Colonies have been nouriſhed 
in their infancy, and ſupported. in their more 
adult age, with all the attention of a moſt affec- 
tionate parent, If through their own- folly 
they have, in their infant ſtate, quarrelled with 


their neighbours, their enemies have been con- 


ſidered as the enemies of Britain. If their trade 
has been injured, or their territory invaded, 
Britain has not failed to reſent the injury. It 
by repeated acts of fraud and injuſtice done to 
their innocent and inoffenfive neighbours, they 
have incurred their hatred and reſentment, 


Britain has ſtepped in, and by annual do- 
nations r paired the injuries, and effected 


a reconciliation, If the produce of their 
ſoil was neceſſary to promote the intereſt or 
ſafety of the community at large, in which 
their own was of courſe included, generous 
bounties, to which they did not contribute, 
were given, as an encouragement to their 
induſtry, out of the pockets of their Britiſh 


fellow-ſubje&s. If French ambition and Popiſh _ 
ſuperſtition haye threatened to annibilate their 


civil 
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civil and religious liberty, the treaſure and 


blood of Britons have been devoted to their 
preſervation, _ | e 
In the two laſt wars, when the powers of 
France and Spain threatened the deſtruction 
of their commerce, and the conqueſt of their 
country, Great-Britain, regardleſs of the ex- 
penditure of millions, and the loſs of many 
thoufands of her ſubjects, by her fleets and 
armies ſaved them from ruin, leaving them to 
contribute what proportion of aids they pleaſed, 
towards ſecuring their own ſafety.” And to 
cloſe the ſcene of ineffadle benefits beſtowed on 
theſe ungrateful people, at the conclufion of the 
laſt war, Great-Britain,' unſuſpicious of their 
ambitious and treacherous deſigns, and inatten- 
tive to her own future ſecurity, gave them, by 
the retention of Canada, abſolute ſafety 
againſt every enemy, ſave their own ambition, 
and republican principles. Such were the 
benefits beſtowed by the State, before the end 
of the year 1763, without an alloy of one 
act of intentional injuſtice or oppreſſion, - or 
a ſingle injury done and complained of, which 
remained unredrefſed. Surely no candid and 
rational mind can look for the cauſe of rebellion 
in a conduct fo truly benevolent. 
It is needleſs to ſay more in vindication of the 
conduct of the State antecedent to the time I 
have mentioned. The - Congreſs themſelves 
confeſs, that the Colonies have no grievances” to 
complain of before that period. They declare, 
.£ that if Government will place them in the 
ſituation they were in before the year 1563, 
their complaints will ſubſide.“ Nothing there- 
| 1 nw” z fore 
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fore can remain, but to examine whether any 
acts of injuſtice or oppreſſion have been done 
by the State ſince that time, that could give riſe 
to ſo open and avowed a rebellion. 

The conduct of Government ſubſequent to 
this period being grounded on the antecedent 
circumſtances of the Colonies, we muſt, in this 
enquiry, look back to the commencement of 
the laſt war. At that time France meditated 
the conqueſt of Britiſh America. Hoſtilities 
were begun on the Ohio, within the boundaries 
of Virginia and Pennſylvania, while vigorous 
preparations were making to invade New Eng · 
land from Canada. Alarmed at the impending 
danger, and conſcious of their own inability to 
withſtand the power of France, the Colonies 
ſupplicated the protection of the Mother. 
country. A Britiſh fleet under Commodore Kep- 
pel, and a Britiſh army commanded by General 
Braddock, haſtened to their aſſiſtance. The 
ſtrongeſt of all motives now preſſed them to 
exert: their utmoſt abilities, in defence of their 
civil and religious rights, No one could ſuſpect 
that, like the Waggoner in the fable, they 
would content themſelves with ſupplications 
only, without putting their ſhoulders to the 
wheel. Had a ſentiment of that nature prevailed 
in the Britiſh ſenate, they would certainly have 
paſſed laws to compel them, on fo great an 
emergency, to a diſcharge of the firlt and moſt 
important of all political duties, And had 
this been done, there on be no doubt they 

would have ſubmitted to, and cheerfully 
acknowledged, the juſtice and pong of the 


meaſure, - 
1 | But 


ö˙dÄ . 
But before the year 1763, America had 


| been conſidered as in an infant ſtate, capable 


of contributing little towards the national de- 
fence. Juſt information reſpecting the amount 
of her wealth, was wanting. The State, 
therefore, leſt - it might unwittingly impoſe 
burthens ſhe was not able to ſuſtain, for- 


| bore to levy money on her; but confiding in 


her juſtice to herſelf when her own exiſtence was 
in danger, proceeded by requiſitions from the 
Crown for that purpoſe; and as an encourage- 
ment to a faithful diſcharge of her duty, Par- 
liament annually engaged to reimburſe ſuch of 


the Colonies as ſhould be liberal in their aids. 


How far they complied with their reaſonable 
duty, and what their own ſafety demanded, 
will be ſhewn hereafter. 

_ - Immediately ſubſequent to the peace, Great 
Britain having expended many millions in the 
defence of the Colonies, the ſtate of ' America 


became an obje& of public inveſtigation, 


Gentlemen of abilities, who had been ſent over 
for her protection, and had enquired into her 
circumſtances, returned to Britain, From their 
knowledge, juſt information poured in upon the 
great councils of the nation. America was 
found to contain 2,500,000 people, more than 
one-fourth of the number in Great Britain. 
Before the war, the inereaſe of her wealth had 
been ſlowly progreſſive, but during its con- 
tinuance, rapid and immenſe. Incredible ſums 
raiſed on the ſubjects in this country, and tranf- 
mitted for the ſupplies of the navy and army, 
contributed not a little to her opulence. Her 
ſoil produced, in great abundance, every ne- 
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deſſary to ſupply her own wants, beſtdes an im- 
menſe ſurplus for exportation. Her freighted 
ſhips traverſed the ocean to almoſt every port 


1 where Britiſh ſubjects were admitted to traffic, 
The balance of her trade being greatly in her fa. 


vour, they returned loaded with treaſure, and 


every luxury which Europe afforded. Their diſſi- 
pation was ſcarcely paralleled in Great Britain; 
and greatly exceeded that ſcanty proportion of 
aids ſhe had granted upon the requiſition of the 
SG N 


It further appeared from experience, that the 
mode of obtaining the colonial aids did not 
anſwer the purpoſe; for that, numerous and 
opulent as the people of America were, ſne 
had failed of her duty; that the ſums annually 

ranted were, upon the whole, far ſhort of her 
reaſonable proportion that ſome of the Colonies 
gave at one time liberally, at another time no- 


thing; that ſome did not contribute at all towards 


the burthen of the war, though America was 
the great object in conteſt; and that this omiſſion 


of duty aroſe from ſeveral cauſes. The Colo- 
nies, in reſpect to each other, were ſo many 


diſtin& and independent ſocieties, having no 


political connection among themſelves, nor any 


authority over each other, by which they could 
procure the knowledge of each other's circum- 
ſtances, neceſſary to aſcertain their reſpective 
proportions. Nor had they any power to com- 

them to act in concert for their common 
ſafety, ſave the ſupreme authority of Great 
Britain, which had been waved on this occalion 
by the mode of ſeparate requiſitions. I hus 


left to themſelves, they were led and e 
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LE. VVT 
by their diſtin and ſeparate paſſions, preju · 
dices, and intereſts. Hence thoſe who were 
moſt expoſed to the immediate aſſaults of the 
enemy, or were actually invaded, gave liberally, 
while thoſe that were more diſtant, or were 
covered by another colony, gave nothing. And 
even thoſe Who had been in the moſt imminent 
danger, and had received the aſſiſtance of the 
other Colonies, as ſoon as the danger wa. 
moved, refuſed, though called upon, to contri- 
bute. The natural conſequence of all which 
was, that the ſums granted by Great Britain in 
the beginning of the war were waſted; the ex- 
peditions, concerted for their owt! ſafety; failed; 
the Britiſh troops were defeated, and the lives 
of many thouſands of their Britiſh" fellow. ſub- 
jects, ſent over for their protection, by their 
parſimony and injuſtice were -fſactificed ; the 
war was protracted ; and the' State was obliged 
to impoſe immenſe additional taxes on its fab- 
Jets in Britain, to ſupply the deficiencies ariſ- 
ing from the refractory conduct and ingratitude 
of thoſe in America. GET 


Such was the ſtare and conduct of America | ö 


during the laſt war; and ſuch it muſt have con- 
tinued fo long as the Crown ſhould: fely on 
drawing from the Colonies a reaſonable propor- 
tion of aids, by the mode of requiſitions. At 
the concluſion of that war, a Miniſter Was at the 
helm, to whoſe abilities, firmneſs of mind, and 
love of public juſtice, future hiſtorians, When 
the influence of prejudice and party ſhall ceaſe, 
will pay the juſt tribute. This Minifter perceiv- 
ing the involuntary inability in the Colonies, ariſ- 
ing from their diſunited ſtate, and the voluntary 
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injuſtice ariſing from their paſſions, prejudices; 


and ſeparate intereſts; and viewing in its. full 


force the abſurdity of expecting an equitable 


proportion of aids towards the national defence 
from them, when not only the quantity, but 


the contribution itſelf, was left at their pleaſure, 
reſolved to drop the ill-adviſed and ineffectual 


, 


mode of requiſition, F 

But he could not ſtop here. He held a truſt, 
from which every ſubject had a right to expect 
an equal diſtribution of the burthens of ſociety. 


Was he to continue thoſe burthens on three- 
fourths of the ſubjects of the empire, and to 
permit the other fourth to be exempted? Was 
he to ſuffer the opulence of America to increaſe, 


and her ſons to riot in luxury and diſſipation, 


without contributing a reaſonable proportion of 


thoſe aids which were neceſſary to her own 


ſafety? Was he to commit yet greater injuſtice 


to his country, by inſuring that ſafety, in future, 
by thoſe aids which were to be raiſed on the peo- 
ple in Great Britain alone, already labouring 
under an immenſe debt incurred: by the Ame- 
rican- war? Public juſtice, and the moſt ſacred 
of all temporal obligations, his public duty, 


forbad it. - dents 
What other method then could he purſue, 


ſave that which was founded in a multitude of 
precedents, and which the conſtitution of the 
Britiſh government directed? The exerciſe of 


. ſupreme authority by -the State over the Colo- 


nies was that method; he knew, that the inju- 
dicious mode of requiſitions had been adopted 
, ; : "A 
information was now obtained. He knew, that 

| a perfect 
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a perfect ſubordination of the Coloniſts had 
been eſtabliſhed, by the patents and proclama- 
tions under which they were originally ſettled-— 
that their right to the territory had been granted 
by the repreſentative and truſtee of the Britiſh 
Society, under its great ſeal, reſerving rents in 
lieu of ſervices—that the oaths of allegiance. 
had ever been taken by the Coloniſts to him as 
that repreſentative—that all their civil and po- 
litical rights had been derived from, and were 
held under, him in that capacity—that the com- 
mon law of the realm, and the ſtatutes made 
before their ſettlement, had been extended 
that innumerable laws for regulating their trade, 
reſtraining their manufactures, directing their 
internal police, and levying taxes both internal 
and external, were to be found in the volumes 
of Britiſh ſtatutes and that every document of 
the State, relative to America, were ſo many 
demonſtrations, and almoſt every act of the 
Colonies, reſpecting Great Britain, were ſo 
many inconteſtible recognitions, of their ſub- 
ordination to the ſupreme authority of the Britiſn 
empire, in all caſes whatſoever. WE 
In this light, the light in which all antecedent 
Miniſters, all preceding Parliaments, and the Co- 
loniſts themſelves, had on all occaſions conſidered 
America, the Miniſter conſidered it. The national 
defence being the firſt great object of his duty, 
and an equal diſtribution of the burthens neceſ- 
ſary for that purpoſe the next in importance 
he propoſed the Stamp Act in parliament, in, 
their ſeſſion 1962, which paſſed into a reſolve. 
Of this reſolution the -Colonies had official 
notice. They were told, “ unleſs they would 
| x6 grant 
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ec grant a juſt and reaſonable proportion of aids % 


in their ſeveral Aſſemblies, or ſhould point out 
<« ſome mode by which it might be done more 
« agreeably to themſelves, national juſtice re- 
«« quired, that the act ſhould paſs in the next 
4 ſeſſion.“ The reſolve of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, and the notice from the Miniſter, were 


7 


conſidered by the American Aſſemblies. A year 
elapſed, and no aids were granted, no other 
mode was hinted to Parliament, and no objec- 
tion was made either to the equity or burthen of 
the tax, or to the mode of railing it, or to the au- 
thority by which it was to be levied, except only by 
the Maffachuſſett's and Virginia Aſſemblies, who. 
reſted in a denial of the conſtitutional 3 

of Parliament, without granting, or offering to 
grant, their reaſonable proportion of aids to che 


national defence. The act therefore paſſed una- 


nimouſly. Indeed, no law within the compaſs 
of human wiſdom could be found more juſt | 
and adequate to its purpoſe z—None better cal- 
culated to diſcover the juſt proportions of the 
wealth poſſeſſed by the Land Colonies; — none 
better to eſtabliſh a juſt diſtribution of the tax 
among them ;—nor any which could ſo effec- 
tually carry its own powers into execution. 
The fate of this ſtatute, equally unfortunate to 
both countries, is univerſally known. Its exe- 
cution was oppoſed by a ſmall intereſted faction 
in America, and that faction was vindicated and 
ſupported in Britain. It was repealed on prin- 
ciples void of reaſon or juſtice, and contrary to. 
the molt evident policy. The perſeverance and 
firmneſs of the Miniſter ſtood oppoſed by the 
ny and groundleſs fears of the CONE 
The 


| CE 37 7 
The latter prevailed; and the Miniſter foreſeeing 
the meaſure portentous of events equally im- 
portant and miſchievous to the welfare of the 
ſociety, reluctantly deſerted the ſervice of his 
country, which he had in vain attempted to pro- 
A foreſight of the miſchiefs which would 
flow from the repeal of this ſtatute, was not 
confined to the Miniſter who propoſed it. They 
were ſeen by many in the great councils of the 
State, they were feared by ſome in the C-—=b—t, 


and they were even within the ſhallow compre- 


henſion of the Miniſter who ſucceeded him, and 
by whoſe factious influence the repeal had been 
' effected. Even this Miniſter dreaded. the con- 
ſequences of his own conduct. He knew, that 
the remonſtrances of the Colonies reſted in a 
denial of the ſupreme authority of the State. 
He foreſaw, that the repeal of the act, on that 


ground, would naturally lead to a like denial. in 
reſpect to every other matter cogniſable in Par- 
liaament. He could not ſuſpect, that thoſe wha 


had preſumed to deny its power: in a matter the 
moſt important to its exiſtence, the moſt mo- 


mentous to the ſafety of ſociety, and more par- 


ticularly to their own, would heſitate to oppoſe 


it in others of infinitely leſs moment. He 


knew, and he believed that others knew, that 


he had been ſurrendering, up to groundleſs 


clamours, in which the ſiniſter views. of his own 


ambition had united, the moſt important right 
of the ſupreme authority of the State, a right 
to command the aids neceſſary to the national 
defence; that he had deſtroyed that unity of 
power in the Britiſh, which has ever been found 
; eie 
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eſſential in the conſtitution of all ſtates, and 


without which the members of no ſociety can 
be compelled to act in concert for the general 
fafety ; and of courſe, that he had laid a broad 


foundation for the independence of America. 
Alarmed at the proſpect of theſe miſchiefs, 
ſhame and regret took place for a moment of 


his ambition. He endeavoured to heal the 


wound, which the dagger from his own hand 


had made in the Britiſh empire. The remedy 


applied was the Declaratory Act. In order to 
make this palatable to his factious American 
friends, he . zreacheroufly undertook to aſſure 


them, without any authority from Parliament, 


ce that though the act was declaratory of the 
«© right, yet Government never would attempt 
« to exerciſe it.“ The Colonies were to be 
conſidered in the moſt abſurd of all lights; as 
members of the Britiſn ſociety; and yet inde- 


— 


ndent of its ſovereign authority ;—as ſo many 


diſtinct inferior politic bodies, without any po- 


litical ſubordinativnz—asſo many little imperia 
in imperio;—as members poſſeſſed of the moſt 
perfe& juſtice and integrity ;—as devoid of hu- 
man prejudices, attachments or frailties, and 
left to their own pleaſure to do what juſtice 

they ſhould think proper to a people who had 
ſaved them from ruin, and were bound to pro- 


tect them in future. 


No man, acquainted with thoſe motives 
which ever yet have produced a revolt in ſo- 
ciety, can believe, that either of the before- 
mentioned acts could be the original cauſe of 
the rebellion. Tbe principle of the firſt was 
confeſſed to be Juſt, and the burthen impoſed 


of 


„ 


was ſo light as not to be made an object of 
complaint; and the ſecond neither did or 
could do them an injury. It neither impoſed a 
burthen, nor deprived the Colonies. of a right. 
It was only declaratory of 'that authority, to 
which they had ſubmitted from the firſt dawn 
of their ſettlement. Indeed, the enacting and 
repeal of the Stamp Act, and the paſſing of the 
Declaratory Bill, with the mean and contempt- 
ible aſſurances attending it, diſcovered ſuch a 
want of firmneſs. and ſtability in the Britiſh 
councils, as to afford juſt matter for American 
ridicule, not reaſon for complaint, much leſs 
for ſedition and rebellion, That theſe tranſ- 
actions had their effects, muſt be confeſſed; for 
though they cannot be ſaid to have been the 
original cauſe of the rebellion, yet it is known 
to every obſervant American, that ſo much ti- 
midity and -weakneſs in the councils of this 
country tended to encourage and nouriſh 
the ſeeds of American ſedition, long before 
planted, and now growing faſt to a dangerous 


maturity. {Big UB half 2 ee eg 120: op REG” 42133 
The numbers of people, the commerce and 


opulence of America, ſtill increaſing with amaz- 
ing rapidity; the trifling debt incurred by the 
laſt war being nearly paid off, and Great Britain 
labouring under an enormous debt, a gr 
part of which was incurred in meaſures for her 
protection; repeated demands having been 
made, by the Crown, of the Aſſemblies, to grant 
the neceſſary ſums for the ſupport of the admi- 
niſtration of their own juſtice, to no purpoſe; 
and the deficiency being conſtantly ſupplied 
by monies raiſed on the people of Great Bri- 
| if 4 tain, 
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tain, * overburdened with debt; 

ſo many circumſtances which ſtared Wa 
Miniſter in the face as he came into of- b 
fice. : To be altogether inattentive to theſe 
conſiderations, - was more than an honeſt XX 
mind, intruſted with 'the adminiſtration: of na : 
tional juſtice, could ſupport. Beſides, as mat 
ters then ſtood upon the American remon- 
ſtrances againſt the Stamp Act, the repeal of that 


Mt AR, the Declaratory. Act, and the ſubſequent 
1.100 aſſurances from the Miniſter, the authority of . 
9 the Parliament over the Colonies was in a man- © 
1 ner given up. It as therefore neceſſary, not 
„ ___ only in point of juſtice, but policy, wpals the 
| 488 Act commonly Alle the Tea Act. | 
r This act has alſo been enumerated in the liſt of 
. American grievances, and as one of the cauſes of 
— the preſent rebellion. Let us enquire into the 

8 flact. So much of the regulations of this act as re- 


110 lated to the impoſition of duties on foreign pa- 
8 per, glaſs, and painters colours, was indeed 
1 unjutt. Of this, complaint was made; and 
1:18 the juſtice of the Britiſh Parliament imme- 
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11 | diately interpoſed, becauſe it ſubjected the 
„ of America to a double duty, one pay- 
1 jo able in Britain, another in America. But the 


— 


| duty on tea remained unrepealed, becauſe no 
118 fuch objection lay to it. The Parliament had, 
21086 | in framing the act, taken off the foreign duty 
Hi | of one ſhilling payable in Great Britain,” and 
it ' hid only threepence on the pound payable in 

| America. Now, if the duties on the other 
articles were an unjuſt burden on the ſubject in 
America, it was immediately relieved; and the 


one impoſed on teas was an abundant favour. 
It 
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Tt enabled them to import that article 
pence in the pound cheaper than they could im- 
port it before paſſing the at. 
Of the juſtice done to the Colonies in} the 
repeal of the duties on paper, glaſs, and patotzrs' 
colours, and of the favour done in enabling 
them to drink their tea, which made fo great a 
part of their ſubſiſtence, ninepence in the pound 
cheaper than they had ever purchaſed before, 
the Americans were truly ſenſible. In vain did 
the Republicans of New-England ſer every 
engine at work, and exert their endeavours, by 
their partizans in every Colony, to prevail on 
the merchant not to import, and the people not 
to buy the article of tea. In vain did they enter 
into a non-importation agreement. The mer- 
chant would, and did import, and the people, 
led by their true intereſt, would, and did buy, 
notwithſtanding all their exertions to pre- 

vent it. VVV 

In order to do a further favour to the people 
of America, to the prejudice of the Britiſn 
American merchant, but to the benefit of the 
Eaſt India Company, an act was paſſed to enable 
the Company, by their agents, to ſell their teas 
in America by lots, in the ſame manner they were 
ſold in Great Britain, I call this a favour to 
the people of America. By this act, the ſhop- 
keeper or retailer, in the ſea - port towns, was 
enabled to purchaſe his tea in lots, incumbered 
only with the freight from Great Britain to 
America. The conſumer of tea in America 
was obliged to pay only one profit to the 
Company, another to the ſhopkeeper. But 
before the act, they uſually paid a profit to 
= the 


, E 
the Company, to the London merchant who 
bought it of the Company, and ſold it to the 
American merchant, and alſo to the American 
merchant, beſides the profit of the retailer. So 
that, by this act, the conſumer of this neceſſary 
and common article of ſubſiſtence was enabled 
to purchaſe it at one half of its uſual price; an 
advantage that did not, nor could eſcape the 
moſt vulgar comprehenſion. 2 
The next act enumerated in the liſt of Ame- 
rican grievances, is that prohibiting the trade of 
Jl; Boſton, until the corporation ſhould pay the 
il! damages wantonly done to the Eaſt India Com- 
1 pany. Had the Parliament proceeded further, 
1 and deprived the corporation of every privilege 
1 it contained on the ſame terms, no juſt man 
141} would have called it ſevere : Becauſe, however 
#1 88 weighty might have been the burthen, their re- 
}/ 1134 lief from it was left in their own power, and the 
11 condition of relief was nothing more than a 
i } ſtrict act of juſtice, which reſted with them to 
14 
1 


perform or not, at their pleaſure. This was 
| the opinion of all America, ſave a few men 
li who meant to make uſe of it as an inſtrument 
Ut | to deceive and miſlead the ignorant and incau- 
4 tious into rebellion. Even the inhabitants of 
[ the Maſſachuſſett's province, when called upon 
to unite in oppoſition to this act, told the Select 
ö Men of Boſton, That their corporation had 
| done an act of violence and injuſtice, by de- 
ſtroying the property of their fellow. ſubjects, 
and that they only ought to make reparation, 
and by it relieve themſelves from the diſtreſs 
brought on them by their own unjuſt conduct. 


ve | © | 
N The 


©: K , . 
* — — n 
——Ü— — 24 — — — — — — — — 2 —— bA& — — . 
r 1 7 — 
— 


. e 
4 
OY 


—_—_— v , 1 4 | oY 
. : — — — — og = 
a n — —— —̃ —„- T . n N 3522 — cad 
R e > abun 
| 


- IX . pad « - — 
: * E 4 ht 
49 J—erm——e 2 29 os 


[i ) 

The laſt in the liſt is, the act for altering one 
article in the Maſſachuſſett's charter, which 
takes from the General Court, or Aſſembly, the 
right of conſtituting the middle branch of the 
legiſlature, and veſts it ſolely in the King's 
repreſentative. I ſhall not now enter on a de- 
rail of the miſchiefs to the peace and welfare of 
the province, which had ariten from the want of 
this regulation. They are notorious to every 

one acquainted with its v hiſtory, and 

they are briefly recited in the ſubſequent part of 
theſe remarks. It is enough to ſay, they were 
intolerable, and had been found by long ex- 
perience to be totally inconſiſtent with its ſub- 

ordination to the Britiſh empire. 
When our preſent happy conſtitution was 
ſettled, it was the intention of our anceſtors 
that it ſhould be permanent and unalterable, It 
was wiſely formed, equally to avoid the oppreſ- 
ſion and miſchiefs ariſing from abſolute mo- 
narchy and democracy, from tyranny and licen- 
tiouſneſs. The authority of the Crown, and 
the privileges of the people, were ſo placed in 
oppolite ſcales, as always, when rightly inform- 
ed, and acting on principles which lead to their 
mutual ſafety, to be on an equal balance. But 
as the monarch and the people were both ſubje& 
to human frailties, and naturally fond of un- 
limited power, an independent ariſtocratical 
authority was ſo appointed, as to be able to 
throw its weight in either ſcale, as the other 
ſhould preponderate. By this policy alone the 
duration and freedom of the Britiſh government 
has been maintained for ages paſt, and may be 
maintained for ages to come, if ſtrictly adhered 
D 2 7 to. 
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Britiſh government. 


( 20 ) 
to. How often this ariſtocratical power has 


been thrown into the different ſcales, and how 
much oftener into the popular than the mo- 


narchical, to preſerve the conſtitution, may be ſeen 


in our hiſtory. Now the right of appointing 
this ariſtocratical part of the Britiſh government, 
has been fixed and eſtabliſhed in the Crown from 
the firſt dawn of the preſent government. The 
people of England have never claimed, nor 
pretended to claim it; and I am ſure, that no 
King was ever authoriſed to give away any of 
the rights of the Crown, They are fiduciary 
truſts, unalienably veſted in him and his ſuc- 
ceſſors for ever, for the benefit of the ſociety. 
They were conferred on him, to maintain the 
rights of Government, and not to deſtroy them. 
But by this grant of the ariſtocratical rights of 
the conſtitution to a part of the commonalty 


of the empire, the King aſſumed a power by 


which he might, at his pleaſure, deſtroy the 
eſſence of the Britiſh government, ſubvert its 
balance, and throw it into inextricable con- 


fuſion. For, if he may grant them to the ſub- 


jects of the State emigrating to America, he 
may certainly grant them to thoſe who remain 


in Britain. The moſt artful reaſoner cannot 


contradict this truth without apparent ſophiſtry; 
becauſe no reaſon can be aſſigned why he may 
grant to the ſubjects of the State ſettling out 
of the realm, rights which he cannot grant to 
thoſe within it; and if, by the fundamental 
laws of the State, he holds a right to grant 


theſe powers to the people of Britain, he may, 


at his pleaſure, deſtroy the conſtitution of the 


Supported 


( 21 ) | 
Supported by.. theſe principles, I may ſurely 
affirm, that no King of England was ever veſted 
with a right to grant to the people of the Maſſa- 


chuſſett's legiſlature, the ſole appointment, or a 


ſhare in the appointment, of the ariſtocratic 
part of its conſtitution ; that Parliament poſ- 


ſeſſed authority to alter the charter of Boſton | 


in this particular, and in every other where the 
powers granted were inconſiſtent with funda- 
mental laws and the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of the 
ſtate z and not only the charter of Maſſachuſ- 


ſett's, but every other charter granted to the 
Colonies, whoſe powers tend to weaken either 
the monarchical, ariſtocratical, or democratical 
balance of the Britiſh Government; and that it 


was their duty indiſpenſible to make ſuch altera- 
tion; and not only to do this, but to proceed 


in the work till every Colony charter is made 
conformable to the true fundamental principles 


of a mixed monarchy ; becauſe theſe alterations 


are not only evidently neceſſary to the ſafety of 


the ſtate, but alſo to the happineſs of the Colo- 
niſts themſelves. NP 


But it has been ſaid, that this act ve. oh - 


univerſal alarm throughout America, This 
is an aſſertion without any foundation in reaſon 
or truth. It could alarm none but thoſe who 
were already attached ro democratical principles, 


and in whoſe breaſts an averſion to the Britiſh - 


Government was already fixed. All the loyaliſts 
throughout the Colonies rather approved of 
than condemned the meaſure. It affected no 
Colony but the Maſſachuſſett's immediately, and 
none in proſpect, ſave Connecticut and Rhode- 
Iſland ; and even in theſe, the men whoſe 

: intereſt 
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intereſt and honours did not depend on popular 
aſſemblies and popular confuſion, thought it 
juſt and neceſſary. In Pennſylvania the people 
had petitioned for a Royal Government, in 
which this meaſure was included and approved; 
and in Maryland, and all the Royal Govern- 
ments, it had been eſtabliſned from the firſt ſet- 
tlement of their Colonies. The Pennſylvanians 
could not, therefore, be alarmed at a meaſure 
which conferred on their fellow-coloniſts the 
very boon they had prayed for themſelves : nor 


could the people of Maryland, and the Royal 


Governments, be ſuppoſed to reſent, or be diſ- 
guſted at this act of the State, inaſmuch as this 
right had been exerciſed by the governors of 


their own provinces without the leaſt murmur 


or complaint, ever ſince their ſettlement. 
When-theſe acts, which are the great ſubjects 
of American complaints, are impartially con- 
fidered, what do we find in them to ſupport 
thoſe complaints? What, that has the leaſt ap- 
pearance of a deſign in Government to enſlave 
the Colonies? The reader has now before him 
the principles upon which theſe ſtatutes were 
made. He perceives that the Stamp Act was 
paſſed to draw a reaſonable revenue from Colo- 
nies which had been, and muſt continue to be, 


protected by the State — That the Declaratory 


Act was rendered neceſſary by the conduct of 
the Colonies, to ſupport the ſupremacy of Par- 
liament, which they had denied That the 
Tea Act was deſigned to procure a revenue 
from them, but in a manner ſo beneficial, that 
for every three pence paid they received one 
ſhilling. The act for altering the Maſſachuſ- 


ſe te“ 


1 
ſett's charter only declared that to be void which 
was void in itſelf, becauſe granted without 
authority, and annulled an unconſtitutional 
power, which was really miſchievous to the 
people themſelves. The Boſton Port Act 
was no more than an act of common and na- 
tural juſtice, What was it the duty of Admini- 
ſtration to have done? Were they to ſuffer the 
burthen of American protection to lie longer 
heavy on the ſhoulders of the people of this 


country ? Were Britons to become hewers of 
mood, and drawers of water, for an American 


faction? Were they tamely to permit the ſu- 
preme authority of the State to be inſolently 
trampled on by its ungrateful ſubjects, without 
ſupporting it? Were they to hear the calls for 
juſtice from Britiſh ſubjects, againſt the acts of 
violence of the Boſton faction, and not give 
them redreſs? And were ſtatutes made for thoſe 
purpoſes, ſupported as they are by the prin- 
ciples of all laws human and divine, to be tor- 
tured by any ſophiſtry into cauſes ſufficient to 
Juſtify rebellion ? If there is a man living, who 
will ſubſcribe to the affirmative of theſe queſ. 
tions, with him I will not contend, 

_ Having thus ſhewn that the American re- 
bellion has not ariſen frþm thofe motives to which 
the rebels in America, "Wd their adherents in 
Britain, have artfully and falſely imputed them, 
with intent to conceal their own flagitious de- 
ſigns, we will ſearch for Truth where ſhe is 
only to be found; and endeavour to demonſtrate 
by what progreſſive means, and fatal ſucceſſion 
of events, the original ſpark has been produced, 
and nouriſhed up to its preſent flame; which by 
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its extenſive influence has deſtroyed the peace oc 
Great - Britain, and ſeems to endanger its exiſt- 
ence as an independent empire. | 

To do this, we muſt look as far back into the 
political hiſtory of this country, as the begin- 
ning of the ſixteenth century. At this period, 
Chriſtianity in Britain was delivered from the. 


ſhackles of the church of Rome. Henry VIII. 


Edw. VI. and Queen Elizabeth had performed the 
enerous taſk, Under their auſpices the churchof 
ngland became eſtabliſhed ; but too rigidly 


attached to her own doctrines and modes of | 


worſhip, her rules admitted of little latitude or 
indulgence for different opinions. That re- 
ſtraint on the conſciences of men, from which 
ſhe had ſo lately been relieved, was, by her- 


felf, too ſtrictly impoſed on others. That 


freedom of the human mind, which is not always 


to be reſtrained by the wiſeſt regulations, and 


which was rather increaſed than diminiſhed by 


the Reformation, remained yet too much limited. 
The zeal, I may call it rage, for more liberty 


in religion, ſoon broke the bounds of that re- 
ſtraint, and multiplied into a variety of ſects 
diſſenting from the Church. Theſe ſhe haraſſed 
and diſtreſſed. Among the perſecuted were the 


Puritans, or Firſt Independents; and none felt 


the weight of her power with more ſeverity. 

At this conduct in the Church we ſhall not 
be ſurpriſed, when we review the principles of 
theſe ſectaries; their religious tenets were alto- 

ether heterodox, and their principles of eccle- 
ſiaſtical polity were as directly repugnant to 
thoſe of the eſtabliſhed Church, as their ideas of 
civil government were to thoſe of a mixed mo- 
narchy ; 


( 2s 

narchy; and of courſe equally inconſiſtent with 
the ſafety of both. „ 10 Of ISP. 

By the 25th of Henry VIII. the King had 
been declared the ſupreme head of the church. 
From him flowed all ecclefiaftical promo- 
tions; by him the biſhops. were appointed; 
under him all the inferior . clergy held their 
offices; and the rules of the church were eſta- 
bliſned by his authority: but theſe ſectaries 
held it a maxim too ſacred to be diſpenſed with, 
that the power of their church could be ſubject 
to no temporal authority whatſoever z that it was 
a ſeparate independent body, governed by. the 
ordinances of their king Jeſus, which they ex- 
pounded according to- their own fanatic and 
excentric notions z that the privilege and power 
of electing and ordaining miniſters of the goſpel 
was, of right, veſted in the people ; that they 
who held the right to inveſt with, mult hold 
the right to diſpoſſeſs a miniſter of, his power 
and office; and that all offences againſt good 
morals and the rules of their church, ought to 
be heard and determined by the people, or con- 
gregational communicants, from whoſe deciſion 
there could be no lawful appeal to any temporal 
authority whatever. | 2 HO RON e i 
It was not to be expected that people poſſeſſed 
of theſe notions, and who had adopted them as 
ſacred tenets of conſcience, could ever make 
good and faithful ſubjects to a ſtate, where the 
licentiouſneſs of popular power was checked and 


reſtrained by that of monarchy and ariſtacracy. 


This kind of popular independence in eccleſiaſti- 
cal, was ſo nearly allied to that in civil polity, it 


is ſcarcely poſſible to conceive that the human 


mind 
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mind could hold the one and reje& the other. 
That kind of reaſon which led to the one, as 
. ſtrongly inculcated the other; and the principle 
of either was the principle of both. They there- 
fore maintained, that the right to all civil as 
well as eccleſiaſtical power originated in the peo- 
ple, and ought to remain veſted in them with- 
out any controul. If theſe doctrines, ſo mani- 
feſtly inconſiſtent with the principles of the Bri- 
tiſh conſtitution, taught the Puritans to believe 
that an independent popular Government in their 
own hands could alone effectually ſecure their 
independence in religion, it at the ſame time 
convinced the eſtabliſhed Government and 
Church, that their ſafety (in the then infant ſtate 
of the Reformation, which required an union in 
ſentiment to ſupport it) depended on ſuppreſſing 
them. OE: e 
Zealouſly attached to their own notions, a 
number of theſe ſectaries, to avoid the perſe- 
cution in Britain, emigrated to Holland, in hopes 
of finding a Government more favourable to 
their deſigns, Here they were received witn 
every indulgence the freedom of the human 
mind could deſire. They erected churches, © 
ſettled congregations, eſtabliſhed among them- 
ſelves their own church-government, and lived 
without moleſtation. But this did not ſatisfy 
them ; they were not happy. One and the firſt 
object of their enthuſiaſm, the poſſeſſion of a 
government of their own purely republican, 
was not gratified, nor likely to be ſo under the 
States. An ariſtocratic ſociety was as different 
from their ideas of civil polity, as a mixed mo- 
narchy. They, therefore, refolved to go in 
= | ſearch 


(7 29: ): 
ſearch of further adventures in another country, . 
The Hollanders laboured to perſuade them to ſet- 
tle under their ſtates with their people on Hud- 
ſon's river : but this did not anſwer their purpoſe. 
They choſe to be in a country alone, unmixed 
with others, and to have all power in their 
own poſſeſſion. That country was New-Eng- 
land ; and neither the dangers of an ocean 


rarely explored, nor of a wilderneſs filled with 


ſavages, could divert them from their pur- 
ole. 
1 In the year 1620 they arrived, and ſettled 
New Plymouth, Here they ſet up their own 
modes of worſhip and form of government. 
And as the twa great objects of their emigration 
were an independent church, and a republican 
ſociety, they inſtituted both; veſting the 
powers of direction and puniſhment, in all caſes 
whatſoever, in the people at large. All their 
officers were elective; and when elected, 
they exerciſed all the powers of government, 
legiſlative, executive, and fœderative; but under 
forms and ceremonies as different as poſſible 
from thoſe of the ſtate whoſe territory they 
poſſeſſed, and whoſe ſubjects they were: and 
all this was done without the leaſt authority from 
the Britiſh Government. In this manner they 
lived until the year 1629, when they obtained 


aà grant for their territories from the Council 


of Plymouth, which I ſhall have occaſion ſoon 


more particularly to mention, 


The beginning of the reign of Charles J. 
was not more remarkable for toleration, than 
that of his immediate predeceſſor. A perſecu- 


tion of the Nonconformiſts continued. The 


E 2 | Puritans, 
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the accompliſhment of their views. 


6 
Puritans, among others, were haraſſed and 
Their principles of religion and 
polity were in no eſſential different from 
thoſe of the Browniſts or Independents ; and 
their ſpirits and enthuſiaſm were equally intole- 
rant of the rules of the eſtabliſhed church and 
government. The path to America being now 


_ explored by their brethren the Browniſts, whoſe 


ſettlement had conſiderably increaſed, a num- 
ber of theſe ſectaries alſo reſolved to ſettle in 
New England. To countenance their deſign, 
they purchaſed of the Plymouth Company a 
part of their territory. But it contained no 
powers to inſtitute civil policy. To what rea-' 
ſon this omiſſion was owing, is not poſitively 
known. It could not be occaſioned by a re- 
luctance in the grantees to accept of them, be- 
cauſe they were neceſſary to their ſafery, and 
It is there- 
fore more than probable, when we conſider that 
the grantors were Lords of his Majeſty's 
Council, and other noblemen and gentlemen, 


all of them members of the eſtabliſned church, 


that they would not entruſt men of ſuch. dan- 
gerous principles to the church and ſtate, with 
the powers of government in a diſtant country. 
However, this omiſſion obliged them to apply 
to the Crown for a charter, which they obtained 
March 4, 1628, | „%%% ¾ ö 
Upon a view of this charter, ſundry obſerva- 
tions occur too important to be omitted. Nine 
tenths of the grantees were Nonconformiſts, 
compoſed of a mixture of Puritans and Preſ- 
byterians. The powers and privileges aſked 
tor and granted were merely republican, Every 
prero- 
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( 29 ) 
pretogative of the Crown, and all the rights of 
the ariſtocratic part of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
were ſacrificed to the republican views of the 
grantees. To | 3 

By this charter the grantees were conſtituted 
a body politic, with all the rights neceſſary to 
form a complete independent civil ſociety. They 
were veſted with a power to receive into and 
make free of their fociety ſuch perſons as © they 
ſhould think fit;“ to chuſe annually their own 
Governor, Deputy-Governor, and aſſiſtants out 
of the perſons ſo denizen'd; and in theſe were 
veſted as full and complete a legiſlative power, 
as that of the King, Lords, and Commons, fo 
far as regarded the territory granted and the 
inhabitants of it. Or, in the words of the 
charter, they were impowered © to make laws 
e and ordinances for the good and welfare of 
„ the Company, and for the government of 
the lands and plantations, and the people 
e inhabiting and to inhabit the ſame, as to them, 
« from time to time, ſhould be thought meet.” 
There was no other controul to this complete 
legiſlative authority, than that the laws and or- 
dinances ſhould not be contrary or repugnant to 
the laws and ſtatutes of the. realm. And, in 
reſpect to this, there was not the leaſt provi- 
ſion that theſe legiſlators ſhould tranſmit their 
acts for the repeal or even inſpection of the 
State, nor any authority reſerved in the Crown 
to demand ſuch tranſmiſſion ; nor in caſe of re- 
fuſal, a forfeiture or penalty to enforce it. So 
that even this controul was inſignificant. 
Nor was this charter leſs liberal in granting 
away the executive rights and prerogatives of 
| . ne 
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( 39 ) 
the Crown. The grantees held under it full. 


powers to ſettle the forms and ceremonies of 
„ government and magiſtracy,” and to name, 


% and ſtyle all forts of officers, both ſuperior. 


and inferior, diſtinguiſhing and ſetting forth 
e the ſeveral duties, powers, and limits of 
ct every ſuch office,” and the © forms of the 
<« oaths tobe reſpectively miniſtered untothem;” 
85 to. diſpoſe and order the election of all ſuch 
e officers;” and to impoſe all © fines, impriſon- 
&© ments, and other lawful corrections” on the 
people. To which was added the right of 
making war and peace, under no other reſtric- 
tions than thoſe contained in the laws of na- 
ture and nations. Thus all the powers of the 
State, legiſlative, executive, and even fœdera- 
tive were given up by their charter. An impe- 
rium in imperio, or a government which was in- 
tended to be dependent and ſubordinate, was 
eſtabliſned with independent powers. But more; 
the charter is ſo far from confining the eſſential 


Principles of their polity to thoſe of the pa- 


rent ſtate, that every power, right, and pri- 
vilege granted, is purely democratical. All 
of them originate with, and once in every 
year revert to popular aſſemblies, without a 


ſingle ray of monarchy or ariſtocracy mixed 


with them. 

A charter thus framed exactly accorded with 
the Puritanic and democratical wiſhes and prin- 
ciples of the grantees, and the people who. 
were to be governed by it. But by what means 
the powers of government and dominion, ſo to- 
tally inconſiſtent with the ſupreme legiſlative 
authority of the ſtate, ſo ſubverſive of the rights 

0 


of the Crown, and in all reſpe&s repugnant to 
the eſtabliſhed form of a mixed monarchy, could 
be obtained from a King, whoſe evident deſign 
was to extend his prerogatives beyond their 
conſtitutional bounds, is at this day difficult to 
aſcertain, The moſt probable conjecture is, 
that they were obtained, by corruption. Indeed 
this opinion 'feems founded in ſomething more 
than conjecture. Documents of ſome credit 
ſay, that the large ſum of two thouſand pounds 
was paid: for the purchaſe. This will appear 
yet more probable, * when we conſider the per- 
plexity and diſtreſs which the Court of Charles 
was often ſubjected to for want of money. In- 
deed it feems impoſſible to account for it other- 
wiſe; for it exceeds all the bounds of reaſonable 
conjecture, that a Prince, poſſeſſed of ſuch high 
ideas of the extent of .his prerogative, ſhould 
grant a charter effectually ſubverſive of that 
prerogative, on any other ground than that of 
neceſſity. er 
| However this may be, it was not-reaſonable 
to expect that men, governed by theſe princi- 
ples, and poſſeſſed of the unlimited powers of 
this charter, would ever adopt the laws of Eng- 
land, or even found their own laws upon the 
ſame principles; much leſs that they would re- 
tain an attachment to, or even a favourable 
opinion of, the principles of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment. All experience in the political hiſtory of - 
man—the influence which different civil polity 
ever had, and will have, on the human paſſions 
and affections, forbad it. If we would remove 
vicious habits, manners, or opinions incon- 
ſiſtent with the unity and ſafety of the ſociety, 
do 
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prohibitory laws muſt be made to ſuppreſs 
them. If we would form or maintain ſalutary 


| Habits, manners, or opinions conſiſtent with the 


intereſt of a ſociety, preceptive, laws muſt be 
made to inculcate and ſupport them. Theſe 
maxims are founded in common ſenſe, in com- 
mon policy, and in almoſt univerſal practice. 
But this charter, by ſome ſtrange inattention, 
influence, or infatuation in the Government 
that granted it, was manifeſtly - calculated to 


efface all the laws, habits, manners, and opi- 


nions which it ought to ſupport, to de- 
ſtroy that ſyſtem of polity 1 it ought to 
have maintained, and to level all the orders, ar- 
rangements, checks, and balances, wiſely gra- 
duated and tempered, of a mixed monarchy, to 
the loweſt and moſt imperfect of all political 
ſyſtems, a tumultuous, ſeditious, and inert de- 
mocracy. How far this aſſertion is juſt, we 


ſhall perceive in tracing the conduct of the pea- 


ple who ſettled under it. | 1 

I have mentioned before, that the firſt ſettlers 
in New England had nothing leſs in view than 
an independent eſtabliſhment, both in religion 
and government. For theſe reaſons they firſt 
left England, and emigrated to Holland; they 
left Holland, and ventured to New England; 
and they and their friends, united with them in 
religious and political opinions, obtained the 
charter now under conſideration. It was cer- 
tainly the intent of the charter, that the corpo- 
ration ſhould be eſtabliſhed in England, and 
that the coloniſts under it ſhould be governed by 
the general laws of the realm, pa. the parti- 
cular laws made by the corporation thus eſta- 


bliſhed, But the penetration of theſe enthu- 
| ſiaſts 


( 33 


fiaſts ſoon diſcovered, or,perhaps it was known 
to them before, that the powers of an inferior 
corporation, under the immediate eye and con- 
troul of the ſupreme authority of the State, 
however unlimited their powers from the Crown, 


= would nor venture to eſtabliſh their inde- 


pendence, or at leaſt would not be ſo bold in 
doing it, as one at three thouſand miles diſtance, 
where their laws, their, manners, and conduct 
might be concealed or diſguiſed from the pe- 
netration of the State. Jt was therefore agreed 
by the corporation, within eighteen months 
after it had been eſtabliſhed in England, to 
remove all its powers to Ametica, without 
the leaſt authority from the Crown for that 
purpoſe. E W 
Previous to the charter they had given evi- 
dent proofs of their deſign. They ad eſta- 
bliſhed a form of government altogether popular, 
and a church on congregational principles. 
They had aboliſhed the uſe of the common 
prayer and ſervice of the church of England. 


An attempt to perform it in a particular ſociety, 


collected for that purpoſe, was adjudged ſedi- 
tion againſt the government, and two of the 
members of their council were baniſhed from 
the community for that offence. —© 
Upon the removal of their charter, they 
thought, that the foundation of. their inde- 
pendence was laid. By what means they 
erected the ſuperſtructure is a curious en- 
quiry; it is alſo a neceſſary one to unfold 
the genuine ſpirit of the people, and to lead 
us to the cauſes of the preſent rebellion. A 
Government was ſoon eſtabliſhed, altogether 
PR 
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1 
democratical. A Governor, Deputy governor, 
an Aſſiſtant, and a Magiſtracy were appointed; 
— and as the firſt great object was the eſtabliſh- 
ment of their own religion, to the excluſion of 

the Church of England, and all other denomi- 
nations of Chriſtians, the firſt law of any mo- 
ment that was enacted, declared, “that none 
ſhould be admitted to the freedom of the body 
politic, but ſuch as were members of their own 
church.” By this law, made directly contrary 
to the evident deſign of the charter, which gave 
any ſubject a right to ſettle in New England, a 
majority of the people then in that country were 
deprived of their civil rights and privileges, ren- 
dered incapable of holding any place of honour 
or profit, and liable to be tried for all offences 
by perſons adverſe in opinions and ſentiments 
to them. The illegality and cruelty of this act 
were obvious; it was as repugnant to the dic- 
tates of reaſon and humanity, as it was incon- 
ſiſtent with the ſpirit and deſign of the charter. 
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1 And yet it continued in force until the diſſolu- 
ll wil tion of their charter, or upwards of fixty years. 
1 But it was neceſſary to the excluſive eſtabliſh- 
l! 9 ment of their church; and to this meaſure 
„ whatever appeared neceſſary, was in the opinion 
i i of their Government lawful and juſt. es 
it It was not long before they tound, that this E 
i law, although it effectually deprived all perſons 4 


of different perſuaſions in religion from partici- 
pating in their Government, it did not prevent 
their ſettling in the territory. Many, indeed a 
majority of the ſettlers, differed from them in 
religious ſentiments and modes of worſhip, and 
many others were expected from England, with 
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( 35 ) 
deſign to purchaſe and ſettle ; all which tended: 
to ſubvert their original deſign of reſerving the 
government and territory of New England to 
themſelves, * the only choſen people of God.“ 
Alarmed at this proſpect, an act yet more un- 
juſt, and more repugnant to the ſpirit of the 
charter, was paſſed, All perſons were forbid 
to entertain in their houſes any ſtranger, who 
came with intent to reſide among them, without 
liberty from one of the ſtanding council, or two 
other aſſiſtants, The penalties were as ſevere 
as the law was unjuſt. Forty pounds were im- 
poſed on every perſon who ſhould receive ſuch 
ſtranger, and twenty pounds for every month 
he remained with him, and one hundred pounds 
on any town which ſhould give or ſell to him 


| a lot of ground to reſide on. 


Thus the ſame people, who had lately been 
perſecuted, became the perſecutors. It would 
be tedious to mention in detail all the cruelties 
committed under the authority of their ſynod, 
and this democratical government. It would 
exhibit a picture of human folly and wicked» 


neſs more painful than entertaining. I ſhall 


only therefore remark, that all the ſubjects of 
the ſtate, who held different opinions of religion, 
were deemed either libellous againſt the church, 
ſeditious againſt the government, or blaſphe- 
mous againſt their God. Every tenet of re- 
ligion inconſiſtent with their own, was ad- 
Judged heterodox and heretical, We cannot 
therefore be ſurpriſed, upon looking into the 
hiſtory of their government, to find inſtances 
of inquiſitorial cruelty, Toleration in the 
rulers was deemed a fin which would bring 
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C 13 | 
down the judgments of heaven upon the land. 
Inquiſition was made into men's private judg- 
ments, as well as their declarations and practice. 
Many innocent and inoffenſive people were im- 
priſoned, many baniſned on pain of ſuffering 
death in caſe they returned, and ſome were con- 
demned and ſuffered death; and all the rights 
of conſcience and humanity were violated and 
ſuppreſſed, although, by the words of the 
charter, toleration in religion and full liberty 
of conſcience were expteſsly granted. If any 
reaſonable mind can deſire further evidence 
than theſe tranſactions, that the people now 
ſettled in New England intended to exclude all 
perſons of every other religion but their own, 
and to ſet up an independent popular republic 
in that country, it will appear from the decla- 
ration of their favourite governor, Mr. Win- 
throp, who muſt be ſuppoſed to be perfectly ac- 
quainted with their views. For he ſays, in a 
letter wrote to Lord Say, that God had 
* choſen New England to plant Bis people in, 
c and that it would be diſpleaſing to him that 
& 7þis work ſhould be hindered.” 
We are not to expect that men who paid fo 
little regard to their charter in matters of reli- 
ion, would adhere to it further than was con- 
ſiſtent with the great object in view in matters 
of polity. So far as it promoted their inde- 
ndence, they complied with its directions, 
ut no further. They eſtabliſhed a popular 
government conformable to it. But inſtead of 
governing the ſociety by the general ſtatute and 
common law of the realm, or conforming to the 
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by themſelves, they enacted new laws totally 
repugnant to, and ſubverſive of, them. Al- 
though the charter gave them no authority over 
the life of the ſubject, they aſſumed and con- 
ferred it on their courts of judicature. And it 
was a ſettled opinion, that the laws of England 
had no force in their ſociety, unleſs brought 
over and confirmed by their own legiſlature, 
They formed a new code of laws, founded on 
the laws of Moſes, much more ſevere, and in 
many inſtances more ſanguinary, than either the 
ſtatute or common Jaw. Their laws were ex- 
tended to facts committed out of the juriſdiction 
of their corporation, and their courts took cog- 
niſance of piracies, murders, felonies, and other 
offences committed on the high ſeas, while the 
laws of England made for the regulation of their 
commerce were utterly diſregarded. A law for 
the puniſhment of ſedition or treaſon, or any 
offence againſt the perſon of the King, or 
againſt the ſtate, was not known in their ſociety, 
And it is remarkably characteriſtic of this peo- 
ple, that although they made proviſion againſt 
the perpetration of every other crime which hu- 
man nature is liable to commit, and particularly 
one to puniſh treaſon againſt their own govern- 
ment with death, this only ſhould be want- 
ing in their firſt ſyſtem of polity. This circum- 
ſtance, added to the popular form of their go- 
vernment, their diſlike to the Engliſh laws, and 
their inſtitution of a code ſo totally different, are 
ſo many proofs, amounting to demonſtration, 
of their diſaffection to the Crown, their enmity 
to mixed monarchy, and of their fixed reſolution 
Seer ; | to 
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neceſſary to all laws—he has the ſole appoint- 


„ 
to eſtabliſh an independent commonwealth of 
their own. | 7 

Under this charter the people of Maſſachuſ- 
ſett's remained until it was reſumed by Charles 
II. A few years after the Prince of Orange 
arrived, and the Revolution in England took 
place, fond of their old licentiouſneſs and con- 
fuſed government, they petitioned in vain for a 
renewal of their old charter. That wiſe prince, 
little acquainted as he muſt have been with the 
conſtitution of England, ſaw its defects, and 
wiſhed, by a new one, to bring back thoſe people 
to a juſt attachment to the Government he in- 
tended to ſupport. This is evident from the 
alterations he made; but whether it was occa- 
ſioned by the critical ſituation of his affairs in 
England, or to ſome other cauſe, it is certain he 
did not lay the axe to the root. Some of the 
former popular rights were lopped off, but, 
like pruning the exterior branches of a tree, 
they only tended to ſwell and ftrengthen the 
trunk. They did not eradicate the ſpirit of 
their Moſaical laws; they did not eſtabliſh that 
balance, and thoſe checks on the licentious 
power of the people, which are neceſſary under 
a mixed Government. | 

The governor, under the new charter, is ap- 
pointed by the Crown; he has a power to adjourn, 
prorogue, or diſſolve the aſfembly—his aſſent is 
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ment of military officers. Theſe were all amend- 
ments of the old charter, and tended to bring their 
Government a little nearer in reſemblance to that 
of the State ; but the reſemblance was very im- 


perfect and diſtorted; for ehandepaepranrarnonie 


yet 


( 39 ) 


the governor cans 
not appoint any of the officers of the courts of 
juſtice without the aſſent of the council. All other 
civil officers are elected by the two houles, 
while he only retains a negative on their choice; 
and the council, who are thus united with him 
in his executive powers, are choſen or appointed 
by the general court or aſſembly, Thus the 
firſt branch of the legiſlature is deprived of the 
occaſional, and often neceſſary, aſſiſtance and 
weight of the ſecond ; and the executive power 
is bound in the chain of democratical influence 
in ſuch manner, that it cannot appoint a ſingle 
officer of Government without the aſſent of a 
popular aſſembly. The ſecond branch, which 
ought to be unbiaſſed and independent, 1s the 
creature of the people, and dependent on them 
for their annual exiſtence; while the third or 
democratical branch, beſides all the powers necef- 
ſary to check the exceſs of authority in the gover- 
nor, poſſeſs a conſiderable ſhare in the royal rights 
and prerogatives of the Crown. In this truly 
injudicious and abſurd manner are the principles 
of the three ſimple forms of government jum- 
bled together. Inſtead of three branches un- 
influenced by, and independent of, each other 
in their judgments and deciſions, the two higheſt 
in order, and moſt dignified, are dependent on 
the loweſt and meaneſt. 

It would extend theſe obſervations to a te- 
dious length, ſhould 1 give a circumſtantial 
detail of all the ambitious defigns and arbitrar 
attempts made by the aſſemblies of this Pro- 
vince, from time to time, to render the two 
other branches of the legiſlature yet more de- 
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"hands. I ſhall thErefore only ment! 0 


them, referring my reader to the Hiſtory wrote 
by Governor Hutchinſon, who appears to be the 
beſt informed of any of their hiſtorians. 
It is an eſſential part of the Engliſh conſtitu- 
tion, that the King ſhould be independent; that 
the civil liſt ſhould be fixed and permanent, and 
the expence and ſupport of the Crown ſhould 
not depend on the annual vote of the other 
branches of the legiſlature, It is for the ſame 
reaſon juſt and neceſſary, that Governors of 
Provinces ſhould have reaſonable and indepen- 
dent ſalaries for the ſupport of their dignity 
and freedom of judgment; but the aſſemblies 
of the Maſſachuſſett's, in order to deprive the 
governor of the free exerciſe of his judgment 
in the adminiſtration of government, have ever 
refuſed to grant a fixed ſalary. Their grants 
have been only from year to year, or. half- 
yearly; they have been withheld or granted 
according as the governor gratified them in all 
their popular meaſures and deſigns; and in ſome 
inſtances, by this means, they have compelled 
their governors to violate their inſtructions, and 
ſubmit to acts equally injurious to the rights of 
the Crown, and the true intereſt of the people. 
The hiſtory and public records of the Pro- 
vince afford a variety of attempts of the aſſem- 
bly to aſſume all the powers of, the Crown, and 
to render their Governor and Council cyphers in 
government. They will prove, that their aſſem- 
dlies have aſſumed a right to appoint officers, 
who by the directions of the charter can only 


be appointed by the general court; that theß 
N en e 


CE #2. ) 
have of their own. authority embodied and 
arrayed men in arms, and ſent them upon expe- 
ditions, contrary to the judgment, and againſt 
the will of the governor; that they have 
interfered with his right to treat with the natives, 
and prevented a treaty; that they have aſſumed 
the ſuperintendence of his Majefty's armies, forts 
and garriſons; that they have undertaken to iſſue 
proclamations, and to appoint illegal and arbi- 
trary committees, and to order the Attorney- 
General to carry on illegal proſecutions ; that 
they have aſſumed the right of adjourning their 
houſe againſt the will and conſent of the King's 
repreſentative, in whom alone that right was 
veſted by the charter; that they have attempted 
to appoint the council without conſent of the 
governor, and when appointed, to deprive them 
of their eſſential rights; that they have paſſed a 

vote for removing the general court to a differ- 


en place from that appointed in the governor's 


writ; that they have attempted to deprive him 
of his right, by the charter, to draw on the 
treaſury for the ordinary exigencies of Govern- 
ment; that they have attempted to take upon 
themſelves the command and direction of the 
militia; that they have compelled their governor 
to give up the right of treating with the natives, 
to treat in the name of the general court, and 
to ſubmit to their inſpection the very ſpeech he 
was about to make to them; that they have 
attempted to aſſume the powers of a court- 
martial, and appointed committees to take the 
ſole conduct of the war with the natives out of 
the-governor's hands; that they have threatened 
to you off the forces * ow authority from 
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the defence of the Province; that they have taken 


from the governor his right to pay the officers 
of government, and ſuffer no draughts on the 


trealury for payment of the ſalaries of officers, 


until the aſſembly have judged of the performance 
of their ſervices ; that they have refuſed to pay a 
military officer his wages, becauſe he had obeyed 
the orders of the governor, agreeable to military 
duty ; and that they have paſſed a refolve that 


the governor's public ſeal, affixed to a meſſage 
delivered to the Indians, be defaced. 


After theſe ſpecimens of the turbulent and 
ſeditious conduct of the people of this Province, 
educated under the unlimited and unconſtitutional 
powers of their former and preſent charter, and 
that too during their feeble and infant, ſtate, we 
are naturally led to look forward to meaſures more 
alarming to Government, as ſoon as they ſhall be 
poſſeſſed of greater numbers and more ſtrength. 
But before we proceed to unfold thoſe meaſures, 
we muſt, for the ſake of having all the original 
cauſes of ſo great a rebellion before us, take a 
view of the other charters granted to promote 
the ſettlement of America, In theſe we ſhall 
find the lame deviations from the form of the 
principal government, the ſame unlimited and 
unconſtitutional powers, and conſequently, in the 
people educated under them, the ſame popular 
averſion and ſeditious oppoſition to the laws and 
conſtitution of the Britiſh State, and'the ſame de- 
ſign of becoming, as ſoon as their ſtrength and 


maturity would enable them, an independent 


people. 3 | Ea Ne 
Ihe charters I allude to, are thoſe of Rhode- 


| Wand and Connecticut. Theſe charters, upon 


Com- 


1 


comparing them with that of Maſſachuſſetts, 


will be found in no reſpect eſſentially different. 
The form of their government was in fubſtance 
the ſame. All the legiſlative, executive, and: 
even the fcederative powers, or the rights of 
war and peace, were veſted in the freemen of 
the province. They were ſo many pure demo- 
cracies, without the leaſt mixture of ariſtocracy 
or monarchy. All thoſe cherks, and that ba- 
lance of power, which form the excellence of the 
Britiſh government, and which give it ſtrength, 
and ſecure the freedom of its ſubjects, were 
omitted. They were in fact conſtituted by 
their ſeveral charters ſo many complete inde- 
pendent ſocieties, eſtabliſhed within the ſtate. - 
I call them independent, becauſe in tenure as 
well as extent of power, they were ſo unlimited, 
that nothing was wanting which could be ne- 
ceſſary to a ſociety perfectly independent. 
The inferior corporations of the Engliſh ſo- 
ciety, and I may add, of all other ſocieties 
whatever, are formed on the polity of their 
principal ſyſtems. They are governed by the 
general laws of the ſtate; in Great Britain by 
the common and ſtatute laws; and their le- 
giſlative powers are ſo confined, that they have 
often occaſion to apply to the..ſupreme au- 
thority for laws and local regulations ne- 
ceſſary to their own particular welfare. It is 
this, which in part forms the ſubordination and 
dependence of all inferior politic bodies. But 
theſe ſocieties were made competent to every 
act which could be neceſſary in a ſociety per- 
fectly independent. There was no one regula- 
tion which could be - pg to their intereſt 
2 or 
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1 6 3 
or happineſs, for which they. were obliged to 
look up to or aſk of the Parliament. And 


what is yet more extraordinary, all ſuperin- 
tendence over their legiſlative, executive, or 


 foederative powers, was given up by the ſu- 


preme repreſentative of the ſtate. They were 
not obliged to tranſmit any of their tranſactions 


for the inſpection or controul either of the 
Crown or Parliament. They made what laws 


they pleaſed, and executed them in what man- 
ner they pleaſed, and made peace and war with 
whom they pleaſed. Under theſe circumſtances, 
if they were not independent, they were cer- 
tainly, in more fenſes of the word than one, 
unaccountable communities, and ſuch as never 
were formed within the authority of any. other 
government hitherto knowninthe hiſtory of man- 
kind. They were what the learned Puffendorf calls 
ce irregular and monſtrous ſtates within a ftate *. 

Under thoſe charters the people of Rhode 
Iſland and Connecticut received their education. 
Their political as well as their religious princi- 

* This Author, in treating of inferior ſocieties, ſays, 
« With regard to lawful bodies, it is to be obſerved, that 


© whatever right they poſſeſs, or whatever power they hold 


« over their members, is all under the determination of the 
« fapreme authority, which it ought on no account to oppoſe 
4 or overbalance. For otherwiſe, if there could be a body 
«© of men, not /ubzed to the regulations of: the civil gowern- 
« ment, there would be a fate within a fate,” And ſpecks 
ing of the right of the“ ſupreme governo to form ſuch 
ſocieties, he further ſays, If he has given in expreſs worde, 

„an abſolute and independent right with regard to /ome par- 
te ticular affairs, which concern the public adminiftration, 
then he hath plainly agpicaTED his authority, and by 
© admitting tue heads in the Fonz, hat rendered i it 
* irregular and monſirqus." | 


ples 


© Ws 7 
ples became fixed. Both were equally po- 
pular, and both tended to eraſe every ſentiment 
in favour of mixed monarchy, All the funda- 
mental laws upon which the ſtructure of the 
State had been erected, were at one ſtroke abo- 
liiked by the inſtitution of a democracy; and 
not a ſingle principle remained which could re- 
mind them of the excellence or value of the go- 
vernment to which they were or ought to be 
ſabordinate. Such was the education of Britiſh 
ſubjects in theſe two colonies, which in no eſ- 
ſential reſpect, either in their religion or polity, - 
differed from that of the Maſſachuſſetts Go- 
ven 8 
The influence and different effects of educa- 
tion on the principles, manners, affections, and 
prejudices of men, are to be ſren in every de- 
partment of life; in every private family; in 
every private and public ſchool and college; 
and in every different ſyſtem of government. 
« Train up a child in the way he ſhould go, 
% and when he is old he will not depart from 
& it,” is a ſacred precept, as neceſſary to be 
obſerved in politics, as in religion or morality, 
and was undoubtedly intended to be ſo by its 
author. The fundamental and general laws of 
every ſociety are the leſſons of inſtruction, by 
which the ſubject is daily taught his duty and 
mode of obedience to che State. It is the uni- 
formity of theſe leſſons, flowing from the ſame 
ſyſtem of conſiſtent polity, which forms the 
ſame habits, manners, and political opinions- 
throughout the ſociety, fixes the. national at- 
tachment, and leads the people to look up. 
to one ſyſtem of government for their ſafety 
„ 8 and 


cp wendy en BY >» 
S —_—_ —-— * 4 of Log ets 
—y — 0 5 


pr 


-t 
+ 
4 
1 
ON 
4 
4 


— 


gm ——— — > IS. > —_— 


5 * 2 n 
dy Ing > on Sa £2 — 
— 5 — 8 = i 
fp A - — a +. 
** — — tr re” A rr 
— —— AGEs — es Abt. ” 2 — gd 


—— 
5 —— — — — FLY” 7 Wie 
— o — — — — — — . — — 
— a 8 þ - — 2 - 
_ — m_—_ — —— — — — — — —— 5 — 722 — 
— r n 2 . C . 
" - — — — —S— — gas, — = . —— — 


. "ETD 


—U—— — & 


„ r APX 115 alt. Lea Ga Abit 7A e 5. + 


. pl 
o „ r 


2 o _ — - . 
\ wa =-@ 
— - > — — - 
« a o 
er 


3 


nadians, and the deſigns of France, which led 


1 
and happineſs, and to act in concert on all oc- 
caſions to maintain and defend it. 2 7 


The force of this national attachment, thus 
fixed by an habitual ſubmiſſion to the ſame 
ſyſtem of government and laws, is to be ſeen in 


the conduct of every ſociety, where the uni- 


formity of its ſyſtem is preſerved. We ſee it 
equally powerful in a monarchy, a republic, or 
a mixed government. Will a Frenchman change 
the abſolute power of his King, a Spaniard the 
deſpotiſm of his Monarch, or a Turk the ty- 
ranny of his Baſhaw, for the civil rights of a 
Briton? He will not, becauſe habit here be- 


comes a ſecond nature. It compels him to love 


his oppreſſion, and to prefer it to reaſonable 
liberty. Uſe has rendered it not only tolerable, 
but preferable, in his opinion, to that freedom 
which is founded in different polity, and which 
he knows not how to aſſume. + 
In ſocieties, - founded on principles ſo re- 
pugnant to thoſe of the Britiſh government, it 
is reaſonable to expect that a faction would be 
formed, ever watchful to ſeize the firſt oppor- 
tunity of throwing off the ſmall remains of ſub- 


ordination to the State. Such a faction did exiſt, 


as I have ſhewn, from their firſt ſettlement, 
waiting for the opportunity with much ſoli- 
citude and impatience. Many difficulties pre- 
vented the attempt. For a great length of time 
they were in an infant ſtate, and incompetent in 
numbers. Their frequent quarrels and wars 
with the Indians kept them employed, haraſſed, 
and diſtreſſed. The neighbourhood of the Ca- 


tO 


<0 49) 

to a conqueſt of their country, and the arrival 
of people from Great Britain, of different prin- 
ciples, with regard both to religion. and govern- 
ment, were ſo many obſtacles to their deſign. 

At the concluſion of the laſt war, the two 
principal difficulties were removed. The ceſſion 
of Canada to Great Britain at once diſpelled 
their dread of Indian and Canadian incurſions, 
-and their numbers were greatly increaſed, which 
left them at leiſure to execute their dark ad + in- 
ſidious deſign of revolting from the parent ſtate, 
under whoſe wing they had been tenderly nurſed 


and protected. Nothing now was wanting, but 


a plan for collecting their ſtrength, and forming 
an union of thoſe in the different parts of Ame- 
rica, who they imagined might be moſt eaſily 


brought into the meaſure. The Preſpyterians 


in the ſouthern colonies were the people with 
whom they wiſhed to be united. The religious 


and political principles of theſe ſectaries, they 


knew, would eaſily aſſimilate with their own; 
for, beſides other reſemblances, they acknow- 


ledged no temporal head to their churches, 5 


claiming rights uncontroulable by the civil au. 


thority; and their ideas of eee N 


equally popular. 


The New England Congregationalifts, aol DR 
their firſt charter, had held their ſynods, They 
again, in the year 1725, . attempted it under 
their ſecond, and obtained the Lieutenant Go- 
'vernor's aſſent to the meaſure. But this attempt 
being laid before the Lords Juſtices, they were 


_ forbid to proceed in it. The prohibition: was 


certainly a wiſe one. It could not be prudent 


do ſuffer men, who had fo often cruelly perſe- 
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cuted, not only the members of the eſtabliſhed 


church, but of every other ſociety differing in 
opinion from them, and who held principles ſo 


dangerous to the eſtabliſhed: conſtitution of the 
State, to meet in a public body, and in an au- 
thoritative manner, without the conſent of the 
King, who in all ſound policy ought to be the 
head of every public body, whether civil or re- 
ligious. But undifmayed at this check to their 
intended union, they never reſted until they 
had eftabliſhed it in ſubſtance, though under a 
different name. Inſtead of a ſynod, they called 
it a committee. In this committee they were 
as effectually united as they could have been in 
a ſynod. They exerciſed the ſame powers, and 
were a ſynod in every thing but the name. 

The churches of the Preſbyterians through · 
out the Colonies had hitherto remained uncon- 
nected with each other. To form theſe into 
one religious, as well as one political body, 
and to eſtabliſh. an alliance with them, was 
therefore the firſt meaſute purſued by this con- 
gregational faction, after they found themſelves 
treed from the embarraſſments and dangers of | 
Indian and French incurſions. 

This meaſure was accelerated by the ole 
tion of the Houſe of Commons to lay certain 
duties in America on ſtamped paper, in the year 
1763. It was neceſſary for them to become 
able to give effectual oppoſition to the inten- 
tion of Parliament, if it ſhould paſs into an 
Act. Diſperſed over the Colonies, diſunited 
among themſelves, and diſliked and ſuſpected as 
they were by people of all other perſuaſions of 


es, they — of ſucceſs, while it de · 
pended 


(.49 ) | 
pended on their own ſtrength. It was there - 
. Fore recommended to all the Pre yterians in 
the Colonies: ſouthward of New "England, to 
form themſelves into one body. A meaſure ſo 
flattering to their vanity and love of Hamer was 
adopted without heſitation. 

In the beginning: of the year 1564, a conyen- 
tion of the miniſters and elders of the preſby- 
terian congregations in Philadelphia wrote a 
circular letter to all the preſbyterian congrega- 
tions in Pennſylvania, and with it incloſed the 
Propoſed articles of union. The reaſons: aſ- 
ſigned in them are ſo novel, ſo futile, and ab- 
ſurd, and the deſign of exciting that very re- 
bellion, of which the congregationaliſts of New 
England, and the Preſpyterians in all the other 
Colonies are at this moment the only ſupport, 
is ſo clearly demonſtrated, that I ſhall. make no 
apology for giving them to the Reader at full 
length, withabtzeny ent. 5 "0 


T he Circular Letter au Articles of « alas _ 
emen of the Preſbyterian Damme“ in 
| the We of Pennſylvania. y © Bir 


* 8IR., Philadelphia, March 24, 1764. 
U ** The want of union and harmony among 
1 thaſe of the preſpyterian denomination has 

e been long obſerved, and 2 lamented by 
e eyery public · ſpirited: perſo 
et Notwithſtanding we are ſo numerous in the 
province of Pennſylvania, we are conſidered 
« 45 nobody, or a body of very little. weight and 
-** conſequence, 10 that any eneroachments upon 
nel, en, and. _ Privideges may 4 
ma 2 


of our: ſociety. 


; ( 50 ) 
ee made by evil - minded perſons, who think 
et that they have little to fear from any oppoſi- 
© gion that can be made to their meaſures by 
« us. Nay, ſome denominations openly inſult 
« us as acting without plan or deſign, quarrel- 
* ling with one another, and ſeldom uniting to- 
« gether, even to promote the moſt ſalutary 
<< purpoſes: And hence they take occaſion to 
e miſrepreſent - and aſperſe the whole body 
& of Preſbyterians, on the account of the 
4 indiſcreet conduct of individuals belongi 
<« to us. It is greatly to be wiſhed that we 
_ *& could deviſe ſome plan that would cut off even 
„ the leaſt grounds for ſuch aſperſions, that 
« would enable us to prevent the bad conduct 
* of our members, and that would have a ten- 
&© dency to unite us more cloſely together ; ſo that, 
'« when there may be a neceſſity to act as a body, 
«© we may be able to do it whenever we may 
„ebe called 0 defend our civil or religious liberties . 
e and privileges, which we may enjoy, or to 
obtain any of which we may be abridged. 
A number of gentlemen in this city, i 
4 conjunction with the clergymen of our "4 
« mination here, have thought that the encloſed 
& Plan may be ſubſervient to this defrrable pur- 
« poſe, if it be heartily adopted and proſecuted 
<« by our brethren in this province, and three 
“ lower counties; and in this view we beg 
<< leave3to recommend it to you, It cannot 
poly de any hurt to us, and it will beyond 
4 *doubt make us a more reſpefable body. We 
therefore cannot but promiſe ourſelves your 
*« hearty concurrence from your known public 
.66 XK. and deſire to aſſiſt wy thing that » fund 
: % have 
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1 
have a tendency to promote the union and 


welfare of ſociety, and the general good of the 
community, t which we belong. 3 
We are your's, Kc.“ 


The PLAN or ARTICLES. 


0 Some gentlemen of the vreſbyrerian ral 


cc 
cc 


mination, having ſeriouſly conſidered the ne- 


ceſlity of a more cloſe union among ourſelves, in 
order to enable us to act as a body with una- 


nimity and harmony, &c. have wen nen 


adopted the following plan, viz. 


e ift, That a few gentlemen in the city of 


Philadelphia, with the miniſters of the preſ- 
byterian denomination there, be choſen to 
correſpond with their friends in different 
parts, to give and. receive advices, and to con- 


« ſult what things may have a tendency to promote 
« our union and welfare, either as a body, or, as 


ns 


5 
0 


we are connected together in particular con- 
gregations, as far as it will conſiſt with our 


duty to the beſt of Kings, and our ſubjection 
to the Jaws of Government. 


„ 2d, That a number of the moſt prudent 


ce 
46 


"4 


e 


and public-ſpirited perſons in each diſtrict in 
the province, and three lower counties, be 


© choſen, with the miniſters in ſaid diſtricts, 'to 


correſpond in like manner with one another, 
and with the gentlemen appointed for this 
purpoſe in Philadelphia; or, 
« 3d, That the ſame be done in each con- 
regation or diſtrict where there is no mi- 
niſter; a neighbouring miniſter meeting 
re C with 
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Mell. Samuel Smith 


(a) | 


With them a8 oft as is convenient and be- 


ceſſary. | 
„ Ath, That a perſon ſhall be appoiticd” in 


each committee thus formed, who ſhall ſign 


a letter in the name of the committee, and 
to whom letters ſhall be directed, who ſhall 
call the committee together, and communi- 


cate to them what advice is received, that 


they cher conſult ene what is beſt to be 


« geh, Tbate one or more members be ſent by 


the committee in each county or diſtri, 


yearly or half-yeatly, to a general meeting of 


the while body, to conſult together what is 


neceſſary for the advantage of the body, and 
to give their advice in any affairs that. relate 
to particular congregations z, and that one 


ſtated meeting of {aid delegates be on the laſt 


Tueſday of Auguſt yearly. 


„ 6th, That the place of the W meeting 
be at Philadelphia or Lancaſter, on the laſt 


Tueſday of Auguſt, 1764. 

« -th, That each committee tranſmit to the 
committee in Philadelphia, their names and 
numbers, with what alterations may at * 


time be made in them. 


„ Sth, That the committee i in town cankil of 


miniſters of the preſbyterian denomination. 
in this city, and Mr. Treat, together with 
Mef. T. Montgomery 
Andrew Hodge 
John Redman 
Jed. Snowden 
Iſaac Snowden 
Robert Harris 
_ Meſf, 


Alex. Huſton 
George Brian 
John Allen 
William Alliſon 
| H. Williamſon 


4 53-) 
Mer. Thomas Smith Meſſ. Wm. Humphrys 


Sam. Purviance John Wallace 
John Meaſe J. Macpherſon 
H. M*Cullough John Bayard 
P. Chevalier, jun. John Wikoff 
Iſaac Smith William Ruſt © 
Charles Petit S . Purviance, jun. 
William Henry 79 10 5 


In conſequence of this letter, an union of all 
the preſpyterian congregations immediately took 

place in- Pennſylvania and the Lower Counties. 
A like confederacy was eſtabliſhed in all the 
ſouthern Provinces, in purſuance of ſimilar let= 
ters wrote by their reſpective conventions. Thoſe 
letters were long buried in ſtudied ſecrecy. 
Their deſign was not ſufficiently matured, and 
therefore not proper for publication. Men of 
ſenſe and foreſight were alarmed at fo formidable 
a confederacy, without knowing the ultimate 
extent of their views; however, at length, in the 

year 1769, the letters from the convehtions of 
Philadelphia and New-York were obtained and 
publiſhed. 

An union of preſbyterian force being thes | 
eſtabliſhed in each Province, theſe projectors 
then took . ſalutary ſteps (as they are called in a 
letter from one of the committee at Philadelphia 
to his friend) to get the whole © preſbyterian 
intereſt on the Continent more firmly united.” 
Theſe ſteps ended in the eſtabliſhment of an 
annual Synod at Philadelphia. Here all the 
preſbyterian congregations in the Colonies are 
repreſented by their reſpective miniſters and 
elders, In this ſynod * their general affairs, 

political 
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6 
political as well as religious, are debated and 
decided. From hence their orders and decrees 


are iſſued throughout America; and to them as 
ready and implicit obedience is paid as is due 


to the authority of any ſovereign power what- 


r 

But they did not ſtop here: the principal 
matter recommended by the faction in New 
England, was an union of the congregational 
and preſtyterian : intereſt throughout the Colo- 
nies. To effect this, a negociation took place, 
which ended in the appointment of a ſtanding 


committee of correſpondence, with powers to 


communicate and conſult, on all occaſions, with 
a like committee appointed by the congre- 


gational churches in New England. Thus the 


Preſbyterians in the ſouthern Colonies, who, 
while unconnected in their ſeveral congregations, 
were of little ſignificance, were raiſed into 
weight and conſequence; and a dangerous 
combination of men, whoſe principles of re- 


ligion and polity were equally averſe to thoſe 


of the eſtabliſhed Church and Goverament, was 


formed. | 7 
United in this manner throughout the Colo- 


nies, theſe republican ſectaries were prepared to 


oppoſe the Stamp Act, before the time of 
its commencement; and yet ſenſible of their 


own inability without the aid of others, no arts 
or pains were left uneſſayed to make converts of 
the reſt of the people; but all their induſtry 
was attended with little ſucceſs, The members 
of the Church of England, Methodiſts, Quakers, 
Lutherans, Calvinifts, Moravians, and other 


diſſenters, were in general averſe to every mea-, . 


ſure 


(85.3) 

fore which tended to violence. Some few of 
them were, by various arts and partial intereſt, 
prevailed on to unite with them; and theſe were 
either lawyers or merchants, who thought their 
. profeſſional buſineſs would be affected by the 
act, or the bankrupt planters, who were over- 
whelmed in debt to their Britiſh factors. But 
the republicans, pre-determined in their mea- 
ſures, were unanimous. It was theſe men who 
excited the mobs, and led them to deſtroy the 
ſtamped paper; who compelled the collectors 
of the duties to reſign their offices, and to 
pledge their faith that they would not execute 
them; and it was theſe men who promoted, and 
for a time enforced, the non- importation agree - 
ment; and by their perſonal applications, 
threats, inſults, and inflammatory publications 
and petitions, led the aſſemblies to deny the 
authority of Parliament to tax the Colonies, in 
their ſeveral remonſtrances. 

The effect of theſe meaſures was a repeal of 
the act. This repeal had its conſequences, but 
they were the reverſe of thoſe expected by Go- 
vernment. It had been better for both countries 
that it never had paſſed, or never been repealed. 
The authority of Parliament had been denied, 
the political incompetency of the Colonies to 
grant their reaſonable proportion of aids had been 
experienced. At the ſame time the duty and 

ability of the Colonies to contribute towards 
the national defence was acknowledged, the 
Miniſter, whoſe ambition and folly had obtained 
the repeal, had condeſcended to give the moſt 
diſgraceful aſſurances, that the right in Parlia- 


ment to tax the Colonies, affirmed by the De- 
g | 18 
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claratory Act, would never be exercifed. All 
«theſe were ſo many circumſtances, which could 
not fail to elate the ſeditious republicans, and to 
convince them if they perſevered, they would 
ultimately ſucceed in their deſign. I 

Had Government, inſtead of repealing the 
act, and paſſing the Declaratory Bill, ſuffered 
te act to remain in force until they had digeſted 
and adopted the meaſure, which has been ſince 
Propoſed for removing the great objection upon 
which the oppoſition was founded, it would 
have N the rebellion at leaſt for the 
5 The plauſible pretext of ſeeking a 
redreſs «fs from unconſtitutional taxation, by which 
many were deluded into the oppoſition, could 
not have been made; the people in general 
would have been ſatisfied, and the republican 
faction muſt have ſorceaſed, or ſuſpended their 
oppoſition to Government; but the miniſter of 
that day was not the miniſter of wiſdom, ſup- 
poſe i it were poſſible to nee him the miniſter | 
of: integrity. 

- Encouraged by this vepell, the factions: in 
America were not idle. They daily expected, 
-notwithſtanding miniſterial aſſurances, that ſome 
other act would paſs for compelling the Colo- 
nies to ſupport the expence'of their own Govern- 
ments, and to contribute to the national ſafety. 
They expected it, becauſe it was juſt; but de- 
termined not to ſubmit to it, they were con- 
ſtantly active in forming the minds of the people 
for oppoſition. No art, no fraud, no falſehood, - 
by which they could be miſled, was omitted; 
thkeir fears and their ambition were alternately 

8 upon. * the New England papers the 
9 flattering 
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flattering idea that © America would ſoon become 
a great empire,” was repeatedly held out to. the 
people. It was ſaid that the corner ſtone was 
already laid; and a variety of artful arguments 
were uſed to lead the vanity of the people to 
that belief. Some publications denied the 
authority of Parliament over the Colonies in all 
caſes whatever; others charged the Britiſh legiſ- 
lature with corruption, the Miniſters with 
an inſidious deſign to enſlave America; and 
even the mildeſt of Sovereigns, who never yet 
has violated the royal covenant with his people in 
any one inſtance, did not eſcape their petulant 
reproaches. | „ a Or 
. While theſe things were tranſacting in Ame- 
rica, the act for /aying duties on certain goods 
imported into the Colonies, was paſſed in Bri- 
tain, The faction who were thus on their 
watch, and determined to ' oppoſe not only 
every act for taxing the Colonies, but every one 
that ſhould be made to bind them, inſtantly. 
took the alarm. | © od GFR, 
There was another deſcription of men whoſe 
_ Intereſt was affected by it: theſe were the ſmug- 
gling merchants in the ſea-port towns, who in 
_ defiance of law and the moſt ſacred of all obli- 
gations, an oath, had been long in the practice 
of importing tea from St. Euſtatia and Holland. 
Theſe men joined the republicans in their cla- 
mours againſt the act; but if their clamours 
were heard, they were diſregarded by the people 
in general; who ſaw that the act was not founded 
in oppreſſion, but on the contrary was greatly 
beneficial, . 
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Encouraged by this diſpoſition in the people, 
and the acquieſcence of the colonial aſſemblies 
under the partial repeal of the act, the Parlia- 
ment paſſed another to enable the Eaſt-India 
Company to export their teas to America. 
This act, I have before obſerved, was a favour to 
the people of America, who therefore, in general, 
did not oppoſe it; but it affected the intereſt of 
the ſmuggler yet more eſſentially than the Tea 
Act; and it was another inſtance of the exerciſe 
of parliamentary authority over the Colonies, 
which the republicans were determined, at all 
events, to oppoſe. The united faction of Con- 
gregationaliſts, Preſpyterians, and Smugglers, 
took the alarm, and renewed their exertions to 
create a general inſurrection; but they did not 
ſucceed, | Gs 9 of 

The people in general ſuſpected the indepen - 
dent views of the republicans; they ſaw the 
intereſted motives of the ſmugglers, and they 
knew the regulations in the act were beneficial 
to themſelves; they were therefore not to be 
moved. The faction now, giving over all 
hope of aſſiſtance from the country, reſolved 
to prevent the landing of the tea; becauſe if 
not landed it would not be bought, and could 
not be conſumed; and if landed they knew, 
from the evident diſpoſition of the people, that 
it would be impoſſible to prevent either the ſale 
or conſumption. For this reaſon, in all the ſea- 
port towns they again formed themſelves into 
committees, and prepared to execute their 
deſign. ; TPA 

On the arrival of the tea, every fiction and 

phantom of oppreſſion were held up to the ä 
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of the people, in all the towns where it was ex- 
pected, in order to lead them into mobs for its 
deſtruction. It never has been a difficult matter 
in any country, and more eſpecially in thoſe 
where liberty prevails, to incite the ignorant and 
neceſſitous vulgar, by falſe pretences, to acts of 
violence. It has not been ſo in London; it was not 
ſo in America. Mobs were raiſed in every port 
where the tea arrived, and the landing was pre- 
vented in all, except Charles Town; and in 
Boſton it was violently, and in defiance of law, 
deſtroyed. | + th 5 


Had that firmneſs, that intrepidity of ſpirit, 
which ever is the greateſt ornament and ſupport 
of public juſtice, and which ever was neceſſary 
to preſerve the peace in a great empire, pre- 
vailed in the Britiſh Councils, an exemplary 
puniſhment would haye been inflicted on every 
city and town where ſuch open and rebellious 
oppoſition had been given to the ſupreme au- 
thority of the State, But this was not the caſe. 
The diſunion in the great Councils of the State, 
and the factious oppoſition to Government, even 
at that early period, encouraging the riſing ſe- 
dition, ſmothered the ideas of public juſtice, 
and wrenched the ſword from the hands of Go- 
vernment. No puniſhment was inflicted, nor was 
any reprehenſion given to thoſe cities which had 
ſeditiouſly oppoſed the authority of Parliament 
by their obſtructions to the landing of the tea; 
and even that which was impoſed on the port of 
Boſton could not be called a puniſhment, unleſs 
it be one to reſtore that which we have unlaw- 
fully and violently taken from another. This 
act, with that for altering the Maſſachuſſett's 
| = Ze charter, 
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charter, which I have before taken notice of, 


were added to the liſt of American grievances. 


While theſe mild meaſures, theſe temporary 
and inadequate expedients, were taking by 


Government to ſupport the authority of the 


State, the factions on both ſides of the Atlantic 


were not idle. The republicans in America had 
their ſpies, their friends, and their parties in 


Britain. From the time of the Stamp Act, and 


its diſgraceful repeal, every meaſure was taken 
to unite them more firmly together; and this 


was: no difficult raſk, Ingredients of the ſame 
quality will eaſily aſſimilate. The views of 
both were the ſame. The firſt had in proſpect 
the independence of America—the ſecond, the 
abolition of the principles of mixed monarchy 
in Britain: and both wiſhed to eſtabliſh their 


reſpective ſocieties on democratical principles. 


To effect this union, the particular lords and 


commoners, through whoſe influence the repeal 
had been obtained, had received the moſt ful- 


ſome letters of adulation and thanks from the 


American demagogues, and had returned their 


anſwers, which plainly diſcovered they were 


pleaſed with their new allies. Letters of the 
ſame kind were written to the factious and repub- 
-Hican corporations in Britain, which had ſigna- 
liſed themſelves in the American cauſe. The 
city of London was at their head. A corre- 
ſpondence was moreover ſettled with many 


< 
4 


other principal republicans in all parts of the 
kingdom, and even in Ire lad. 
— Theſe ſeditious combinations being thus 
united, have conſtantly acted in concert, They 
have, with aſſiduity unparalleled, and exertions 
RR + — 2 inceſſant, 


(468); 


inceſſant, promoted each others deſigns- That 
in Great Britain has conſtantly received all the 
inflammatory letters, reſolves, and proceedings 
of the American town meetings, committees, 
conventions, and congreſſes, which were equally 
calculated to deceive and delude the people of 
both countries, and to lead them into rebellion. 
It has induſtriouſly publiſhed and tranſmitted 
thoſe letters and reſolves throughout the king - 
dom, with publications of its own equally in- 
flammatory. It has, by harangues, paragraphs, 
and pamphlets (I wiſh ſpeeches, even in the 
two houſes of parliament, could be excepted), . 
been the conſtant. and firm ſupport of every 
act of American ſedition. And the greateſt 
and moſt cautious man pong them had the 
boldneſs to declare in a Britiſh ſenate, that he 
c rejoiced that America had reſiſted.” - ,, 
On the other ſide, the American rebel com- 
mittees have been favoured with the conſtant 
communications of the faction in Britain, whoſe 
ſeditious ſpeeches in parliament, petitions, pam- 
Phlets, and publications, have been conſtantly 
tranſmitted and publiſhed in America to in- 
c creaſe the ſedition, and puſn that unhappy. peo- 
ple into the preſent moſt unprovoked, ground- 
leſs, and deſtructive rebellion. A collection of 
all theſe inflammatory pieces would fill a volume 
in folio. They have been, and are to be ſeen 
in the Britiſn and American papers and pam- 
pblets; and they are tranſactions ſo recent, that 
they need not be particularly pointed out. 
The Aſſemblies of the ſeveral Colonies, and 
the people in general, from the time of the par- 
tial repeal of the Tea Act, remained quiet and 
; Es unmoved 
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unmoved by theſe ſeditious publications. The 
Aſſemblies (thoſe of the Charter- Colonies ex- 
cepted) were not to be influenced by party 
writings, and inflammatory pieces. They knew, 
they were members of the Britiſh Government. 
They knew the neceſſity of a ſupreme legiſlative 
authority in every State; and they ſaw that 
Great Britain, unmoved at their former indiſ- 
creet petitions, denying the ſupreme authority 
of the State, was determined to ſupport it. 
They knew their own incompetency to diſcharge 
with juſtice the firſt of all political duties, the 
granting of aids for the common ſafety of the 
empire. They alſo ſaw, that a Parliament in 
which they were not repreſented, in which no 
perſon and no property in America was repre- 
ſented; a parliament which had no conſtitu- 
tional means of knowing their wants, neceſſities, 
and circumſtances, in order to regulate their 
conduct or to relieve their wants, was not ſo 
competent in reaſon, however it might be in 
law, to bind them. They ſaw: the Colonies in 
the ſame ſituation with Wales, Durham, and 
Cheſter before their repreſentation in Parlia- 
ment; and therefore, like them, they wiſhed - 
for a more perfect union with the Britiſh State. 
They alſo ſaw that it was their duty to propoſe 
and petition for the meaſure which would re- 
lieve them from their perplexing ſituation. But 
they did not, nor could know each other's 
minds. They were thirteen diſunited bodies, 
as incompetent to this meaſure as to that of 
granting their juſt proportion of the national 
aids, and the faction abroad added to their per- 
plexities. In this doubtful tate they remained 
| until 


( 63 ) | 


until a circular letter ſent to the Speakers of all 
the Aſſemblies was received by ſuch as were 
ſitting, from that ſource of ſedition, a committee 
of correſpondence appointed by the. JO yn 
the Maſſachuſetts. | 


general non-importation and- non-exportation 


The meaſure propoſed by. this letter was a 


between Great Britain and America, a meaſure 
which one would not ſuſpect could poſſibly be 
recommended by any man in Great Britain; 
and yet we know, that it was not only recom- 
mended, but vindicated and ſupported by the 
whole tribe of pretended patriots. Many let- 
ters were written from Great Britain, recommend- 
ing it. An extract from one : of them, wrote 


even by a member of P- 


—t, publiſhed 


in the Pennſylvania Gazette, is in a ſtyle ſo truly 
republican and rebellious, that I will give it to 
the Reader in its own words. I perſuade myſelf 
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when convened in Congreſs, do not, one and 


all, firmly reſolve to eſtabliſh, through 


ic 
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cc 
cc 


your countrymen are not ſo contaminated 
with the effeminacy of this' nation, not to ſee 
that this is the important criſis when they 


ought to make a ſolemn, ſullen, united, and 


invincible ſtand againſt the cruel, tyrannons, 


and ruinous ſyſtem of policy adopted and exer- 


ciſing by this legiſlature, againſt the rights 
and freedom of America; and let me add, 
that if the deputies of the ſeveral Provinces, 


every county and townſhip in their reſpective 
Provinces, a ſolemn league and covenant, 
and under an oath or affirmation not to pur- 


chaſe or to uſe the manufactures of this coun- 


"oY (ſave what are collected already within the 
& Province), 


( « ) 

ince), and if pollbie f not to export aw 
e to the Weſt” India lands, and at the 

% ſame time do not religiouſly reſolve to meet 
t opain in Congreſs once in every fix” months, for 
«the purpoſe of forming a ſuitable plan for 

4 ſecuring American rights and freedom, our 

children will be irremediably deprived of that 

c inheritance of liberty which our forefathers 

carefully and piouſly tranſmitted to us.“ 

The Aſſemblies, which were the conſtitutional 

reſentatives of the people of the Colonies, 

and which well knew the general ſenſe of their 

conſtituents, ſaw the dangerous tendency of 

this meaſure, that it could not fail to irritate the 

mother country, - and bring on the people they 

repreſented her juſt indignation and vengeance. 

And moreover, they knew that a meaſure of 
this kind could not be carried into execution, 
but by illegal conventions, committees, town- 
meetings, and their ſubſervient mobs, which 
would ſoon put an end to all order, and deſtroy 
the authority of Government. They ſaw that 
this was the deſign and ultimate wiſh of the 
Boſtonian faction and their Britiſh colleagues; 
and therefore ſuch as had an opportunity, and 
even the committees of thoſe who had not, re- 

' commended the only meaſure which had the 
leaſt probability of preventing it. They re. 
commended a Congreſs to be compoſed of dele- 
gates from the ſeveral aſſemblies, who knew 
that the people in general were not diſaffected 
to the Britiſh Government, and that they wiſhed 
to be more firmly united with it upon conſtitu- 
tional principles. From theſe convened in a 
N council, they hoped that ſome propoſi- 
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zions would: 1 made, which. would terminate 
in a perfect accommodation and union between 
the two countries, and that the views of the 
republicans would be -fruſtrated, which they 
dreaded yet more than what they thought was 
an. unconſtitutional power in parliament. An 
their hopes would have been anſwered, had the 
. meaſure, been carried into complete execution; 
- "0 that 18 had the delegates in congreſs. been ap- 
. 1 55 by the aſſemblies of the ſeveral colonies. 
But this was prevented by the injudicious con- 
duct of ſome of the royal Governors, who, diſ- 
apptoving of the meaſure, did not give their 
aſſemblies, an opportunity of appointing. their 
delegates. This irritated even ſome of thoſe 


Who were friendly to Government, and it left 


to the republican faction the choice of men WhO 


1 thought as they thought, and would act as they 


wiſhed. In the Colonies where the aſſemblies 
had an opportunity of meeting, they choſe the 
delegates; where they had not, they were 
choſen by the illegal and factious conventions, . 
commitrees, and rown-meetings. Thus the 
Congreſs was of a motley complexion, partly 
loyaliſts, and partly republicans. _...... 
The Congreſs met at Philadelphia in Sep- | 
tember, 1774. They brought with them 
their appointments and inſtructions. The 
latter plainly diſcover the diſpoſitions of the 
aſſembſies, and of the people who gave them, 
and. demonſtrate. their averſion to every 
thing which might tend to a ſeditious or ille- 
gal oppoſition to Government. They ſtrictly 
ea W. Thrones to TO proper, 
eee e 


1 ” . - 
&*'5 193 4 * 


— 
e 


— —— — 
— 8 


1 1 hg 3 8 
=_ z:% ole rode” ˙ 2 ˙ ern ee 
433 e Mio. — 


# 


4 
* 
, 
6 
x 
4 
t 
4 
4+ 
4 
7 
174 
* 
. ; 
. 
an 
1 ' 
ud: 
E x 
» % 
- [ 
+ 
5 ö 
bo o 
4 
1 7 
” 
* 
L 
. A 
* ut - 
_— 
F 
* * 
» 11 
__ 
_— 
1 
KB 
2 
3 oY 
* 
4 F 
2 £4 
WF . 
* * 
14 
| — 
« 47 
r A 
* & 
be bu 
wy : 
oi 
A. 
buy N 
i iv 
' +" Y\y 
84 
—_— 
„ 1 
17 
y 4 
+ a} 
CONT: 
A 
l 
" 
1 44 { 
+ 11 
TO bl 
3 4.4 
4. 0 
* 72 Ps 
41 
4*#} 
+ 
_ 71 
8 4 
8 
F « 12 
*4* þ 
= 4 
7 . 
4 
n 
N * i 
. 
CT 
I *3, 
—_ 7 1 
ſt ; 
& 
'Þ 
? 
1 
4 
W 
1 


— 


9 1 
> LES © » = © at 
3 


x 


-_ 1. 


_— 
— 


Log RS 


nt,” 100 lawful 1 and to adopt 4 
E F for obtaining a redreſs of American 
4 grieyances, aſcertaining American rights up- 
on the moſt ſolid and conſtitutional principles, 
and for eſtabliſhing that union and harmony 
6 between Great Britain and the Colonies, 
<« eb is 7 nſably neceſſary to the welfare ant 
. _bappineſs of U oth.” Under theſe inſtructions, 
it was the g eneral n that decent pe- 
titions would be preſented to Parliament, EX> 
plicitly y pointing out the meaſures by which its 
authority over the Colonies might be rendered 
more conſtitutional, and the grievances com- 
plained of might be redreſſed; Pecauie this was 
nothing more than the reaſotiable duty of ſub- 
jects, and it was the ſincere wiſh” of the people. : 
"Upon the meeting of Congreſs, two patties 
were immediately formed, with different views, 
and determined to act upon different principles. 
One intended candidly and clearly to define 
: American rights, a and explicitly and dutifully to 
petition for tlie remedy which would redreſs. the 
rievances juſtly complained. of—to form a 
more ſolid and conſtitutional union between the 
two countries, and to avoid every meaſure which 
tended to ſedition, or acts of violent oppoſition. 
The other conſiſted of perſons, whole e deſign, L 
from the beginning of their oppoſition to the 
Stamp Act, was to throw off all ſubordination 
and connexion with Great- Britain; who meant by 
every fiction, falſehvod and fraud, to delude the 
eople from their due allegiance, to throw the 
fubl iſting Governments into anarchy, to incite 
the ignorant and vulgar to arms, and with thoſe | 
arms to eſtabliſh American Independence. The 
| 2 one 
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(91 


ont waere men öf Joya 'prieſciples; and p poſſeſſed 
the greateſt fortunes in America; on other 
\ were congtegational and preſbyterian- repub· 
1 or men of 'bankrupt fortunes, over - 
 Whelmed in debt to the Britiſh merchants. The 
firſt ſuſpected the deſigns of the laſt, and were 
therefore cause; but as they meant to do 
nothing but what was r 5 and juſt, they 
were open and 1 3. The ſecond, fear- 
ing the oppoſition of the ert, were ſecret and 
| hypocritical, and left no art, no falſehood, n 
fraud une ſſayed to conceal their intentions. The 
loyaliſts reſted, for the moſt part, on the defenſive, 
and oppoſed, with ſucceſs, every meaſure which 
tended to violent oppoſition, Motions Wers 
made, debated and ecken, and , was 
carried by either. 5 
While the two parties in Congreſs remaitied 
this during three weeks on an equal balance, the 
republicans were calling to their aſſiſtance the 
aid of their factions without. Continual ex- 
were employed between Philadelphia and 
ee Theſe wefe under the management f 
Samuel Adams—a man, who though by ns 
means remarkable for brilliant Abtes yet is 
equal to moſt men in popular intrigue, and this 
management ef a faction. He eats little, drinks. 
little, ſlecps little, thinks much, and is moſt 
deciſive and indefarigable in the purſuit of his 
objects. It was this man, who. by his ſuperio® 
Sn managed at once the faction in 
ongrefs at Philadelphia, and the factions. i 
wy kin land. Whatever theſe patriots ni Con- 
d to have done by their colleagues 
e, 10 indute General Gage, then ac the 
05 7 head 
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; * 68 T 
head of bis Majeſty's. army at Boſton, to give 
them a pretext for violent oppoſition, or to pro- 
mote their, meaſures in Congreſs, Mr. Adams 
adviſcd'and directed to be done; and when done, 5 
it Was diſpatched by expreſs ro Congreſs. By 
one of theſe expreſſes came the inflammatory 
reſol ves of the county of Suffolk, which con · 
rained à complete declaration of war againtt 
Great : Britain. By theſe reſolves it is declared, 
that no obedience 1 is due to acts of ent 
en Betons · aig 

That the juſtices of the Hegel courts of | 
judge, court of aſſize, &c. are unconſtitu- 
tional officers, and that van ra A to be paid 
_ #6 them by the people e ir - 
That the county will ſupport and bear 

harmleſs all ſheriffs and their deputies, con- 
ſtables, Jurors and other officers, ' who ſhall re- 
Fuſe to Ty into execution _ orders of the Jad 
une en N e 

That «the electors of. thinks, e and 
other officers, retain in their hands all public 
monies, and not make any payment thereof to 
the provincial county treaſurer? 

And that *the perſons who had e ſeats 
at the council. board, by virtue of '@ mandamus 
from the King, ſhould be conſidered as: obfeinate 
and incorrigible enemies to their countri,, 
They adviſe the people . to elect the officers 
of militia, and to uſe their utmoſt diligence to at- 
quaint themſelves with the art of war as ſoon as 
poſſible, and for that purpoſe. to N anger 
arms once in every week? 
And to carry theſe arid other eee 


execution among many other things equally 
treaſonable, 


* — 2 
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| reaſonable; they. recommend it to the ſeveral | 
towns to chuſe a Provincial Congteſs. 
Upon theſe | reſolves being * 
was made that the Congreſs ſhould give them 
their ſanction, Long and warm debates en- 
between the parties. At this time the 
republican faction in Congreſe had provided a 
mob, ready to execute their ſecret orders. The 
cruel practice of tarring and feathering had 
been long ſince introduced. This. a — the 
_ firmneſs of ſome of the loyaliſts; the vote was 
put and carried, Two of the diſſenting mem- 
s. preſumed to offer their proteſt againſt it 
in writing, which was negatived. They next 
inſiſted that the tender of their proteſt and its 
negative ſhould be e the W this 
, was alſo rejected. Hi Un Sead 
By this reafagble: . vote the fanadationi.of 
1 reſiſtance throughout America was ef- 
fectually laid. The example was now ſet hy 
the people of Suffolk, and the meaſure was 
approned of by thoſe who called themſelves;the 
repreſentatives of all Americas: The Joyal party, 
although they knew. a: great majority of the 
coloniſts: were averſe. to the meaſure, perceived 
the improbability of ſtemming the torrent. They 
had no authority, no means in their own' power 
to reſiſt it; they ſaw thoſe. Who held the powers 
of Government inactive ſpectators, and either 


ſhrinking from their duty, or uniting in the 


meaſures. of ſedition; they ſaw the flame of te- 
bellion ſpreading with more rapidity in a pro- 
vince under the eye of his Majeſty's army than 
in any other; and that no effectual meaſures 
were en by Government i in Britain co e 
Pieſs 
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&_ and conſtirurivgal principles; in pro 
E uniting the two countries on thoſe 


5 ew), 


It and ye; ava p 6 

ad been ordered to be brought 6? Ps wn 
 foly&d'to continue their exertions. They hoped 
to prevail in ſtating the rights of. oh En ont 


poling 


principles, and in a Clear, definitive and decent 
Prayer, to- aſk for what a er e of ths, col6- 
nies wiſhed. to obtain; and as they had no reaſon 
to doubt the ſucceſs of this mea ure in a Briciſh 
Parliament, they further hoped, that it would 
ſtop the effuſion. a of Blood and the ruin of their 


20 is view, J well to probe the "4 
mate deſign of the republicans, and to know 

with :cefrtainty Whether any propoſal, ſhort. of 
the abſolute independence of the. Colonies; 


| would ſatisfy them, a plan of union was drawn 


by a member of the 3 party, and apptoyed 
by the reſt, It was ſo formed as to leave no 
room for any reaſonable objection on the 


of th the republicans, if they meant to 


to Great: Britain on any grounds . It 


included a reſtoration of all their righrs, and a 
redreſs of all their grievances, on conſtitutional 
principles and it accorded with all the inſtrgcs | 
tions given to them as members of Cungreſs. 
Introductory to his motion which led to this | 
plan, the author of it made, in ſubſtance, the 
following ſpeech,” which is talen from his ſhort 
notes: He told Congreſs that fe came with. 
« jnſtructions to propoſe ſonie. mode, by which 
4 the harmony between Great Britain and the 
«Colonies might be reſtored on conſtitutional 
* Pageiples: : that this appeared to be the 


genuine 


. 


Ts Sy 


genuine ſenſe of all the inſtructions brought 
* ſnto Congreſs by the Delegates of the ſeveral 
6 Sie He had Tong waited with great 
«6 patience under an expectation of hearing 5 
„ propoſition which ſhould tend to that falut⸗ 
And important purpoſe; but, to his gre: 
* wortifiearion and diſtreſs, *a*'mofith had been 
« {pent- in. fruitles debates on equivocal and 
*/indecifive” propofit 9, Wht ed to 


flache rather than de produce wit 
« inſtead of peace between the'two countries.” 


© Th this bo reeable 'fityarion” of things He 
. thou! incumbent duty” ro "ſpeak 


_ ” Lo 1. on to #. u:o8 his by then without - 


be requeſted to Place the Colonies in the ſtare 
- they were in in the year 17633 the other, 
« that's non exportation and non. imporration 
1 ſhould be adopted. 1 will con- 

r theſe propaſitions, and venture to reject 


«ha both; * chef, as ihdeciliye, tending to 


« miſlead both countries, and to lay a founda- 
«tion. for further diſcontent and quarrel; the 


j* 13 


other, as illegal, and'ruinous to America. 


The firſt Propoſition is indeciſive, becauſe 


< it points out no ground: of complaint —aſks 
« 7 a reſtoration-of no right, ſettles no prin- 
iple, and propoſes no plan for accommo- 

4 dating the diſpute There is no ſtatute which 
«has been paſſed to tax or bind the Colonies 
fince the year 1763, which was not founded 
on on precedents and ſtatutes of a ſimilar er 
before 
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e {jderation a number of facts which led the 
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before that period; and therefore 3 pro- 


poſition, while it expreſsly denies the right 


of Parliament, confeſſes it by the ſtrongeſt 
implication. In ſhort, it is nugatory, and 


without meaning; and however it may ſerve, 
when rejected by Parliament, as it certainly 
will be, to form a charge of injuſtice upon, 


<« ànd to deceive and inflame the minds of the 


people hereafter, it cannot pollibly. anſwer oy 
other purpoſe. 

« The ſecond propoſition i is undutiful and 
illegal: : it is an inſult on the ſupreme autho- 
rity of the State; it cannot fail to draw on the 
Colonies the united reſentment of the Mother 
Country. If we, will not trade with Great 
Britain, ſhe will not ſuffer us to trade at all. 

Our ports will be blocked up by Britiſh men 
of war, and troops will be ſent to reduce us 


to reaſon and obedience. A total and ſudden 


ſtagnation of commerce is what no country 
can bear: it muſt bring ruin on the Colonies : 
the produce of labour muſt periſh on their 


hands, and not only the progreſs of induſtry 
be ſtopped, but induſtry and labour will 


ceaſe, and the country itſelf be thrown 


into anarchy and tumult. I muſt therefore 


reje& both the propoſitions; the firſt as in- 
deciſive, and the other as inadmiſſible upon 
any principle of prudence or policy. 

« If we ſincerely mean to accommodate the 
difference between the two countries, and to 
eſtabliſh their union on more firm and con- 
ſtitutional principles, we muſt take into con- 


Parliament to Pals the acts * of, 
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of us can be ignorant of the jult ſe le they 


.$*. the nation. And moreover, in order. to 
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and armies for their protection, of the millions 


«as 5+ & 


allure. them to a diſcharge of their duty, it 


neceſſary to their own, ſafety. But what was 
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the conduct of the Colonies on this odtaſjon; 
in which their own exiſtence was immediately 
concerned? However painful it may be for 
me to repeat, or you to hear, I muſt remind 
you of it. You all know there were Colo- 
nies which at ſome times granted liberal aids, 
and at others nothing; other Colonies gave 
nothing during the war; none gave equitably 
in proportion to their wealth, and all that 
did give were actuated by partial and ſelf- 
intereſted motives, and gave only in proportion 


to the approach or remoteneſs of the danger. 


Theſe delinquencies were occaſioned by the 
want of the exerciſe of ſome ſypreme power 
to aſcertain, with equity, their proportions of 
aids, and to over- rule the particular paffions, 


' prejudices, and intereſts, of che feveral | 
Colonies. 
6 To remedy cheſs miſchiefs, Parliaient 


was naturally led to exerciſe the power which 
had been, by its predeceſſors, fo often exer- 
ciſed over the Colonies, and to paſs the 


Stamp Act. Againft this act the Colonies 


petitioned Parliament, and denied its autho- 
rity. Inſtead of propoſing ſome remedy; by 
which that authority ſhould be rendered 


more equitable and more conſtitutional over 


the Colonies, the petitions reſted in a decla- 


ration that the Colonies could not be repre- 
ſented in that body. This juſtly alarmed the 


Britiſh Senate. It was thought and called by 


« the ableſt men and Britain, a clear and ex- 


plicit declaration of American Independence, 


and compelled the Parliament to pals the 


. Declaratory AR, in order to ſave its ancient 
| and 


4 EN 
te and incontrovertibl: right of ſupremacy over 
ce all the parts of the empire, By this inju- 
& dicious ſtep the cauſe of our complaints 
t became fixed, and inſtead of obtaining a 
<« conſtitutional reformation of the authority of 
te Parliament over the Colonies, it brought on 
an explicit declaration of a right in Parlia» 
«© ment to exerciſe abſolute and unparticipated 
power over them. Nothing now can be 
* wanting to convince us, that the Aſſemblies 
« have purſyed meaſures which have produced 
« no relief, and anſwered no purpoſe but a bad 
ce one. I therefore hope that the collected 
„ wiſdom of - Congreſs will perceive and avoid 
ce former miſtakes z that they will candidly and 
“ thoroughly examine the real merits of our 
e diſpute with the Mother Country, and take 
* ſuch ground as ſhall firmly unite us under 
«< one ſyſtem of polity, and make us one 
e people. | r 

„In order to eſtabliſh thoſe principles, upon 
« which alone American relief ought, in reaſon 
„ and policy, to be founded, 1 will take a 
<« brief view of the arguments on both ſides. of 
&« the great queſtion between the two countries 
« a queſtion in its magnitude and importance 
exceeded by none that has been ever agitated 

e in the councils of any nation. The advo- 
ce cates for the ſupremacy of Parliament over 
© the Colonies contend, that there muſt be one 
< ſypreme legiſlative head in every civil ſociety, 
e whoſe authority muſt extend to the regulation 
* and final deciſion. of every matter ſuſceptible 

„ of human direction; and that every member 

« of the ſociety, whether political, official, or 

| s "© 2 individual, 


3 | 
« individual, muſt be ſubordinate to its ſupreme 
& will, fignified in its laws: that this ſupre- 
% macy and ſubordination are eſſential in the 
& conſtitution of all States, whatever may be 
** their forms; that no ſociety ever did, or 
< could exiſt, without it; and that theſe truths 
c are ſolidly eſtabliſhed in the practice of all 
« Governments, and confirmed by the concurrent 
% authority of all writers on the ſubject of 
t civil ſociety. | | om. 
« Theſe advocates alſo aſſert, what we cannot 
& deny—That the diſcovery of the ' Colonies 
« was made under a commiſſion granted by the 
t ſupreme authority of the > Britiſh State, 
« that they have been. ſettled under that au- 
„ thority, and therefore are truly the pro- 
« perty of that State. Parliamentary juriſdic- 
« tion has been conftantly exerciſed over them 
* from their firſt ſettlement; its executive 
« authority has ever run through all their in- 
« ferior political ſyſtems : the Coloniſts have 
« ever ſworn allegiance to the Britiſh State, and 
« have been conſidered, both by the State and 
* by themſelves, as ſubjects of the Britiſh Go- 
© yernment. Protection and allegiance are reci- 
« procal duties; the one cannot exiſt without the 
« other. The Colonies cannot claim the pro- 
cc tettion of Britain upon any principle of reaſon 
& or law, while they deny its ſupreme autho- 
« rity. Upon this ground the authority of 
Parliament ſtands too firm to be ſhaken by 
e any arguments whatever; and therefore to 
« deny that authority, and at the ſame time to 
declare their incapacity to be repreſented, 
| 2 | | | „amounts 
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amounts to a full and explicit declaration of 
independence. | 


In regard to the political ſtate of the 66 


lonies, you muſt know that they are ſo many 
inferior ſocieties, diſunited and unconnected: 
in polity, That while they deny the _—_ : 
of Parliament, they are, in reſpe& to eac 

other, in a perfect ſtate of nature, deſtitute 


of any ſupreme direction or deciſion what- 
ever, and incompetent to the grant of na- 


tional aids, or any other general meaſure 
whatever, even to the ſettlement of differences 


among themſelves. This they have repeatedly 


acknowledged, and particularly by their 
delegates in Congreſs in the beginning of the 
laſt war; and the aids granted by them ſince 
that period, for their own protection, are a 
proof of the truth of that acknowledg- 


ment. 


„Tou alſo know that the ſeeds of diſcord 


are plentifully ſowed in the conſtitution of 
the Colonies ; that they are already grown to 
maturity, and have more than once broke 
out into open hoſtilities. They are at this 
moment only ſuppreſſed by the authority of 
the Parent State ; and ſhould that authority 


be weakened or annulled, many ſubjects of 


unſettled diſputes, and which, in that caſe,.. 
can only be ſettled by an appeal to the ſword, 

muſt involve us in all the horrors of civil 
war. You will now conſider whether you 
wiſh to be deſtitute of the protection of Great 
Britain, or to ſee a renewal of the claims of 
France upon America; or to remain in our 


preſent diſunited ſtate, the weak vw to 
«xe 
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E „the force of the ſtrong. Iamſure no honeſt mart 


can entertain wiſhes ſo ruinous to his 

Having thus briefly ſtated the arguments 
in favour of parliamentary authority, and 
conſidered the ftate of the- Colonies, I am 
free to confeſs that the exerciſe of that 


authority is not perfectly conſtitutional in 


reſpect to the Colonies. We know that the 


whole landed intereſt of Britain is repreſented 
in that body, while neither the land nor the 


people of America hold the leaſt participation 


in the legiſlative authority of the State. Re- 
preſentation, or a participation in the ſupreme 
councils of the State, is the great prin- 
ciple upon which the freedom of the Britiſh 


Government is eſtabliſned and ſecured. I 


alſo acknowledge, that that territory whoſe 


people have no enjoyment of this privilege, 
are ſubject to an authority unreſtrained and 


© abſolute; and if the liberty of the ſubject 
were not eſſentially. concerned in ir, I ſhould 


reje& a diſtinction ſo odious between mem- 
bers of the ſame ſtate, ſo long as it ſhall be 
continued, I wiſh to ſee it expleded, and 
the right to participate in the ſupreme 
councils of the State extended, in ſome form, 


not only to America, but to all the Britiſn 


dominions; otherwiſe I fear that profound 


and excellent fabrick of civil polity will, ere 
long, crumble to pieces. 


cc The caſe of the Colonies is not a new one. 
It was formerly the very ſituation of Wales, 


« Durham, and Cheſter. 
As to the tax, it is neither unjuſt nor op- 


4 * 


« preſſive, it being rather a relief than a bur- 
n * then; ; 


'- n 

chen; but it is want of conſtitutional principle 
2 in the authority that paſſed it, which is the 

* ground! for complaint. This, and this only, 

« js the ſource of American grievances. Here, 
80 and here only, is the defect; and if this defect 
« were removed, a fougdation would be laid 
for the relief of every American complaint; 
the obnoxious ſtatutes would of courſe be 
< repealed, and others would be made, with 
«the aſſent of the Colonies, to anſwer the ſame 
and better purpoſes; the miſchiefs ariſing 
from the diſunion of the Colonies would be 
e removed; their freedom would be eftabliſhed, 
« and their ſubordination fixed on folid con- 
ee ſtitutional principles. 
Deſirous as I am to promote che Goods 
« of the Colonies, and to prevent: the miſchiefs 
<. which will attend a military conteſt with Great 

„ Britain, I muſt intreat you to deſert the 
<4 meaſures which have been ſo injudioiouſly 
« and ineffectually purſued by antecedent Aſ- 
c ſemblies. Let us thoroughly inveſtigate the 
t fſubject matter in diſpute; and endeavour to 
find from that inveſtigation the means of 
« perfect and permanent redreſs. In whatever 
et e do, let us be particular and explicit, and 
„not wander in general allegations. Theſe 
1 will lead us to no point, nor can produce any 
<« relief; they are beſides diſhondurable and 
e inſidious. I would therefore acknowledge 
« the neceſſity of the ſupreme authority of 
4 Parliament over the Colonies, becauſe it is a 
«© propoſition which we cannot deny withont 
<« manifeſt contradiction, while we confeſs that 
we are 1 of the Britiſn W 
cc an 
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1 « and if we do not approve. of; 2: repreſengation 
* «in Parliament; let us alk for a partici ation 
4 f in the freedom and power of the Engliſh 


KI 
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conſtitution in ſome other mode of 1 incor- 
« poration ;.. for I am convinced, by long 
attention to the ſubject, that let us deliberate, 
and try what other expedients e may, we 

hall find none that can give to the Colonies | 
ſubſtantial freedom, but ſome ſuch j incorpo- 
ration. I therefore beſecch. you, by the 
reſpect you are bound to pay to the inſtruc- 
tions of your conſtituents, by the regard you 


have for the honour and. ſafety of your 
country, and as you with to avoid a war with 


Great Britain, which muſt terminate, at all 
events, in the ruin of America, not to rely on 
"a denial of the authority of Parliament, a 


refuſal to be repreſented, - and on à non- 
4 


importation agreement ; / becauſe whatever 


ec proteſtations, in that caſe, may be made to 


44 


c 
6 


Oy 
« 


the contrary, it will prove to the world, that 
'we- intend to throw off our allegiance to the 
State, and to involve the two countries in all 
© the horrors of : a civil war. 


9 * With a view to promote. the meaſure. 1 
i have ſo earneſtly recommended, I have pre- 
« pared the draught of a plan for uniting Ame- 
rica more intimately, in conſtitutional polity, 
« with Great Britain. It contains the great 
4 outlines or principles only, and will require 


many additions in caſe thoſe ſhould be ap- 
proved. I am certain, when A ace 


« conlidered, it will be found to be the moſt per- 


fect union in power and liberty wich. the 


Ken State, next to a repreſentation, 3 
Parliament, 


„ 


week Parliament; and I truſt it will be approved 
of by both countries. In forming it, I have 
t been particularly attentive to the rights of 
© both; and I am confident that no American, 
de who wiſhes to continue a ſubject of the Britiſh 
&« State, which is what we all 123 profeſs, 
« can offer any reaſonable objection againſt it. 

I ſhall not enter into a further explanation 
lt of its principles, but ſhall reſerve my ſen- 
* timents until the ſecond reading, en which 
J hope it will be favoured.“ 

The introductory motion beine e the 
Plan was preſented and read. Warm and long 
debates immediately enſued on the queſtion, 
Whether it ſhould be entered in the proceedings 
of Congreſs, or he referred to further conſi- 
deration. All the men of property, and moſt 
of the ableſt ſpeakers, ſupported the motion, 
while the lee party ö * 
| Page it. 

The queſtion was at length carried by a ma- 
jority of one Colony. 

1 ſhall not preſent the reader wich. the Plans 
It has been laid before the Houſe of Commons, 
and publiſhed in Mr. Galloway's Examination, 
It will ſuffice here to obſerve, that it propoſed 
an American branch of the Britiſh legiſla ture to 
be eſtabliſhed in America, and incorporated with 
the Parliament for the purpoſes of American 
taxation, and other general regulations. In this 
branch every Colony would have been repre- 
ſented more perfectly than the people of Great 
Britain are in Parliament; and no law to bind 
America could be made without her conſent, 
1 by her . z. and yet the re- 
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publican faction, having obtained a majority mt 
Congreſs by their arts, and the affiſtance of their 


mobs, rejected it without ſuffering it to be diſ · 
cuſſed, contrary to their own poſitive: rule; and 


| ordered it to be expunged from thois minutes, to 


prevent its publication. 

J have dwelt more panictirlys as the condudt 
of the Congreſs relative to this plan, becauſe 
their denial of the authority of Parliament, their 


refufalts be tepreſented in it, and their rejecting 


a propoſition which would have given the Co- 
Joniſts a perfect repreſentation in America; a 


repreſentation by far more popular and perfect 


than that in Great Britain, are ſo many con- 
current arid” ineonteſtible proofs which muſt 
carry conviction to every candid breaſt, that 
they have, from the beginning, aimed at — 
Dore of abſolute independence. 

It has been the conſtant theme of the faces 
on both ſides of the Atlantic, that at the con- 


dcluſien bf the laſt war a plan for enſlaving 


« the Colonies was concerted, and has ever 


1 fince been pertinaciouſly carrying into execu- 


6e tion, by the preſent adminiſtration.” It has 
been echoed from one country to another a 
thouſand times. It has been refuted again and 
again, and reſts now. as it did at firſt, having 
nothing but the boldneſs and inſolence of re- 
bellion to ſupport it: for the truth 1 is, that at 
« the conehifion: of the laſt war,” the New 
England demagogues, educated under their de- 
mocratical charter, in prineiples inimical to a 
mixed monarchy, found themſelves, by the 
ceſfion of Canada to Great Britain, relieved from 
"ks n and bent -arifivg _ 
* — their 


— 


= oy 

their continual wars with. the Canadians and. 
Indians. They thought that the Colonies thus 
relieved, and now grown up to conliderable 
ſtrength, no longer ſtood: in need of the pro- 
tection. of Great Britain; that the time was 
approaching when they might carry into exe- 
cution their long meditated deſign of eſtabliſn- 
ing their own religion and popular governments 
enn ß 
A variety of facts and tranſactions might be 
adduced to demonſtrate this truth. Prior to 
this æra, they had ever recogniſed the juriſ- 
diction of Parliament. Statutes were made for 
regulating their trade, levying taxes, ann 
their manufactures, and directing their internal 
police; to all which they ſubmitted without 
murmur or complaint. But immediately ſub · 
ſequent to this period, their doctrine was 
changed, and a new ſyſtem of conduct was 
adopted. It was in the beginning of the year 
1764, before the Stamp Act was thought. of, 
and before they pretend that they had any 

grievances to complain of, that they began their 
unlawful combinatiens,. to defend (as they 
expreſsly declare) their civil and religious li- 
berties.“ It was in the ſame year that they 
reſolved to unite all the preſbyterian churches 
throughout America, before that time uncon- 
nected with each other, into one body or ſynod; 
and to combine that ſynod with the great com- 
mittee at Boſton, by ſtanding committees, ap- 
pointed to correſpond and conſult with each 
other. It was at this time they began to hold 
out to the people the novel, but alluring idea, of 
American independence. And it was at this time 
901 5 M 2 | they 
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they- declared,” that the corner ones (meaning 
the ceſſion of Canada, and the eſtabliſhment 5 
their union) were laid; and that America would 
Joon riſe to a great independent empire. This de- 
elaration was followed by many publications 
tending to alienate the affections of the people 
from the Mother Country, and to prepare 
them, as the Congreſs expreſſed it, ** for future 
events.” And ĩt was in the ſame year, for the firſt 
time, that they laid the foundation for quarrel, 
by a denial of the ſupreme authority of Great 
Maine #5 75 N49, I Fog 

ln the year 1964, the Stamp Act was paſſed. 
It paſſed without one diſapproving voice. 'The 
men in the preſent oppoſition to Government 


had given it their approbation. They had not 


then formed a connection with rebellion, nor had 
they compared their notes with the American 
republicans; but as ſoon as the rebels in Ame- 


rica took the ground of oppoſition, the two 
Factions inſtantly embraced, and the ſame men 
ho had in 1764 aſſented to the act, in 1766 be- 
came the moſt violent oppoſers of it, and of every 
other ſubſequent act which has paſſed for the 
ſupport of the ſupreme authority of their o.] q 
Tountry over its Colonies. CO no Ty ny 


It may be both amuſing and inſtructive to 


the reader, and not foreign to my purpoſe, to 


lay before him a copy of General Conway's ex- 
cellent letter to the Governor of Maſſachuſſett's 


Bay, in 1765. Though the General wrote 


officially, being one of his Majeſty's principal 
Secretaries of State, yet if he was governed by 


any principles of honour or honeſty, his own ſen- 
timents muſt have correſponded with the letter. 


» ; 1 


60 It 
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ect Te is with the greateſt concern (( 
46 his Majeſty. bo. the — 
have lately ariſen in your Province, the gene- 
ral confuſion that ſeems to reign there, and 
the total languor and want of energy in your 
« Government to exert itſelf with: any dignity 
or efficacy, for the ſuppreſſion of tumults 
| 2a which ſeem to ſtrike at the very bring of all 
n and ede bw am A 924 5 
Nothing can certainly exceed ilLadviſed 
& and intemperate conduct held by a party in 
> your Province, which can in no way con- 
tc tribute to the removal of any real grievance 
6e they might labour under, but may tend to 
$6: impede and obſtruct the exertion of his Ma- 
« jeſty's benevolent attention to the eaſe and 
ec comfort, as well as to the welfare of all is 
122 people. ; 
elt is hoped and expetted; that this want 
« of confidence in the juſtice and tenderneſs of 
„the Mother Country, and this open reſiſtance 
4 to its authority, can only have found place 
2 among the lower and more ignorant of the 
people: the better and wiſer part of the 
« Colonies will know, that decency and fub- 
«© miſſion may prevail, not only to redreſs 
„ grievances, but to obtain grace and favour, 
00 while the outrage of a public violence can my 
* nothing but ſeverity and cbaſtiſemet. 
„ Theſe ſentiments you and all his Majeſty's 
1 ſervants, from a ſenſe of your duty to, and 
(c love of your country, will endeavour to ex- 
« cite and encourage; you will, in a particular 
* manner, call upon them, not to render their 
12 Falſe Ow You will in the ſtrongeſt 
| __ * colours 


— 
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6 colours repreſent to them, the dreadful con · 
ſequences that muſt inevitably attend the 
tc farcible and violent ræſiſtance to acts of the Britiſh 
&.. Parliament, and the ſcene of miſery and de- 
« ſtruction to bob countries nee from Jp 
©. conduct. 
1,45, Far however. unwilli ly his Majeſty may © 
« conſent to the exertion of ſuch powers as may. 
« endanger» the ſafety of a ſingle ſubjet z yer 
can he not permit his own dignity and the 
* authority of the Britiſh legiſlature to be tram- 
* pled on by force and violence, and in nag 
te contempt of all order, duty and decorum. 
lf the ſubject is aggrieved, he knows in 
** what manner legally and conſtitutionally to apply 
1 1 ſar, elief; but it is not ſuitable either to the 
ety or dignity af the Britiſn empire, that 
14 any individuals, under the pretence of re- 
<< dreſſing grievances, ſhould Projume to Violate 
« the public peace,” i 
Such were the ſentiments of Mr. Conway, 
Secretary of Sate. What has been his conduct 
as member of Parliament, and how far it has 
correſponded with thaſe ſentiments ſince he has 
united with Oppoſition, and with them become 
the advocate of the Americans, his and their 
ſpeeches in the great councils of the State 
have fully demonſtrated, 
In this oppoſition, it is remarkable how much 
have been embarraſſed to find arguments, 
us 6 plauſible, to ſupport themſelves. They have 
been led to make diftinctions the maſt abſurd. and 
ridiculous diſtinctions which are to be found in 
no book, nor in the conſtitution of any Govern- 
ment, and which they , themfelves have eicher 
forgot, or are now aſhamed any longer to inſiſt 
7 on, 


(% 5 | 
dn. Not daring to deny the ſupremacy: of Pats 
tiament over the Colonies in all caſes whats 
ſoever, they have contended, there 1s:a-diftines 
tion between the rights of legiſlation and taæa- 
tion — between the right to impoſe internal and 

external taxes and taxes laid for the regulation 
of trade, and thoſe for the purpoſeof revenue; and 
that Parliament was co t to the firſt; bur 
not to the ſecond. Thus endeavouring, by cheir 
— to pare away, or ſplit into pieces, 
the ſupreme authority of the State, and to rob 
it of the moſt important of its rights, by which 


only it can command the reaſonable contribu- 


tions of all its nen _ OY * the 
national defence. 5 
Such are the facts, upon which I ſhall appeal 
to the reader's deciſion, whether there is any 
evidence of a deſigu in Government, ſince the 
concluſion of the laſt war, to enſlave the Colo 
nies; or whether there are not the ſtrongeſt 
proofs that human conduct can exhibit, that 
from that period there has exiſted a ſeitled 
in the republican Coloniſts to throw off 

their allegiance to the State, and in their Britifh 
eolleagues to mem, and N re them in 
i their attempt. | 1 471 
Many other facts mighr be adduced in 
fo pport of the ſame truths; but I will nos 
dwell upon matters which are: ſufficiently prov- 
ed, and which perhaps ſome men may think 


2 digreſſion. I will therefore diſmiſs ths 'Bri- 


tiſn, and paſs to the American faction, which 
1 left after their rejection of the only propo- 
ſal Which was made tending to an accommo- 
_— _ the Et bevaven: the two couns 


Ila 1 tries. 
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tries. ©. They next proceeded to ſettle theit Bill 

of Rights. In this bill, were there no other 
proof of their deſign to eſtabliſn independence, 
we ſhould find that which is abundantly ſuf. 
ficient. Their fourth reſolve deelares; that “ as 
it the Engliſh Coloniſts are net repreſented, 
and from their local circumſtances, cannot 

& properly be repreſented in the Britiſh Parlia- 
* ment, they are intitled to a FREE AUD Ex- 
e Ol poteer of legiſtation in their ſeveral 

«provincial legiſlatures in all caſes of taxation 

and internal polity, ſubject only to the negative \ 
<< of their ſovereign.“ Now no words can con- 
vey a more explicit declaration of colonial in- 
dependence on parliamentary. authority; for 
if the Colonies are not, and will not be repre- 
ſented,” and moreover have a free and excluſive 
power of legiſlation in all caſes of taxation and 

internal polity, the authority of the Britiſh legiſ- 
lature is perfectly excluded; becauſe it can 
make no law which muſt not come within the 
deſeription of this reſolve, not even an act to 
regulate their trade; for that muſt be executed 
by officers within the Colonies, and of courſe 
muſt affect their internal polity. It cannot even 
repeal a colonial law, however repugnant to the 
laws of England, or injurious to the intereſt of 
the other parts of the empire. 


— 


= J 7, « a — 
— — — —ßx—:ß! —— — ——rj- ' wen» 2 38 — AA 


« — 
—— 


If ſo explicit a declaration can require any 
thing to confirm its meaning, we ſhall find it in 
the following words of the ſame reſolve. But 

* from the neceſſity of the caſe, and a regard 

„ to the mutual intereſt of both countties 
(not from any conſtitutional right of Parliament, 
for this is denied in the preceding part of the 
1 | i | reſolye), 
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. geſolne) we conſent to the operations of ” (net 
to the right of -making) fſuch acts of the 
<,.Briciſh Parliament as * (not to ſuch as b 
be). „ bona; fide: reſtrained to the regulation 

, our external commerce, for the purpoſe of 
«.ſecuring the commercial advantages of the 
whole empire to the Mother Country, and the 
<., commercial benefits of its reſpective mem- 
bers.“ Thus did theſe men aſſume a right to 
declare all the las ot trade void in reſpect to 
America, to judge of the propriety. and utility 
of all, to refuſe — — to by far the greater 
part, and, with an arrogance unparalleled, to 
give validity to ſuch of them only; 8 n 
Pleaſeg. i Y 54374 0 
Such was the complexion. of the Bill of 
Rigbts. They, next proceeded to conſider an 
addreſs to his Majeſty, for they would not con- 
deſcend. to call it a petition. Perhaps they 
thought they could not, with propriety, call it ſo; 
as it did not aſk for any one eſſential thing. The 
loyaliſts, and friends to an union between the two 
countries, zealouſly contended that it was equivo- 
cal and indecilive; that it aſked for nothing; that 
it was moreover calculated to incenſe and irritate 
his Majeſty and his Parliament, rather than to 
obtain a redreſs of grievances; that the Coloniſts 
had always acknowledged themſelves ſubjects of 
the Britiſh State, and truly were ſo; that it was 
their duty not only to point out their grievances, 
but clrarly and explicitly to aſł for a remedy; that 
therefore the addreſs ought to contain the great 
principles of the diſpute, and to propoſe ſome 
mode an relicf 3 and that commilioners ſhould be 
+133 $3. 175 | N. ſent 
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ſent over to Britain to ſolicit the redreſs pro- 
poſed. One may ſafely affirm that theſe argu- 
ments were juſt, and the force of them ought to 
have-prevailed, fince they urged-nothing more 
than was the reaſonable duty, and invariable 
practice of good ſubjects. But reaſon or argument 
had little weight. The republican faction had 
obtained, by working upon the timidity of ſome, 
and the ignorance of others, a majority. The 
addreſs was therefore carried as it was brought 


in, with fome very triffing amendments. 


Upon a view of this addreſs, what does it 
pray for? There is, indeed, an intimation (if 
an intimation may be called a prayer) that if 
the Parliament will repeal the ſtatutes ſince the 
year 1763, their complaints will /z2/de. The 
word ſub/ide was prudently and cautiouſly 
choſen.” Ir alluded to atoms at the bottom of 


a fluid, ready to riſe at the leaſt emotion; and 


this would have been the caſe had the Parlia- 


ment complied with this intimation. For they 


had prepared and ſettled other complaints, or, 
as they ſty led them, oppreſſions, as grounds of 
future quarrel and war between the two coun- 
tries, as ſoon as the ſtatutes made ſince the 
year 1763 ſhould be repealed. They had 
declared their excluſive right of legiſlation, and 
had denied the force of all the laws of trade; 
and of every ſtatute paſſed before that period, 
on the principles eſtabliſned by their claim of 
rights. The right of parliament to make them 
was as expreſsly denied, as it was to paſs thoſe 
fince 1763; and it was their fixed reſolution to 
make theſe ſtatutes the ſubject of 1 as 
| oon 


(93 
ſoon as the Coloniſts were better brengthenes, 
and prepared for war. 

Io ſupport this fact, the unprejudiced Reader 
cannot look for ſtronger proof than their own 
lolemn declarations. Theſe are the completeſt 
evidence of deſigns not carried into execution. 
They. muſt carry conviction to the human 
breaſt, where reaſon and candour are not ex- 
cluded. On theſe then I rely. In a clauſe. of 
their claim of rights, on which their addreſs 
was founded, they declare, that - in the courſe 
„of their enquiry, they find many infringe- 


“ ments and violations of the foregoing rights, 


* which they paſs over FOR THE PRESENT,*® and 
«© proceed to ſtate ſuch acts and meaſures as 
„ have been adopted fnce the laſt war.” And 
in another clauſe, ſpeaking of the ſtatutes, they 
add, To theſe grievous acts and meaſures 
„ Americans cannot ſubmit,” and therefore 
„ they have, for the preſent ONLY, reſolved to 
* purſue the following peaceable meaſures: 
< iſt, To enter into a non- importation, non- 
66 conſumption, and non- exportation agreement; 
* 2d, To prepare an addreſs to the people of 
66 Great Britain, and a memorial tq the inha- 
c bitants of the Britiſh Colonies; and 3d, To 
« prepare a loyal addreſs to his Majeſty.” How 
far from peaceable theſe meaſures were, let 
common ſenſe judge. The firſt was carried 
into execution by every act of violence that law- 
leſs committees and deſperate mobs could de- 

viſe. The ſecond was calculated to inflame the 
minds of the people againſt their ſovereign, and 
to raiſe another rebellion in Britain. The third, 
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1 
to incite the people of America to take up arms 
againſt their mother country, and to prepare 
their minds (as it is expreſſed) 4 for mournful 
* events, and every contingency.” The ad- 
dreſs, intimating that their complaints would 
ſubſide upon the repeal of the ſtatutes ſince 


1763, was ſent over and preſented; but their 


reſolves reſpecting the preceding objects of their 
complaints, and their determination to take 
them up at a future day, | were ſecreted, not 
only from Britons, but Americans. 98 57 
This conduct was artful, treacherous, and 
baſe, in reſpect to both countries. It was 
equally calculated to amuſe and deceive both. 
Bur it was abſolutely neceſſary to the ſucceſsful 


purſuit of their dark and treaſonable deſign, 


which they knew would be reliſhed by the 
greater part of neither. At this time they were 
deſtitute of every thing neceſſary for military 


reſiſtance. They had not formed their ſtand- 
ing committees, conventions, or congreſſes in 
the ſeveral Colonies. They had not embodied 


themſelves in arms. They had not diſarmed 
the diſaffected, nor had they in the country 
arms or ammunition neceſſary to their deſign. 
Amuſement, falſehood, and fraud, were there- 


fore the only means they then had. Theſe 
were to be improved into weapons of more ef- 
fe&t and power. Their colleagues in faction 


on this ſide of the Atlantic were to be ſup- 
ported, becauſe they were neceſſary to diſtract 


the councils of ſtate, and retard its meaſures, 
The people of America, then more happy than 


any other on the globe, were to be duped into 
| 3 | rebellion, 


F 


3 
rebellion. To effect theſe purpoſes, diſſimula- 
tion was neceſſary; and never, not even by the 
Cromwellian faction, was more of it uſed than 


on this occaſion. In all their public proceed- 


ings," whether meant to delude the people of 
Great Britain or of America, we find the moſt 
ſolemn declarations of loyalty to the King, the 
moſt ardent deſire of a connection and union on 
conſtitutional principles with Great Britain, a 
3 diſavowal of independence, and the 
trongeſt aſſeverations that their ſole deſign was 
to obtain a redreſs of American grievances; and 
all this at the very time they were making every 
poſſible preparation for the moſt vigorous hoſtile 
＋z—: mom: ory 1k | 
Having taken this plauſible ground, they 
_ tranſmitted their proceedings to the faction in 
Britain. A vote of congreſſional thanks to 
«©. thoſe truly noble, honourable, and patriotic ad- 
«© vocates, who had ſo generouſly and power- 
« fully, though ' unſucceſsfully, eſpouſed and 
«© defended the cauſe of America, both in and 
. out of parliament,” attended them. A letter 
was written to their agents, ordering them to 
adviſe and co-operate with all © great men 
« who might incline to aid the cauſe of liberty 
and mankind.” Their memorial to the peo- 
ple of Great Britain was ordered to be com- 
* municated particularly to all the trading cities 
* and manufacturing towns in Great Britain,” 
And their agents were conſtituted ſo many ſpies 
on the Britiſn Government, with orders to give 
the * earlieſt information of all ſuch conduct 
2 fy 4 | . „ and 


( 94 )) 
and deſigns of, miniſtry, or Parliament, 48 
might concern America to 1 
The ſyſtem of ſeditious oppoſition, in both 
countries, to the meaſures of Government, be- 
15 thus concerted, the Congreſs broke up. 
The loyaliſts ſeeing no hope of oppoſing the 
approaching ſtorm, retired to their families. 
The republicans adjourned to a tavern, in order 
to concert the plan which was neceſſary to be 
purſued by their party, throughout the Colo- 
nies, for raiſing a military — This ſettled, 
they alſo returned to their reſpective Colonies. 
And here the two parties acted upon very 
different principles. The loyalty of the firſt 
forbad them to join in the ſedition, and taught 
them to look up to Government to take the 
lead in ſuppreſſing it. But they ſoon found 
that the powers of the colonial governments were 
inſulted with impunity, and were daily giving 
way to new uſurpations, without any exertion to 
prevent it. However, they hoped that the time 
was approaching, when the powers of the State 
would be exerted; and they knew, that thoſe 
powers, if cond ucted with wiſdom, would be more 
than ſufficient to cruſh the intended rebellion, 
Bur the republicans were well appriſed that they 
muſt riſe into power by their own induſtry, They 
were therefore indefatigable throughout Ame- 
rica. The diſcontented and factious were con- 
vened in every Colony. Provincial congreſſes, 
conventions, and committees of ſafety were ap- 
pointed by a part of the people in every diſtrict, 
which, when compared with the whole, was 
truly inconſiderable, Theſe illegal bodies hav-_ 
* ing 


1 

ing elected men of the moſt ſeditious principles, 
for members of the next Congreſs, proceeded 
„ ß. 

The loyaliſts were diſarmed, the moſt ob- 
noxious of them impriſoned. The loyal preſſes 
were reſtrained, ſome of them ſeized and de- 
ſtroyed. Publications in favour of Govern- 
ment were publicly burnt, while the republican 
preſſes teemed with ſpeeches of their friends and 
allies in parliament, and letters wrote from 
their colleagues in faction in England, with a 
thouſand other literary performances, all tend- 
ing to lead the people into a rebellious. oppo- 


ſition to Government. Every meaſure that art 


and fraud could ſuggeft, as neceſſary to de- 
lude the people into arms, was induſtriouſly 
purſued. All the Gunſmiths were employed in 
the manufacturing of muſquets; warlike ſtores 
of every kind were ſent for to foreign countries; 
the militia in New England became embodied, 
in purſuance of the recommendation of the 
Suffolk reſolve, and magazines of warlike ſtores 
were laid up to be ready for their uſe. To 
ſeize one of theſe magazines General Gage ſent 
out a party, which was attacked by the militia 
at Lexington. Ee | 1 
On the 1oth of May the ſecond Congreſs 
met, and a circular letter from the American 
agents, calculated to perſuade the Coloniſts 
that no relief was to be obtained from Govern- 
ment, was laid before them. On the ſame 
day the Boſton delegates delivered a letter 
from the Provincial Congreſs of their Colony, 
informing, that they had reſolved to raiſe an. 
army of 13,600 men, and to borrow 100,000 

pounds 
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pounds towards their ſupport 3 and chat they 
had made propoſals to the Congreſs of New- 
Hampſhire, Rhode-Iſland, and Connecticut, for 
furniſhing men in the ſame proportion. On 
the 16th, advice was received by the Preſident, 
that a detachment from the Maifachuſſert's and 
Connecticut militia had taken his Majeſty's 
fort at Ticonderoga. 

While theſe matters were 3 chemi,” the 
reſolution of the Houſe of Commons of Fe- 


bruary 2oth, 1775, tranſmitted to Governor 


Franklin, and by him laid before the aſſembly 
of New-Jerſey, was by that afſembly ſubmitted 
to their conſideration. This reſolution. was 
made upon the ground the Americans had 
taken. They had repeatedly confeſſed that a 


grant of their reaſonable proportion of aids was 


their indiſpenſable duty ; their aſſemblies had 
been repeatedly called upon for that purpoſe ; 
their grants had been untimely, partial, and un- 
Juſt ; and ſome, when called on, in times of the 
greateſt danger, either neglected or refuſed a 
compliance with the requiſition. They had 
moreover denied the authority of Parliament, 
and refuſed to be repreſented in it. Upon this 
ground, Parliament could offer nothing more li- 
beral towards the Colonies than this propoſition. 
The propoſition amounts to this: The Colo- 
nies have declared that they are willing 10 grant 
their reaſonable proportion of aids for the common 


defence, and to provide for their reſpective civil 


eſtabliſhments ; now if the Colomes will propoſe 
to do this by their ſeveral legiſlatures, and if ſuch 
propoſal ſhall appear to be ju, and be approved 


of 


N 
of by his Majeſty, and the two. Houſes of Parlia· 
ment; ſo long at Juch propoſals fhall be carried 
indo effett, Parliament ſhall forbear, in reſpef to 
the Colony complying, -to levy any duty, tax, or 
 afeſſment," except only - the duties neceſſary. for the 
regulation of rommerce; and even the nett proceeds. 
of theſe duties ſhall. be carried to the: account of. 
the Colony complying with tbe propoſal. In this 
propoſition, what was it that Parliament re- 
ſerved ? They gave up the mode of railing and 
levying the taxes, to the colonial aſſemblies; 
and to remove all poſſibility of inducement in 
Parliament to draw a revenue from them under 
the pretence of regulating their commerce, 
they declare that the revenue thus raiſed, ſhall 
be carried to the credit of their national aids. 
The only power reſerved is leſs than was ever 
before reſerved by the ſupreme authority of any 
State whatever; and it 1s no mare, when can- 
didly examined, and ſtripped of the falſe colours 
with which the Congreſs uk bedaubed it, than a 
right ta compel a Colony to do juſtice to the 
community of which it is a member; and that 
not before it has given proof of its diſobedience 
and non-compliance with its firſt and moſt import=' 
ant duty. Such a power all men muſt acknow- 
ledge is eſſential to their ſubordination, to their 
union, to their protection and ſafety. It mutt 
therefore be lodged ſomewhere. And where 
could it be more properly, or more ſafely placed, 
than in the ſupreme authority of the State? 
No if the Colonies are members of the 
Britiſh State if they will not be repreſented in 
Parliament —if they have no fupremacy among 
themſelves to aſcertain their proportion of aids, 
N 3 pe 
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or to compel them to make their reaſonable 
contributions, which are all facts acknowledged 


y themſelyes; and if they have not propoled, - 
4 aſked, for the eltablihment of any oy 4 by 
which the State may have à ſecurity, that they 
will, when their own {ſafety and that of the 
nation are in danger, perform their reaſonable 
duty, was Parliament to continue to prof 
them with the monies levied on the people gf 
Great-Britain, . and to give up all power of 
compelling them to grant their reaſonable pro- 
portions © If they intended that the Britiſh Par- 
hament ſhould have any authority over them at 
all, what leſs. could it retain? If they did not 
approve of this propoſition, and did not mean 


* 


propoſe the means by which they might he 
dependent, agreeable to the conſtitution they ſa 


„ 


mych admired? If they had any other union of 


to be abſolurely independent, why did they not 


the two countries, more conſtitutional, in view, 


why did they not petition for it? Their inſtruc- 
. s ordered them to do ſo it was the earneſt 
WI 


of the generality gf their conſtituents. 
TRE HED did they not comply. with thoſe in- 
ſtructions, if they diſliked the propoſition ? I call 


1 4 - 8,7 * 


upgn the factions on both fades of the Atlantie; 


the voice of reaſon and juſtice unites with me in 


the call, to aſſign any other reaſon why they 


neither made this propoſition a ground of ac- 
commodation, nor propoſed to Parliament any 
other, but that they, were. determined, through 


all the horrors attendant op rebellion, to eſta- 


biff their independence. 0 
lolyed to avoid every path to. a recon- 


ciliation with Great-Britaip, becauſe ioconfiſtent 


7 - > 


Cl 
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With cher views of independence, they rejected 
this propofition as © unreaſonable and inſidious,” - 
rand proceeded with the drittolt iticuſtry in their 
military preparations. Were I to give a minute 
Fefatiom of them, it would be attended with a 
Deny We ih e 
rived from them could compentfate, I ſhall 
therefore only mention in general, the principal 
afures' which they thought neceffary to be 
bliſed, before they could ſafely declare 
their long meditated independence. They ap- 
pointed'a committee to provide magazines of 
ammunition arid military ſtores. They aboliſhed 
the general poſt. office eſtabliſhed by act of Par- 
Hament, and inſtituted another. They declared 
the offices of Governòr and Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor of Maſſachuſſett's vacant, and recommended 
to the people of that Provinde to inſtitute anew 
Government. They reſolved to raiſe a regular ar- 
my. They appointed the commander in chief, and 
other officers, and ordered the iſſuing 2,000,000 
of dollars to defray the expence of their military 
oppoſition. Upon receiving an account that 
the people of North Carolina were very generally 
difaffected to their meaſures; they directed a 
thouſand men to be raiſed to ſubdue the ſpirit of 
oppoſition in that Province; and they ordered 
the militia of the ſeveral Colonies to be em- 
bodied. f VVV 
Having thus, with great ſucceſs, brouglit 
their ſcheme to a conſiderable degree of ma- 
turity, all the diſaffected to their meaſures being 
diſarmed, and a cofifiderable military force 
under their command in the field, they pro- 
cCeebeded to make a formal declaration of war 
N O 2 | againſt 


. 
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againſt: their Sovereign and his Parliament, and 
0 Write another ſeditious letter to the people of. 
Great Britain, to amuſe or delude them into rebel 
lion. Theſe meaſures were of too much importancc 
not to be communicated immediately to their 
faithful allies in Britain. A letter was therefore 
ſent to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery 
of London, paying them the ;. juſt tribute of 

«. gratitude and thanks for the virtuous and 
< unſolicited reſentment they had-ſhewn to the 
60 violated rights of a free people.” And to 
convince the Corporation how ſenſible the Con- 
greſs were ** of the powerful aid their cauſe 
© muſt receive from ſuch_ advocates,” another 
letter was wrote to Mr. Penn, formerly Gover- 
nor of Pennſylvania, who was then coming to 
England, and to the Colony agents, incloſing 
the declaration of war, the ſeditious letter to 
the people of Great-Britain, and that to the 
Lord Mayor. In this letter, the perſons to whom 
it was directed were deſired to put the declara- 
tion of war, and the letter to the people 
Great-Britain, © immediately to the preſs, and 
e to communicate them as univerſally as poſ- 
« ſible.” And they were alſo ordered to . give 
« ſuch intelligence as they might judge to be 
« of importance to Aerzen in this Se 
« conteſt*.” 

With this letter another petition was alſo 
ſent to his Majeſty, which, like thoſe that had 
preceded it, was truly an inſult and mockery. 
It was vague in reſpect to the ſubject matter, 
falſe in reſpe& to a number of facts, indeciſive 
as to American rights, and, though called 
a e aſked for nothing. All theſe truths, 


* See RO 


will 
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will appear from a flight examination, of the 
petition itſelf. Itbegins in'theſe words: . We your 
< Majeſty's faithful ſubjects of the Colonies,” 
c. &c. Now can any man of - ſenſe and cans 
dour be perſuaded that theſe men, notwiths, 
ſtanding their profeſſions, could poſſibly be the 
« faithful ſubjects“ of the King, when they 
denied their ſubordination to the Parliament, of 
which the King is head and ſupreme repreſent · 
ative? Could they, in the nature of things, be 
faithful to the repreſentative, while they with 
held their obedience to the principal? Could 
they be faithful to the King, when they had 
taken up arms to oppoſe the authority of that 
ſupremacy in which he participates, and of 
which he is the ſupreme executive repreſenta- 
tive? It is an abſurdity; a falſity too glaring i, 
impoſe. on a vulgar underſtanding. 1 

In the next paragraph they wildly talk of an x 
« union between the Mother Country and the 
* Colonies, and in another declare, that they 
are moſt · ardently deſirous, that the former 
harmony between them may be reſtored. 


But there is not the leaſt hint what kind — 5 


union they wiſhed for, or by what means that 
harmony might be reſtored. This they had 
avyoided in all their petitions, becauſe they knew , 


that Parliament was ready to meet any reaſon- 


able propoſal of that nature. They could not 
mean a legiſlative union, or a ſubmiſſion to the 


ſame ſupreme authority, which is the only mea- 


ſure ever yet invented to combine the members of - 
the ſame ſociety together; becauſe this they had 
uniformly: denied. It muſt therefore be a fœde - 
rative union. I hus while they profeſſed Aires 0 
6 elves 
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ſelves fubjedts; they ſpoke i the latigudge' 
allies, and were openly acting the part of ehe- 
mies; and while in their petit isi they deelared 
their ſubordination, by thefir ations they prov ved 
their deſign to bethat of independence. 
In. their uſual ſtyle of diſſimulation they den ect 
fuſs ce too tender a regard for the king if 
« which they derive their origin, 75 regueſt 
ſuch a reconeiliation as hight be inconfif dem 
r with het dignity or her Wäoffare. What this 
reconciliation was, they have alſo avoided to 
mention. But ſo far as it is Pie to cole it 
from their words and actions, we know it to be 
an excluſive riglit of legiſlation iir their colontaf 
aſſemblies: They had refuſed te be repreſented 
in the Britiſh Parliament; they bad rejected 4 
_ eſtabliſhing an Aniidvicth Franck of that 
egiſlature, in hich they would” have been 
perfectly repreſentedꝭ the ey ta: rejected the pro- 
poſition made by the Houſe of Commons; 
leaving their ching keglüworer in the Poſſeſſion 
of che right of granting theit cbntribtitions to 
the national defence in their ow ſ way. What 8 
other mode of reconciliation! conſiſtent with 
the dignity, or welfare of the kingdom,” was 
now left? There was none which the 
powers oft human reaſon could deviſe, ſhort of 
independence. 
Like their former petitions, tin urs not des- 
ficient in abuſe of Adminiſtration; Theit con 
duct was ſaid to be replete' with' - delu fle 
« pretences, fruitleſs terrors and unavailing 
«' ſeverities ; that they had ſince the laſt war 
adopted' anew fffem' of ſtatutes and regula- 
667 tions“ to enllave- the Colonies. But the 
novelty 
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novelty of this ſyſtem they had not, in any of 
their proceedings, attempted to point out. The 
difference between the principles upon which the 
colonial adminiſtratian has been managed ſince 


that period, from thaſe on which it had been 
managed before, remains yet a ſecret to all the 
world but the Congreſs. Indeed no aſſertion 
can be more groundl:ſs and falle ; becauſe every 


ſtatute and every calonial regulation ſince that 


time, is founded on a variety of precedents, 


Similar ſtatutes had heen paſſed in former reigns, 
and ſame of them ſo early as the laſt century, 


and all of them had been cheerfully ſubmitted 
to by. the Coloniſts, ſo that there was nothing 


novel in their principles. But this charge was 


neceſſary to deceive the people of both countries... 
e ſome phantom of in- 

Juſtice, to prevail on Britons to give up rights 

. Which were as ancient as the ſettlement of Ame- 


It was neceſſary to rai 


rica, and which the Americans by their conduct 


had always acknowledged; and it was neceſſary 

to induce the Americans to withdraw them- 
ſelves from that allegiance to Government, 
heir freedom. 


from whence they had derived t 
their ſafety and happineſs. 


gatory, and inſidious. Fhey deſire his Majeſty 


< to point out ſome made, by which the united 


<« applications of his faithful Coloniſts to the 


„ Thrane may be improved into a happy and 
< permanent reconciliation.” That men ſhould _ 
ſpeak of a reconciliation, ' who had never taken 


one ſtep towards it, and who had rejected the 


means of effecting it when offered, is remark- 


able. But what did they mean by ſome mode ? 


Was 


The prayer of the petition was vague, u 


— u — — 2 
8 * 
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Was it poſſible for his Majeſty, without the 
leaſt explanation, to divine what ideas they had 
annexed to theſe words? Did they mean the 
appointment of perſons to hear their complaints, 
and to redreſs them if juſt? They knew that 
the Parliament was the conſtitutional guardian 
of the rights of all the members of the em- 
pire, and poſſeſſed complete authority to redreſs 
their injuries, if any ſubſiſted; and therefore 
that it was their duty, as ſubjects, to define 
their rights, and to propoſe to the Parliament 
the means by which they deſired thoſe rights 
might be reſtored; and this very method had 
been pointed out to them by his Majeſty's Se- 
cretary of State, as we have ſeen. in General 
Conway's letter. Did they mean that his Ma- 
jeſty ſhould penetrate: into their deſires, which 
they had artfully concealed ? This was impoſ- 
fible. Did they mean that he ſhould make ſome. 
propoſal, by which they might be enabled to 
grant their own aids, and be relieved from par- 
hamentary taxation ? This had been fully com- 
' plied with, in the reſolution of the Houſe of 
Commons; and moreover, Commiſſioners who 
had eſpouſed their cauſe, and were friendly to 
their meaſures, were ſent over to confer on 
theſe and all other matters, and to make and 
receive propoſals. But even with theſe they re - 
fuſed to negociate in the character of ſubjects. 
They would not even confer but in their illegal, 
independent, and congreſſional capacity, in- 
ſidiouſly hoping to draw. from the Commiſſioners 
a conceſſion of the legality and independence of 
their conſtitutions, the want of which had 
CCC 
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am * enemies of Britain from 
Entering into an alliance with them. 

0 "Much clamour, ill- founded and unjuſt, has 
pon made by the abettors of the American 
frebellion againſt his Majeſty's Miniſters, for 


not attending to this and other p itions equally 


nugatory, unmeaning, and affronting to the 
ſpreme authority of the State. I call this ela- 
mour ill/ founded and unjuſt, becauſe the ver 
faction who made it know, that in conſequence 
of the former petitions, the Houſe of Commons, 
diiveſting itſelf of all reſentment at the indignity 
offered to the ſupreme authority of the State, 
by a denial of that authority, and a refuſal to 
participate in it, the greateſt it could poſſibly 
receive from its ſubjects; condeſcended to pro- 
oſe a plan which ayoided theſe objections, was 
Kenbosshie and juſt, and would haye been adopt- 
&d as a ſufficient ground of negociation at leaſt, 
by men who were not reſolved on independence; 
and that; in purſuance of the laſt petition, Com- 
miſſioners were ſent over with more enlarged 
powers, to negociate, and to know their as yet 
vatold and latent deſires. And they alſo know, 
that the propoſition of the Houſe of Commons, 
made with the beſt intentions, and founded in 
the ſtricteſt juſtice, was loaded with the oppro- 
brious terms © unreaſonable and inſidious ;” and 
declared that it © was held up to the world to 
& deceive;” and that the ſubſequent commiſſion 
in the hands of their own friends was treated 
With equal inſult and neglect. The authors of 
this ill · founded abuſe upon Government, appear 
to haye loſt all ſenſe of the practice and relative 
duties of ſabiscks, * the e rights 


were | 
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were infringed, it was moſt certainly their duty 
as ſubjects to define thoſe rights, and to pro- 
poſe a remedy by which they might be reſtored. 
This was done by their fellow- ſubjects i in Wales, 
Cheſter and Durham; it is done almoſt in every 
petition preſented to Parliament for redreſs. 
Why then has it not been done by the American 
faction, if they were ſincere in their profeſſions, 
and defirous of an union with this country? 
Why has their whole conduct, from the begin- 
ning of the diſpute, been dark, indeciſive, 
hypocritical and inſidious? 
From this view of the facts it muß appear 
evident, that there has been great, and indeed 
too much, condeſcenſion on the part of the State 
towards its ſubjects; that it has made advances 
towards a reconciliation as far as it poſſiblx 
could, without giving up its eſſential rights, the 
rights of the people of Great-Britain, and diſ- 
charging the Americans from all ſubordination; 
that from a lenity of diſpoſition, and x deſire to 
avoid the effuſion of blood, they have over- 
looked, for a long time, inte greater in their 

nature than any which they would have received, 
without reſentment, from any ſovereign power 
whatever ; while the Americans, relinquiſhing 
the characters of ſubjects, and laying aſide all 
decency of language, have reſted their preten- 
fions on principles which, when candidly exa- 
mined, clearly amount to a claim of abſolute 
independence. 

The Congreſs and their adherents, having 
diſpatched the petition, proceeded in their mi- 
litary preparations with greater vigour, and 
more ſyſtem. The Provincial Congreſſes, Con. 
8 ventions, 
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ventions, and Committees, became the execu- 
tive authorities under them. Theſe made daily 
advances in ſetting aſide the eſtabliſhed Govern · 
ments, and in a ſhort time afſumed all their 
powers. Additions were made to their army. 
The republicans were embodied in arms, the 
loyaliſts were diſarmed, and all the military 
ſtores and ammunition in America were col - 
lected in their magazines. Having taken his 

Majeſty's fort at Ticonderoga, they invaded 
Bo ag and . d Britiſh, N in 
oſton. 1 85 
Such was the general ſtate of hy jp 2 
when Congreſs received advice that Britiſh 
Commiſſioners were on their paſſage to Ame- 
rica, empowered to offer. to the Colonies terms 
of accommodation, and attended by a formi- 
dable military and naval force. They knew 
that a very great majority of the Coloniſts were 
attached to the Britiſh Government, and, though 
diſarmed, would be ready to ſupport the Com- 
miſſioners as far as it was poſſible, in every 
reaſonable propoſal they ſhould make. They 
ſaw the impoſſibility of obtaining their ultimate 
aim without foreign aſſiſtance, and that aſſiſt- 
ance they could not obtain even from the com- 
mon and inveterate enemy of Britain, while they 
remained, under the character of its ſubjects. 
I The neceſſity of their affairs now compelled 
them to throw off the maſk. That deſign 
which they had diſguiſed under the moſt W e 
profeſſions of loyalty, and of the moſt ardent 
deſire to be united with Great. Britain on con- 
ſtitutional e 
was now to be openly, and as 
1 ſolemnly 


* 

| 
4 

| 

* 

| 
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: 
| 
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ſolemnly avowed. To effect this in Congreſs, 
much cabal and intrigue was fieceflary, Many 


of the members, recollecting their inſtructions, 


knew the ſentiments of the people in general, 


and befides ſaw the ruin and Horrors be à mea 
ſure ſo bold and dangerous. Their cabals con- 


tinued hear a month; the republicin faction 


met with much oppoſition, and for a time, de- 


ſpaired of — z at length, however, having 
made ſome proſelytes to their opmion, they 


_ reſolved to riſque the vote of Independence. 


And yet after all the arts of intrigue had been 
fo long eſſayed, the queſtion was put, and the 
Colonies were equally divided. But upon the 
next day the queſtion being again refurtied, con- 
trary to their own rules, Mr. Dickinſon; a gen- 


tleman naturally timid and variable in his Prin» 


ciples, retracted his opinion, and gave the caſtin 
vote. Thus did this great event, which was to 
ſupport a dangerous and ſeditious faction in the 
heart of the Mother Country, and to involve 
it in a war with two powerful nations, depend 
on the vote of an individual member of 1 its own 
community. 

The vote of Independence was ſoon followed 
by another, recommending tothe peopleto aboliſh 
the old, and to inſtiture new forms of Govern- 
ment, This meaſure was eagerly adopred by 
their adherents, who had now all power in their 
own hands. They were combined in Con- 
greſſes, Conventions, and Com nuttees. They 
were arrayed in arms by voluntary aſſociations, 


and there was moreover a regular armed force 
under the Congreſs to ſupport them; while the 
Joyaliſts, and Friends to the 1 | 


| ( wg ) 

non, were without a head, and without weapons. 
Theſe had been long ſince diſarmed. The Ga- 
vernors of all the royal Colonies had been driven 
from their governments, while thoſe of Penn- 
ſylvania, Rhode-Ifland, and Connecticut, were 
mitted to remain unmoleſted, and in office. 
Ehe King's Governors had given oppoſition to 
their meaſures, while the others (excepting the 
Governor of Maryland) either had not dif- 
approved of, or had openly abetted them. The 
Proprietary Governor of Pennſylvania, if he did 
not abet, did not, from the beginning of the 
ſedition, diſcover the leaſt diſapprobation of 
their conduct. His friends, his magiſtrates, and 
all the officers of his own appointment, not 
ten in the whole Colony excepted, were leadert 
in the oppoſition. In the two Charter Govern- 
ments of *"Rhode-Iſland and Connecticut, the 
Governors were the creatures of the faction, 
and at the head of their meaſures. All obſtacles 
being thus removed, they were not long in 
eſtabliſhing their new States, in which they ex- 
cluded every trace of the powers of enn and 

| Menz 4 
The time was now come when the independent 
faction, having obtained by their arts ſufficient 
wer, were not afraid to acknowledge that they 
ad deceived the people from the beginning of 
their oppoſition to Government; and that not- 
withſtanding all their ſolemn profeſſions to the 
Contrary, they ever had independence in their 
view. Samuel Adams, the great director of 
their councils, and the moſt cautious, artful, and 
reſerved man among them, did not heſitate, as 
| doo as the yote of Independence had paſſed, to 
declare 
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declare in all companies, that $* he had WET | 
« upwards of twenty years to accompliſh the 
« meaſure ; that during that time he had car- 
« ried his art and induſtry ſo far, as to ſearch 
after every riſing genius in the New England 
& ſeminaries, . and employed his utmoſt abilities 
5 to fix in their minds the principles of Ames 
c rican Independence, and that he rejoiced he 
# had now accompliſhed the meaſure.” =” 
We have now before us a brief view of the 

principles of the American rebellion; and we 
find that it has riſen from the ſame ſource, and 
been conducted by the ſame ſpirit 'with that 
which effected the deſtruction of the Engliſh - 
Government in the Jaſt century. The leaders 
in both ſet out with a pretence of aſſerting the 
liberties of the people. Profeſſions of the moſt 
zealous loyalty and firmeſt attachment to the 
eſtabliſhed Government, were the veils under 
Which, for a time, they concealed their ſedition. 
The ſame arts and hypocritical falſehoods, with 
the ſame kind of illegal and tumultuous 
yiglence, were employed by both. Factious 
conventions, committees and mobs, were the 
inſtruments by which they carried their treaſon- 
able practices into execution. If the pulpits of 

the ſectaries in England in the year 1641, re- 
ſounded with ſedition, the pulpits of the Con- 
.gregational Independents and Preſpyterians, 
from Nova Scotia to Georgia, rung with the 
lame flagitious doctrines. Upon a faithful en- 
guiry it was found, that in the four New Eng- 
land Provinces, there were only twelve among 
five hundred and fifty difſenting miniſters,” and 
in 225 the other Colonies a ſtil] leſs number, who 
. declined 

7 | 


declined the rebellious taſk. If the oppoſition 
to the rebellion in England was compoſed 
chiefly of the members of the eſtabliſhed Church, 


the ſame people, with the Quakers, Methodiſts, 


&c. as ſoon as their ſcheme of Independence 


-was known, formed the oppoſition in America. 


And if the abolition of the monarchical and 


- ariſtocratical parts of the conſtitution was the 


great object of the independents in Britain, all 
the circumſtances attending the American re- 
bellion added to the event, prove inconteſtibly, 
that the American republicans had the ſame 


_ deſign from the beginning conſtantly in their 


of 


view. | YE | 
The parallel between theſe rebellions might 


be carried yet further, but enough has been ſaid ' 


to | pcs the motives and deſigns of the. American 
inſurgents in their true light. If indeed there was 
any difference between them, it has conſiſted in 
the different conduct of the Princes, in whoſe 


reigns tiſty have reſpectively happened, towards 


ti inſurgents. In the reign of Charles the 
Firſt, it muſt be acknowledged that there were 
grievances which afforded a plauſible pretext _ 
Nie oppoſition, though they could not juſtify 

the extent to which it was carried. Among 


theſe may be reckoned the frequent diſſolutions 


of Parliament, the raiſing of money without the 


aſſent of Parliament, the proceedings againſt 


ſome of its members, and a variety of other 
tranſactions which did not conſiſt with the free- 
dom of the Britiſh conſtitution. But in the 

reſent reign there has been no one act which 
has had the leaſt tendency, or which has diſco- 
vered the leaſt wiſh in the Prince or his Miniſters 
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to injure the conſtitution of the Britiſh Govetiiz 
ment, or to oppreſs the inſurgents; but on the 
_ contrary, there have been the ſtrongeſt proofs of 
a deſire to preſerve the conſtitution pure and 
inviolate. It has been a reign of the moſt ample 
8 without one act of oppreſſion or in- 
S e : | 
Having thus traced the American rebellion 
from its original ſource to the declaration of Ins 
dependence, I ſhall conclude theſe reflections with 
ſome general obſervations, which naturally ariſe 
out of the ſubject. e 
I know it is the opinion of ſome men, that 
Colonies cannot be long kept in ſubordination 
to the Parent State. That, like individuals in 
the different ſtages of life, they will in their 
youth be ſubordinate; but as ſoon as they are 
arrived at ſtrength and maturity, they will na- 
turally become diſcontented, and throw off 
their connexion with their Parent State. This 
opinion I have ever thought ill- founded. 
It is not ſupported by any inſtances to be 
found in ancient or modern hiſtory. The 
revolt of Colonies has ever been occaſioned 
by other cauſes. The Colonies of Rome were 
oppreſſed; they were compelled to pay exceſſive 
tributes. Theſe were levied by their Governors 
appointed at Rome. They furniſhed armies 
for the protection of the city, conſiſting of 
double the numbers ſupplied by Rome itſelf; 
and yet they did not partieipate in the rights of 
Roman citizens. They were neither enrolled in 
their legions, nor could vote in their Comitia; 
they were deprived of any poſſibility of ſnaring 
in the emoluments, honours, or dignities of ofſice 
they were not even treated as members of the 
| State, 


* * 
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State, but as ſlaves; and although. they had 
often ſolicited the ſenate to give them the 
rights of citizens, the- pride, the folly of the 
ſenate rejected their ſupplications, and therefore 
they revolted. 
The great miſtake, of Rome. in the govern- 
ment of their Colonies and Provinces, was found 
ed in the arrogance of power, Rome ſent out 
colonies, becauſe the principal territory was too 
full of inhabitants. She ſelected for this pur- 
ſe the loweſt and the meaneſt of the people. 
Theſe, and thoſe whom her arms had lately con- 
quered, her pride conſidered 'as an inferior 
claſs of mortals, not intitled to the rights of hu- 
manity. They were therefore indulged with 
few privileges. The State never conſidered that 
in time, by cultivating the ſame arts, and by 
their ſuperior induſtry, which the ſituation they 
were placed in tended to promote, they would 
become equally improved in knowledge, and 
poſſeſſed of equal, if not ſuperior power; and 
that when this ſhould happen, they would na- 
turally A285 and reſent the illiberal and 
odious diſtinctions made between them and the 
other members of the State. To this folly the 
revolt of the Roman Colonies can only be juſtly 
attributed. 
The revolt of the Britiſh Colonies has ariſen, 
as we have ſeen, from oppoſite cauſes. It is not 
uncommon for contrary extremes to produce the 
ſame effects. If the Romans gave leſs freedom 
to the coloniſt than the citizen enjoyed at Rome, 
Britons gave more liberty to the Americans 
than the ſubject enjoyed in Britain, Inſtead of 
giving them the ſame "ia and ſubjecting 
5 them 
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them to the fame powers to which the ſubjects 
in Britain were ſubordinate, they gave them 
rights which, if they did not amount to inde- 
pendence itſelf, approached as near as poſſible 
to it. Inſtead of enſlaving them, they gave them 
more freedom than was conſiſtent with true civil 
liberty. 

Let us ſuppoſe that Rome or Britain had 
wiſely eſtabliſhed in their reſpective Colonies or 
Provinces, as ſoon as they were ſettled or con- 
quered, ſyſtems ſimilar in effential polity to 
thoſe of the State, and had incorporated thoſe 
ſyſtems with the State itſelf; and that they had 
been governed by the ſame general laws and 
cuſtoms, and ſuffered to enjoy the fame degree 
of liberty, excluding all diſtinctions between 
the citizen and the coloniſt; is there any perſon, 
acquainted with the influence and effects which 
civil polity ever had on the conduct of men, 
who can believe that either revolt would have 
happened? It does not conſiſt with reaſon, and 
ſtands contradicted by all experience. 

The conduct of the Roman Colonies towards 
the State after their union with it, is a proof of 
this truth. For although their incorporation 
was rather partial than perfect; although inſtead 
of being united to the old, they, were formed 
into a few new tribes, and were only admitted 
to vote laſt in order, ſo that they ſeldom had an 
opportunity of exerciſing their rights; yet ever 
after they ſupplied their proportions of men in 
the Roman armies, and their proportion of aids 
in the public treaſury ; they fought her battles, 
and remained faithful to the State until they 

were fevered from it by foreign violence, _ 
6 the 
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the empire itſelf, enfeebled by the immenſe 
wealth and univerſal luxury and diſſipation of its 
people, was over. run by barbarous nations. 

But we need not travel into ancient hiſtory 
to ſupport this truth. The inſtance of Scot- 
land is within our memory. The extenſion of 
the Britiſh ſyſtem of government co that country 
we have ſeen continually operating on the man- 
ners and affections of the people; ſuppreſſing 
their former diſlike, and changing their averſion 
into a fixed affection for the State in ſo remark- 
able a manner, that from the moſt diſaffected 
of - Britiſh ſubjects, they are become the moſt 
faithful, and in all probability will be the firmeſt 
friends to that conſtitution of which they have 
ſo lately been made partakers, when it ſhall ſtand 
in the moſt need of ſupport. : 

If theſe obſervations are juſt, there can -be no 
reaſon to doubt but that the Colonies, ſhould 
they be reduced, may, by proper meaſures, be 
- ſecured in their obedience to the Britiſh State for 
ages to come. The cauſes of the revolt being 
perfectly aſcertained, | the political phyſician 
cannot be at a loſs for the proper remedy, nor 


_ . deſpair of a cure. Upon looking into the ſtate . 


of the patient, he will find every ſymptom in his 
favour. The poiſon has not ſpread itſelf through 
the general maſs of the people; the diſaffection 
is confined to two ſects of diſſenters; while the 

ople of the Eſtabliſhed Churh, Methodiſts, 
eee, German Calviniſts, Quakers, Meno- 


niſts, &c. are warmly attached to the Britiſh _._ 
Government, and ready to embrace any reaſon- 


able terms which ſhall remove the conſtitutional 
defect in the authority of Parliament, the in- 
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ability of the Colonies, and' the cauſes of future 
revolt. In ſhort, the Colonies at this moment 
are in that very diſpoſition in which Charles II. 
found the people of Britain at the time of his 
reſtoration. They have ſeen the arts and frauds 
of their leaders, and are daily ſuffering under 
their treachery and tyranny ; their country has 
been drained of its labourers, and remains un- 
cultivated ; their commerce is ruined, and every 
neceſſary of life is extravagantly dear, and but 
few to be obtained; and to increaſe this part of 
their diſtreſs, the little property remaining is 
daily ſeized, and nothing returned for it but . 
money of no value, inſomuch that they have 
waſted upwards of 40, ooo, oooO J. ſterling in 
forging their own chains. Laws the moſt : unjuſt, 
oppreſſive, and ſanguinary, have been made for 
their government. Children have been driven : 
from their parents, and huſbands from their 
wives, into the field, to ſupport the tyranny of 
their rulers; and more than one fifth part of 
their white inhabitants who were capable of bear- 
ing arms, have already periſhed in a war, unjuft 
and unnatural. Diſarmed, ruined, and incapable 
of aſſiſting themſelves, they are looking up to 
ö Great Britain with impatience for deliverance 
from yet more grievous misfortunes, In this 
ſituation, no man of reflection can doubt but 
that theſe unhappy people are ready to accept 
any juſt propoſitions for removing their diſtreſs, 
and giving them future ſafety ; nor is it poſſible 
not to ſee, that this is the critical moment which 
Government ought to embrace for eſtabliſhing. 
that ſyſtem of polity in the Colonies which will 
hereafter ſecure them to Great-Britain ' 
5 This 
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This diſpoſition i in the Americans, Govern- 
ment will certainly meet with propoſitions which 
Mall give them reaſonable liberty, and more 
firmly unite them to Great-Britain. 
In order to effect theſe great purpoſes, tem- 
Dorary expedients, ſo often tried and ſo often 
ineffectual, muſt be avoided. Theſe kinds of 
remedies are unworthy of wiſdom ; they have 
never yet failed to produce greater difficulties 
than they were intended to remove. The remedy 
ſhould be ſuch as to meet the diſeaſe, and to 
eradicate its cauſes, If it does not do this, it 
effects nothing, or ſomething worſe than no- 
thing; it leaves the diſorder to break out again 
at ſome future period, with redoubled virulence. 
The inexpedience of the remedies hitherto 
applied will appear evident, if an individual 
may preſume to canvaſs the reſolutions of the 
State. The matters in diſpute between the two 
FO lie in a very narrow compaſs. They 
may be all reduced to one great object, viz. 
The right of the ſupreme authority of the State 
over the Colonies, The ſtateſman in Britain con- 
tends, and juſtly contends, for the neceſſity of 


a ſupreme authority over every part and member 


of the empire. In this he is ſupported by 
all precedents, by every known ſyſtem of polity, 
by the reaſon and nature of civil ſociety, : and by 
the concurrent authority of all writers on Go- 
vernment. On the contrary, the Americans 
aſſert, that by the conſticution of the Engliſh 
Government, ſettled and confirmed by the great 
Charter of Rights, it 1s eſſential to the freedom 
of America, that its landed intereſt or frees 
holders ſhould be — in the great 

Councils, 
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Councils, which make the laws by which heir 
properties, their liberties, and their lives are to be 
affected; and that without this the Britiſh Go- 
vernment is certainly deſpotic over them. Now 
theſe propoſitions are both true; and while the 
parties reſt on them, it is impoſſible that an 
union, on principles of genuine policy, ſhould 
ever take place. They are ſo repugnant, that 
they cannot be reconciled of themſelves, without 
ſome intermediate propoſition which ſhall include 
the affirmative of both—or which ſhall leave the 
parliamentary authority ſupreme over the Colo- 
nies, and at the ſame time give the Colonies a 
repreſentation. | 
None of the meaſures propoſed by Great- 
Britain to the Colonies have tended to theſe 
purpoſes, The propoſition of the Houſe of 
Commons in the year 1776, did neither give up 
the authority of Parliament, nor conſtitutionally 
modify it, but ultimately retained it on thoſe 
very principles on which the Americans had 
denied it. The Colonies were left in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the right which they had exerciſed be- 

fore, of granting aids to the Crown; but if 
thoſe aids were not approved by Parliament, its 
right to tax them, though not repreſented, re- 
mained in full force. Beſides, this propoſition 
related only to the right of taxing the Colonies, 
but the denial of the authority of Parliament 
regarded all legiſlative acts over them. Nor 
was the political incompetency of the Colonies, 
ariſing from their diſunion, in any degree re- 
moved. Hence, however the propoſition might 
and ought to have ſerved as a ground for nego- 
„„ ciation, 


. 
ciation, it did not meet, nor tend to remove, the 
great object of, diſpute. . oy. 

From one extreme Great-Britain, puſhed on 
by a number of events as unexpected as unfor- 
tunate, ran into another. Diſmayed at a ſeries 
of ill ſucceſſes in America, occaſioned by 
the miſconduct of her Generals, and the hoſtile 
declaration of France, and totally miſinformed, 
by the arts of the factions on both ſides of the 
Atlantic, in reſpect to the deſires of the Ameri- 
cans in general, the terms next offered, ſo far 
as they were made known, if they did not 
amount to abſolute independence, were little 
ſhort of it. The right of Parliament to tax the 
Colonies was explicitly given up. The inſtruc- 
tions of the Americans to their delegates in 
Congreſs, the repeated declarations of Congreſs 
before, and even at the time of their declaring 
their independence, to be more firmly united on 
conſtitutional principles, were forgot, and all that 
Government ſeemed to expect was a fœderative 
&* union of force” between the two countries. If 
Great-Britain was too tenacious of the ancient 
authority of Parliament in the firſt, ſhe was too 
inattentive to her rights in the laſt propoſitions. 
If ſhe fell ſhort of the wiſhes of the Coloniſts in 
general in the firſt, ſhe infinitely ſurpaſſed them - 
in the laſt; ſo that none of them were agreeable to 
the people in general of America, becauſe they did 
not contain any groynd upon which might be 
erected a conſtitutional union between the two 
countries. They did not meet the allegations 
of the parties, nor tend in any degree to recon- 
Cile the difference, i 
„ Theſe 
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Theſe propoſitions were not only defective, 
but ill. timed. If the Britiſh councils had ſhewn 
a determined firmneſs to maintain the authority 
of Parliament in the time of the Stamp Act, 
and had then offered the reſolution of the Houſe 
of Commons, it would in all probability have 
been made the ground of negociation. The 
republican faction was not then formed, or pre- 
pared for military oppoſition, and muſt there- 
fore have ſubmitted or treated. And had the 
propoſitions ſent over by the laſt Commiſſioners 
been made before the independents had receiv- 
ed aſſurances of aſſiſtance from France, they 
would certainly have been accepted by them; 
but at the time they were made, the Congreſs 
had formed their alliance with France. ' They 
had ſeen the unparalleled blunders of the Britiſh 
commander, the evacuation of Philadelphia, and 
the retreat of the Britiſh army to New-York ; 
and upon being informed of the purport of the 
terms then offered, they perceived that Parlia- 
ment had given up its authority; that the 
councils of the Britiſh State were yielding to 
their wiſhes; and they were confirmed in this 
opinion by letters wrote by the faction in Bri- 
tain, aſſuring them that if they perſevered, they 
muſt in the end obtain abſolute independence. h 

It was not probable that propoſitions, both 
defective and ill- timed, would meet with the 
concurrence of the perſons to whom they were 
made. The Americans were now divided in two 
parties. The firſt, and by far the greateſt, con- 
fiſted of men who had ſeverely felt the tyranny 
and cruelties of their new rulers, and ſincerely 
wiſhed for an union with Great Britain on the 

1 fundamental 
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fundamental and eſſential principles of the Eng- 
liſh Government. The ſecond were men whom 
nothing leſs than perfect independence would {a- 
tisfy. The loyaliſts did not wiſh that the authority 
of Parliament, in any reſpect, ſhould be abſo- 
| lutely given up. All that they deſired was, that 
it might be modified, and made more conſtitu- 
tional over them, An union, and not a ſepa- 
ration in polity, was the object of their purſuit. 
But the terms offered did not contain any prin- 
ciples on which the two countries could be 
united ; on the conttary, they, to all appearance, 
laid a ſure foundation of future quarrel and 
civil wars, and conſequently of American inde- 
pendence; an event equally inconſiſtent with 
their ſafety and happineſs as with that of Great 
Britain. They therefore preferred the tempo- 
rary ravages and horrors of war to the laſting 
miſchiefs which theſe propoſitions, if accepted, 
muſt have entailed on them and their poſterity. 
On the other hand, the independents now 
grown deſperate from their rebellion, and the ins 
numerable cruelties committed on the loyaliſts, 
equally reprobated them, becauſe they hoped, by 
the aſſiſtance of France, ſoon to obtain the great 
object of their original deſign, and to ſupport 
their own power and dignity, which they knew 
they muſt reſign if a reconciliation with Great 
Britain ſhould take place. Hence it happened, 
that there never were any propoſals of accom- 
modation held out by one people. to another, 
more univerſally diſapproved than the terms of 
the laſt commiſſions — eee 

Seeing then that thoſe temporary and defective 
expedicuts have failed in ſettling the difference 
| = between 
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between the two countries, Great-Britain will 
certainly purſue other meaſures more promiſing 
of ſucceſs. A little conſideration will tell her, 
that it is not a confederation of force, or a 
commercial alliance, but a firm and ſolid union 
in polity, which only can ſecure the Colonies. 
And in order to know upon what principles this 
union ought to be eſtabliſhed, we are not to 
ſearch for them in the laws of nature and 
nations; they are to be found nearer home. 
Thoſe principles upon which all civil ſocieties 
are formed, and particularly thoſe upon which 
the Britiſh conſtitution is eſtabliſhed, wall belt 
inſtruct us. Here we ſhall find. 

That a ſupreme legiſlative authority over every 

member and part of a ſociety, in reſpect to 
every matter ſuſceptible of human direction, is 
eſſential in the conſtitution of all States, That 
it is this authority, the ſame fundamental prin- 
ciples of polity, and the ſame general laws per- 
vading the whole ſyſtem, whatever may be its 
form, which create in the ſubjects the ſame 
habits, manners, affections and prejudices, fix 
the national attachment, form the cement of 
union, and by an imperceptible impulſe compel 
them to act, on all occaſions, in concert for the 
common good and ſafety: And that to give up 
one of the rights of this authority, and more 
eſpecially the moſt important of all, the right 
of taxation, will be only the Prelude to a 
ſpeedy ſurrender of the whole. 

We ſhall here alſo perceive, that the Britiſh 
Government is a mixed monarchy, in which the 
principles of the three ſimple forms of Govern- 
| ment are {o-wilely mixed and tempered, as to 

1 guard, 


7 
guard, with equal power and certainty, againſt 


the two great enemies to civil liberty, deſpotiſm 


and licentiouſneſs. That a repreſentation in 
its ſupreme authority is the eſſence of its free- 
dom; and that its power over a diſtrict of ter- 
ritory whoſe people are not repreſented, is deſpo- 
tilt ANG ‚‚ YYY „ß 

Upon conſidering the nature and deſign of 


4 * 


rights; are not properly mixed and balanced, 
cannot ſtrengthen, but muſt weaken a mixed 
form of Government. That the ſimple prin- 
 ciples,gf ariſtocracy or democracy will not ſuit 
under à monarchy, and ſo mutatis mulandis; 
nor will the principles of any of them un- 


mired, and not duly. balanced, agree with a 


mixed monarchy, ; ny den vie 
Upon looking into the Governments of 

the Colonies before they were annulled/by the 
rebellion, we ſhall.petceive that they were a chaos 
of political abſurdities, conſonant to no ſyſtems 
ever yet invented; that they neither harmanized 
with each other, nor with the State itſelf; and 
that they have been ſettled through the indo- 


lence, or ignorance, or corruption of former 


politicians, on principles totally heterogeneous . 


and repugnant to thoſe of the Government to 
which they were intended to be ſubordinate. In 
the Royal Colonies, the powers of Government 


are 


Uh and 


_ {gt 
are divided between the repreſentative of the 


Crown and the people, without the leaſt interme- 
diate check to an exceſs of conſtitutional pc wer 


itt either. In the ee Colonies, the regal 
* or the repreſentative of the Britiſn State, 
ſca 


rcely retained the ſhadow of its authority. 
All the executive and fœderative rights of the 
State are granted to the proprietaries and zbeir 
heirs, and all the powers of complete legiſlation 
are divided between them and the ople, with 
out any mean check or conttoul. In one of the 

harter Colonies, 'the repreſentative of the 

Britiſh State has very little more weight in the 
legiſlative and executive powers, than the Doge 
has in the councils of Venice; and in the other 
two the Governments are, to all intents and 
purpoſes, independent democracies; ſo that 
they are truly ſo many inferior political monſters, 
which have, and ever will coaleſce to diſturb the 


peace and order . the Jocinty,. and in 2 6 Leg t6 


defiray i it, 
And we muſt further coliitlcs hay! men can 
only be governed either by fear or art. That fear 


muſt be ſupported by force, and that force will 


not anſwer our preſent purpoſe. For; however 


it may be uſed with ſucceſs by deſpotic Govern- | 


ments, it cannot be ſafely employed in one 
where freedom conſtitutes its eſſence, and a 
great number of people are to be governed by 
it. We muſt therefore apply to policy for the 
means by which the two countries muſt be 
united, if united for any ſeries of time. This 


Will teach us to remove, as much as poſſible, 


all diſtinctions in reſpect to the power, rights and 
privileges, which have too Hong ſubſiſted between 
a fub- 
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a ſubject in Britain and one in America, and con- 
ſequently to carry over the Atlantic the ſame fun- 
damental rights and powers, the ſame conſtitu- 
tional privileges, the ſame general laws and max- 
ims of polity, under and by which the habits and 
manners, the paſſions and attachments of the 
ſubject in Britain have been formed, directed 
and governed; becauſe it is this policy alone 
that can eradicate” that averſion to a' mixed 
monarchy which has been ſuffered to exiſt al- 
ready too long in the Colonies, and which can 
form a ſolid and permanent union between the 
two countries, making them one people e one 
Jars. in reſpers to their common Intereſt and 
fey. 

It is much to be regretted, that neither 
country ſeems to approve of an American” re- 
. preſentation in Parliament, becauſe it is a mea- 
ſure the moſt conſiſtent with thoſe, principles 
upon which the unity and freedom of the 'Bri- 
tiſh Government is eſtabliſhed. | However, 
fince this is deſpaired of, it will be wiſdom, 
ſecondary wiſdom at leaſt, to adopt the next 
beſt. An American legiſlature, incorporated 
with the Britiſh Parliament, for the purpoſes of 
American regulations, in which the Coloniſts 
fall be repreſented, and in which they ſhall be 
capable of giving validity to no act but what 
fall be approved of by Parliament, is that 
meaſure. Indeed there is no other ſolid, or even 
rational mode of union in polity, except a re · 
preſentation in Parliament. It is this joint con- 
ſent which conſtitutes the unity of the Britiſh, 
and of every other mixed form of Government. 


( 126 ) 


By-this-legiſlature, : if properly conſtituted, the 
Lights which the Americans claim may be re- 
fored, their political inability. to grant their 
reaſanable proportions of aids towards the na- 
tional defenc> may be removed, à ſecurity that 
they will give thoſe aids on all occaſions may be 
obtained; and their ſubordination to the Britiſh 
State may be eſtabliſhed on ſuch principles, as 
wilt unite, them "oh Great-Bricain fo, ages. to 
come. f 

Sincereiy diſpoſed, as the greater part of the 
people. in America are, to be more firmly united 
with Great-Britain on conſtitutional principles, 
is it not much to be lamented, chat the Britiſh | 
legiſlature, ſeeing the defect in its conſtitutional 
authority over. the Colonies, and knowing that 
it is the great foundation of their diſcontent, 
have not taken it into their ſerious conſideration, 
and N the N moſt . — _ ret 


deſtitute of the means - — 1 they haye i in⸗ 
flamed the minds of the Americans, and led 
them to a revolt. But I am not fond of dwell- 
zog on paſt errors, further than is neceſſary.to 
amendment. It is not now too late; and per- 
haps, all circumſtances conſidered, this is the 
moſt proper time for doing it. The ſtrong de- 
fires of the people, the ſeverity of their new 
laws, the ſuperlative tyranny of their rulers, 
the extreme diſtreſs they have ſuffered, and are 
hkely to ſuffer, and the apprehenſions they 
juſtly entertain of the inſidious deſigns of the 


courts of Verſailles and Madrid, point out this 
as, 


C mn } 


=: "ey fornibate moment Men tired of. Ange 
ſent miſery, and having yet greater :in proſpects 
will cheerfully! embrace ſuch propoſals as vt: 
dently tend to their future ſaſety and happiseſs. 
Beſides, a meaſure of this kind will falſify che 
declaration of Congreſs conſtantiy held vp. o chn 
people, that the Parliament: intends to enſlase 
them. It candot fail to remove their feats, and 
fix a confidence in the juſtice and upright in- 
tentions of the State towards them ; and it muſt 
do more towards:breaking. the; confederacy of the. 
Colonies, and reſtoring}. their: obedienge to Gar: 
vernment, than any ather een; 
poſſibly deviſed. 1 
The eee ee fron of this pales: when; 
adopted by Rome on. a: ſimilar occaſion, will. 
I truſt, prove a leſſon of inſtruction to Britain. 
The ſupreme authority of that city Was: abſo« 
lute over her Colonies and Provinces. A: go: 
ſtitutional participation in the; rights of tha 
authority, though poſſeſſed hy the citizens, was: 
imprudently withheld from the coloniſts. This: 
diſtinction, in reſpect to their politic rigbte, 
gave great diſcontent to the latter. To obtein: 
the ſame rights which were emoyed by their 
fellow- ſubjects in Rome, they entered into a 
confederacy, and took arms. The Social war 
enſued. Many battles were fought z the colo- 
niſts often triumphed; and Rome was reduced: 
to the greateſt extremity. At length her obſti- 
nacy and folly gave way: to her ſafety. A law 
was paſſed, called the Lex Julia, becauſe pro- 
paſed and obtained by Lucius Julius Cæſar, 
granting to ſuch of the Colonies as ſhould lay 
2 their arms, the conſtitutional rights of Ro- 
1 | man 
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man citizens, This law being immediately com- 
municated to the Colonies, what were the con- 


| ſequences ? Thoſe Colonies which were tired of 
the war, thoſe which were content with the terms 


offered, and thoſe which wiſhed to be united with 
Rome, although the mode of the grant was not 
perfectly agreeable. to them, laid down their 
arms, deſerted the union, and returned to.their 
former obedience. And Rome, whoſe armies 
had been defeated in almoſt every battle, now, 
and not till now, triumphed in her turn; and 
ſoon after, honourably to herſelf, ended the 
war, and recovered her loſt authority over her 
Colonies. All this ſhe performed, although, 
like Britain, civil broils and factions engaged 
her councils at home, and a dangerous combi- 
nation of two powerful Princes, the Kings of 
Pontus and Armenia, employed her arms 
This policy, this act of public juſtice to her 
ſubjects, together with a firmneſs of ſpirit which 
'« never deſpaired of the commonwealth,” ſaved 
Rome, and in all probability, if purſued, will 
ſave Britain. The ſame cauſes will ever produce 
the ſame effects. Should Great-Britain offer to 
the Americans a civil conſtitution, containing a 
meaſure of power, and a degree of liberty com- 
menſurate to her own polity, excluding all diſ- 
tinctions between Britons and Americans, and 
removing the great cauſe of colonial complaints, 
is there not the ſtrongeſt of all probabilities, to 
induce us to believe, that it will produce the 


ſame happy effects which the like meaſure pro- 


duced in the Roman Colonies ? If this meaſure, 


propoſed 
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| propoſed to a people, at a time when their arms 
were crowned with victories, and when the 
State which they were oppoſing was reduced 
to the greateſt difficulties, could recal to their 
minds their former connections; could remove 
their fears excited by frequent denials of their 
reaſonable petitions; Leude revive their formet 
attachments and affections; could diſſever their 
union, and bring them home to their obedi- 
ence; ſurely there is more reaſon to convince 
us that the Americans, dreading the ambitious 
deſigns of their infidious ally; deſtitute of the 
great reſources of war; without men, and 
without money; their commerce loſt, their for- 
ces generally defeated; and theit country ruined 
by the ravages and expences of the war, will 
ſee their own intereſt, and embrace thoſe terms 
when offered which they would have accepted 
in the time of their proſperity. „5501056 
Should it be objected, that the moſt liberal 

terms of accommodation have been already of- 
fered without effect, my anſwer is, that pro- 
poſals for accommodating a diſpute of ſuck 
magnitude and importante to borh countries, 
ſhould not only be properly timed, but explicit, 
and clear from all ambiguity. They” ſhould 
alſo fully and equitably meet che ſubje& matter 
in controverſy, and, if poſſible, ts wiſhes of 
the people to whom they are made. Now none 
of the terms offered to the Americans came 
within theſe deſcriptions, as I have before ſhewn. | 
If then we have been guilty of miſtakes through | 
the want of right information, we certainiy | 
ought not to ſuffer thoſe miſtakes to prevent our 


taking ſuch meaſures as we ought to have taken | 
8 | at 


— 
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at firſt. Rome at length found it neceſſary to 
her ſafety to be juſt, and to do that in her diſ- 
treſs, with little credit to herſelf, which ſne 
might and ought to have done in her proſpe- 
rity, with greater advantage and better grace. 
Had Rome continued obſtinate, or had ſhe ul- 
timately offered to her Colonies equivocal and 
inadequate. propoſitions, her glory, if not her 
exiſtence, muſt have been ſacrificed to her obſti- 
nacy and folly. 

Why then ſhould not Great-Britain, when 
involved in the ſame difficulties, attended by 
the ſame. circumſtances, and having the ſame 
proſpect of ſucceſs before her, follow. a prece- 
dent which promiſes , ſuch beneficial conſe- 
quences ? Is it becauſe the earneſt wiſh of the 
people of America is not known? This cannot 
be the caſe, becauſe it is fully aſſerted in their 
inſtructions to their delegates in Congreſs, and 
a variety of other public documents, and de- 
clared to be a conſtitutional union in polity with 
Great-Britain.. Is it becauſe the Congreſs have 
artfully avoided to gratify the deſires of the 
people in explicitly aſking for that union, or 
becauſe they have inſolently refuſed to treat with 
this country, contrary to the general ſenſe of 
their conſtituents? Both theſe reaſons are the 
ſtrongeſt that can be offered in favour of the 
meaſure. Is it becauſe a meaſure, which evi- 
dently tends to break the confederated force and 
union of the colonies—to remove the fears of 
the loyaliſts, and to gratify their reaſonable de- 
fires, which perfectly coincide with the true 
intereſt and permanent ſafety of both countries, 
is unworthy of the ſerious deliberations of a 
Britiſh 
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Britiſh Parliament ? Or is it becauſe a ſeditious 
faction within the bowels of the State, by their 
intrigues and cabals, ſo inceſſantly engroſſes 
the time, and diſtracts the councils of Par- 
liament, that it cannot purſue thoſe means 
which the dictates of reaſon and common ſenſe 
point out as neceſſary to the ſafety of the 
empire? | , 
Whatever may have been the reaſons that no 


adequate propoſitions, no terms which could 


lead to a more conſtitutional union between the 
two countries, have been ſettled in the Britiſh 


councils, and tendered to the Americans, it is 


certainly high time, after a four years military 
conteſt, that it ſhould be done. True wiſdom 


directs, that reformation ſhould take place as 


ſoon as defects and miſtakes are known. A 
procraſtination of remedy ever gives to the evil 
intended to be removed, time to encreaſe, and 
often places it beyond the reach of the moſt 

perfect ſkill. EF 
Io conclude theſe reflections: When I take 
a view of the preſent ſtare of Europe, nothing 


is wanting to convince me, that the welfare and 
exiſtence of Great- Britain as an independent 


empire, depend on. the recovery of her loſt 

authority over the Colonies, and on a more per- 

fea union with tame. EE IE 
When I conſider the principles which ever 


ſociety together, I am alſo convinced, that the 


duration of that union muſt depend on the prin- 
ciples of polity by which the two countries ſhall 
be united, and that it will be longer or ſhorter 
as thoſe principles accord or diſagree with the 
: 2 fundamental 
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fundamental rights upon which the Britiſh Go. 
is eſtabliſhed, Vo 
And when I reflect on the preſent ſtate of the 
Colonies, I am equally ſatisfied that this is the 
favourable moment for ſettling that union, and 
ſecuring the ſubordination of the Colonies to 
the lateſt period of the Britiſh Government. 
Imprefled with theſe ſentiments, I have been 
induced to lay the foregoing facts and reflections 


before the Public. I have briefly recited the 


cauſes of the preſent rebellion—the means by 
which it has grown to its preſent maturity—the 
ſtate of American parties—the diſpoſition of the 


Coloniſts; to which I have added ſome general 
remarks on the incompetency of the meaſures 


opoſed for reconciling the rk ws 
8 the two countries, and on the proſpect 
of ſucceſs which other meaſures, founded in the 
merits of the diſpute, muſt be attended with. If, 
in doing this, I ſhall have contributed to throw 


any light on the ſubject, or to point out thoſe 
meaſures which will unite the two countries to- 
gether, my purpoſe will be attained. _ 
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EXT RACTS 9800 the bal Fl the 
: AMERICAN Suche, TED 


Saturday, 7 740 the 25-1956 5 


THE letter to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Livery of London, being again read 
and debated, was agreed to as follows: | 


* My Lord, 

c Permit 1 delegstesof the 1 of Tire 
ancient Colonies to pay your Lordſhip, and the 
very reſpectable body of which you are the 
head, the juſt tribute of gratitude and thanks Pl 
the virtuous: and unſolicited reſentment you. 

ot to the violated rights of, a —— people. The 
city of London, my Lord, having in all ages 
41 080 itſelf the patron of liberty, and the 
ſupport of juſt government againſt lawleſs ty- 
ranny and oppreſſion, cannot fail to make us 
deeply ſenfible of the powerful aid our cauſe muſt 
receive from ſuch advocates. A cauſe, my Lord, 


worthy of the ſupport of the firſt city in the | 


world, as it involves the fate of a great continent, 

and threatens to ſhake the foundations of a flouriſhe 

ing, and until lately a happy empire. 
3 TY « North 
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&« North America, my Lord, wiſhes moſt ar- 
dently for a laſting connection with Great- 
Britain on terms of Juſt and equal liberty; leſs 
than which generous minds will not offer, nor 
brave and free ones be willing to receive. 

CA cruel war has at length been opened againſt 
us; and whilſt we prepare to defend ourſelves 
like the deſcendants of Britons, we ſtill hope 
that the mediation of wiſe and good citizens will 
at length prevail over deſpotiſm, and reſtore 
harmony and peace on permanent e ee 

an oppreſſed and divided empire. | 
We have the honour to be, 
My Lord, with great eſteem, 8 
| Four Spa + s faithful friends 
And fellow ſubjetts,"? 


'Ordered——That the above be. tranſcribed, and 


then ſigned by the Preſident. m_ 


The committee appointed to prepare a letter 
to Mr. Penn, and the colony agents, reported a 
draught, which was read and e AS 
follows: 


1 Gentlemen, 

c The perſeverance of the Britiſh Miniſtry 3 in 
their unjuſt and cruel ſyſtem of Colony admini- 
ſtration, has occaſioned the werzigg of e 
Congreſs, 

« We have again appealed to the juſtice af. 
our Sovereign tor protection againſt the de- 
ſtruction which his Miniſters meditate for his 
American ſubjects. This petition you will 


_ pleaſe, Gentlemen, to preſent to the King with 


all convenient expedition, after which we atjire 
« 
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it may be given to the Public. We likewiſe ſend 


you our ſecond application to the equity and in- 
tereſt of our fellow. ſubjects in Great- Britain, and 

alſo a DECLARATTON ſetting forth the cauſes of 
our taking up arms; both which we wiſh may 
be immediately put to the preſs, and communicated 

AS UNIVERSALLY AS POSSIBLE. Ye os 
„The Congreſs entertain the hizheft ſenſe of 
the wise and wos rx interpoſition of the Lord 


Mayor and Livery of London in favour of tnjuRED 


AMERICA." They have expreſſed this their ſenſe, 
in a letter to his Lordſhip and the Livery, which 
we deſire may be preſented in a manner moſt agree- 
able to that RESPECTABLE BODY. © 


* — 
; 


Lou will oblige us, Gentlemen, by giving 
the molt early information to the Congreſs, and to 
the Speakers of our reſpettive aſſemblies, of your 
proceeding in this buſineſs; and ſuch further in- 
telligence as you may judge to be of importance to 

America in this GREAT conteſh, 
. We are, with great regard,. .. 
ph „ Gentlemen, Ne. 


Ordered— That the above be fairly tran⸗ 
ſcribed, and then ſigned by the Preſident, and 
+ by him ſent under cover, together with the Pe- 
tition to the King, and Adareſs to the Inbabli- 
tants of Great-Britain, and the Letter to the. 
Lord Mayor, &c. to Richard Penn, Eſq; and 
that the Preſident requeſt Mr. Penn, in behalf of 
ihe Congreſs, to join with the Colony agents in 
preſenting the Petition to the King. 
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